
Capetown
Port Elizabeth

SOUTH AFRICA

BOTSWANA

NAMIBIA SWAZI-
LAND

LESOTHO

K
ru

ge
r

Drakensberg 
Mountains

Plettenberg Bay

Sodwana Bay

Richard’s Bay

ZIMBABWE

MOZAMBIQUE

INDIAN OCEAN

ATLANTIC OCEAN

George Knysna

Johannesburg

Pretoria
Nelspruit

Phalaborwa

Durban

68

so
ut

h 
af

ric
a

69

south africa

south africa
This immense and impressive country has a coastline bounded by 
two great oceans and a vast interior of fine vineyards, rich farmland, 
game-rich savannahs, cosmopolitan cities, traditional Zulu kraals 
and the architectural heritage of a great colonial past.  In this ‘world 
in one country’ everything is possible - wildlife safaris, adventure 
trails, wine tasting, riding safaris, fishing expeditions, scuba diving or 
simply lazing on a beach. 

Cape Town, with its enviable climate and spectacular scenery, 
remains the country’s biggest attraction.  It was from here that the 
early settlers fanned out into the surrounding veld to leave a legacy 
of beautiful wine estates and picturesque homesteads.  The Cape 
also marks the beginning of the famous Garden Route, a stunning 
road journey east along the coast through quaint fishing villages, 
historic settlements and spectacular isolated bays to Port Elizabeth.  
To the north of Cape Town, and no less compelling, is the vast, 
remote and picturesque wilderness of the Karoo.

The spectacular landscape of Mpumulanga and the world-famous 
Kruger National Park is big game country, with close to 500 
species of wildlife.  Though the park and adjoining reserves draw 
the majority of visitors, Mpumulanga is also noteworthy for the 
Waterberg, a stunning mountain wilderness.

KwaZulu-Natal offers a diverse and scenic beauty, from its 
wilderness reserves to its Indian Ocean beaches and the soaring 
peaks of the Drakensberg.  It is here too that the battlefields of 
Rorke’s Drift and Isandlwana bring the infamous Anglo-Zulu wars 
into sharp and thrilling focus. 

TRAVEL GUIDE

VISA REQUIREMENTS 
UK Passport holders currently  

do not require a visa for  
South Africa.  Non British  

Passport holders should  
check requirements.

HEALTH ADVICE 
No vaccinations are currently 
required for South Africa, but 

the following are recommended: 
Yellow Fever, Hepatitis A, 

Typhoid, Polio and Tetanus.  
Antimalarial prophylactics must 

also be taken if visiting some 
game parks.  If you have travelled 

from, or via, a part of Africa 
affected by Yellow Fever,  

proof of a Yellow Fever 
inoculation is required.

FLYING TIME 
Johannesburg 10hrs 45mins 

 Cape Town 11hrs 30mins

LOCAL TIME 
South Africa GMT + 2hrs

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

The North 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

The Cape 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

WHEN TO VISIT

4 4     indicates the optimum time to visit
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Cape Grace, Cape Town
Cape Grace is set on its own private quay on Cape Town’s vibrant Victoria 
and Alfred waterfront.  With its classically inspired exterior, stylish décor and 
intimate atmosphere this graceful hotel provides an elegant and extremely 
comfortable base from which to explore the city and surrounding countryside.

Each of the 122 elegant guest rooms and suites is beautifully appointed and 
have French windows with wonderful views of the marina, Table Mountain or 
the waterfront.  Excellent amenities include formal and informal dining, the 
popular Whisky Bar, a swimming pool and a spa.  Golf, tennis, squash, riding, 
yachting and even shark-cage diving can be arranged.

Kensington Place, Cape Town
Situated on the slopes of Table Mountain, Kensington Place is one of the 
city’s most luxurious retreats.  This stylish hotel, with its meticulous attention 
to detail, is a haven of peace and tranquillity, yet still within easy reach of 
Cape Town’s beaches, major historical sites and outlying winelands. 

There are just 8 spacious and individual suites furnished in contemporary style 
with African touches and original artwork, each with a private terrace offering 
views of the city and mountains.  Handsome reception rooms and a terrace 
provide restful spaces and a choice of dining, whilst the intimate swimming 
pool set in lush gardens is the perfect place to relax after a day in the city.

Ellerman House, Bantry Bay, Cape Town
Located in the prestigious Cape Town suburb of Bantry Bay, Ellerman 
House is the perfect haven.  Housed in a beautifully restored mansion on a 
spectacular site overlooking the ocean, this exclusive small hotel offers guests 
understated luxury and extreme comfort in delightful surroundings.

The 11 spacious rooms and suites are stylishly appointed with original artwork 
and thoughtful personal touches.  All have views of the ocean, and many 
have private balcony or terrace.  The graceful reception rooms include a 
comfortable sitting room and an elegant dining room serving delicious food.  
There is a small spa and shady terraces overlook the garden and pool.

Constantia Uitsig, Cape Town
The acclaimed Constantia Uitsig is set amongst the vineyards of a private wine 
estate in the shadow of Table Mountain.  This traditional Cape Dutch homestead 
has an air of elegant simplicity, and offers guests traditional hospitality and 
attentive service in glorious rural seclusion, just a 20-minute drive from the city.

The 16 individually furnished garden rooms are gracious and well appointed with 
sweeping views of the Constantia Valley.  A highlight here are the award-winning 
Constantia Uitsig and La Colombe Restaurants, and the more informal River Café, 
whilst other facilities include an outdoor swimming pool and a new spa.  Vineyard 
walks, mountain hikes, horse riding, mountain biking, golf can easily be arranged.

highlights of the cape
From city boutique hotels to elegant country retreats, remote forest lodges and inns  
of character and charm, there are some wonderful places to stay in the Cape.  

The properties featured here are particular favourites of ours but represent just a small 
selection from the wide choice available, so please ask us for further suggestions.
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Kurland, Plettenberg
Situated near the picturesque beach resorts of Plettenberg Bay and Nature’s 
Valley, Kurland is an exclusive hideaway.  Set on a vast 1700-acre estate, this 
charming family homestead combines warm and welcoming Cape Dutch 
hospitality with modern sophistication.  It is particularly suited to families.

There are just 12 beautiful and individually decorated suites in the attractive 
grounds, some with an additional ‘loft’ designed specifically for children.   
The main house has beautiful sitting rooms and an elegant dining room serving 
gourmet cuisine, whilst children have their own dining and play rooms.  Other 
amenities include a swimming pool, tennis courts, health spa and gymnasium.

Emily Moon River Lodge, Plettenberg
Lying on the south bank of the Bitou River in sweeping valley just 4km from 
Plettenberg Bay, Emily Moon River Lodge is a small and exclusive lodge.  
Hidden behind an imposing entrance is a haven of calm, providing guests with a 
high level of comfort in beautiful surroundings at the heart of the ‘Garden Route’.

The eight secluded guest lodges are decorated in contemporary style with 
traditional African overtones.  Each has a private deck and breathtaking views 
of the wetlands and mountains.  There is a new restaurant together with a 
cosy bar and sundowner deck, and a swimming pool in the delightful garden.  
Activities include dolphin and whale watching, bird watching and walks.

Bushmans Kloof, Cederberg
This privately owned reserve is located north of Cape Town in the foothills of 
the rugged Cederberg Mountains.  A sanctuary to many endangered species of 
fauna and flora, including the Cape mountain zebra, and recently declared a 
Natural Heritage Site, it provides the ultimate wilderness experience.

Guest rooms and suites, which are housed in cottages with private patio or the 
19th century main house, are a subtle fusion of African and European design.  
There are two stylish lounges, a convivial bar, a wine cellar and a world-
ranked restaurant, three swimming pools and a spa.  Activities include sunset 
game drives, fly-fishing, hiking and visits to the rock art sites and caves.  

Hunter’s Country House &  
Tsala Treetop Lodge, Plettenberg
Nestled discreetly in lush forest near Plettenberg Bay, these sister properties 
could not be more different.  Hunters is a beautiful thatched homestead in lush 
gardens with an understated old-fashioned elegance, whilst Tsala is a stylish 
symphony of wood, glass and water set high above the forest floor.

Hunters has 21 luxurious cottages and suites, each with private patio, whilst 
Tsala has 10 exclusive suites, each with private pool and floor to ceiling 
windows overlooking the forest.  Both have excellent restaurants – Hunters’  
is one of the top 10 in South Africa, and a variety of activities are available.

Auberge Clermont, Franschhoek
Housed in an old winery on a historic vineyard and fruit farm in the beautiful 
Franschhoek Valley, Auberge Clermont is a charming guest house.  This stylish 
retreat, surrounded by magnificent mountains and only minutes from the quaint 
village of Franschhoek itself, offers peace and seclusion to the discerning traveller.

Each of the six en-suite bedrooms is very individual, with décor reflecting the 
colours and moods of Provence.  Whilst there is no restaurant, there are many 
nearby, and delicious breakfasts are served in your room, or on the terrace under 
140-year-old oaks overlooking plum orchards.  A swimming pool, tennis, walks 
on the vineyard and local excursions are just some of the many activities available.

Le Quartier Français, Franschhoek
Located in the heart of the historic village of Franschhoek in the Cape 
winelands, Le Quartier Français is a little piece of France in South Africa.  
This charming auberge, tucked in secluded gardens behind a Provençal façade, 
offers exceptional comfort and discreet service.

The 15 spacious rooms and six suites, are individually furnished, providing all 
the comforts of home with welcome added touches.  There are also six separate 
suites with private/shared pools and courtyards.  The auberge is renowned for its 
innovative cuisine, served in the elegant restaurant or the pavement café. Other 
amenities include The Treatment Room spa, and a swimming pool.

Birkenhead House, Hermanus
Perched high on the cliffs of Hermanus with breathtaking views across Walker 
Bay, Birkenhead is the ultimate coastal retreat.  This wonderful property offers 
guests every conceivable comfort, from its luxurious accommodation to its array 
of excellent facilities, magnificent setting and highly personalised service.

There are just 11 beautifully appointed suites, each with breathtaking sea and/
or mountain views.  Amenities include a comfortable sitting room, elegant 
dining room, two swimming pools and a spa.  There are a host of activities, 
such as fishing, riding, sea kayaking, trail walks, diving, wine tours, and 
Hermanus is renowned as the best place for whale watching (June to October).

Grootbos, Hermanus
Set on its own private nature reserve overlooking the spectacular Walker Bay, 
Grootbos is idyllic.  With its comfortable accommodation, warm and friendly 
atmosphere, attentive service, wonderful natural surroundings and wide ranging 
activities, this is the perfect sanctuary and especially suitable for families.

The 21 comfortable guest suites are split between two lodges – Garden Lodge, 
which is built and decorated in traditional African style, and Forest Lodge, 
which is more contemporary.  Each lodge has its own sitting room, deck and 
swimming pool.  Activities include nature walks in the forest, riding on the 
beach, whale watching (June to October) and, for the intrepid, shark diving!



75

south africaso
ut

h 
af

ric
a

74

Phinda Private Game Reserve 
Situated in the lush Maputaland region of northern KwaZulu-Natal, the four 
luxurious and carefully designed safari lodges on the Phinda Private Game 
Reserve offer sophistication and style in pristine African bush surroundings.  
Here, seven diverse habitats shelter an abundance of wildlife.

Mountain Lodge has twenty split-level chalets and bush suites, Forest Lodge 
has sixteen glass-walled suites set on stilts amongst the trees, whilst Vlei and 
Rock Lodges, smaller and more secluded, have just six suites each.  Activities 
include game drives, bush walks, bird watching and boat rides.  NB: Zuka 
Lodge and The Homestead may be taken on an exclusive basis (see page 89).

Fugitives’ Drift Lodge, Rorke’s Drift
This delightful late-Victorian lodge overlooks the Buffalo River Gorge, near 
the historic battlefields of Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift.  Founded by the 
late David Rattray and his wife Nicky, Fugitive’s Drift is renowned for its 
battlefield tours but is also set in the most magnificent surroundings.

Accommodation is either in the Lodge or the Guest House with a total of 17 
individually decorated en-suite rooms, each with a private veranda and sweeping 
views of the reserve and battlefields.  Both have their own sitting and dining 
rooms, fascinating collection of memorabilia and swimming pool.  In addition to 
fascinating battlefield tours, other activities include nature walks, fishing and riding.

Cleopatra Mountain Farmhouse, Drakensburg
Tucked away in the beautiful Kamberg Valley in the Drakensburg Mountains, 
Richard and Mouse Poynton’s farmhouse is delightful.  With its beautiful 
setting on the edge of a lake, the peace and solitude, friendly and attentive 
service and the most delicious food, Cleopatra Mountain is the perfect retreat.

There are 11 spacious and well-appointed rooms, suites and cottages, each 
quirkily individual with a private patio and stunning views of the mountains.  
A highlight here is the food, and the dining room serves the most delicious 
meals.  Activities include trout fishing, riding, hiking, bird watching, 
swimming in clear mountain streams and visits to local nature reserves.

Rovos Rail Safaris
Rovos Rail has recreated the golden age of steam travel with their railway 
safaris through South Africa’s breathtaking scenery.  Original pre-war 
coaches have been carefully restored but with an eye for modern comfort, and 
are often drawn by vintage locomotives the oldest of which was built in 1893. 

Rovos Rail operate a regular schedule of three-day train journeys between 
Cape Town and Pretoria via Matjiesforntein and Kimberley in the footsteps 
of the Old Karoo Pioneering Trail.  They also run longer six-day cross-
border trips via Mafeking and Bulawayo to the Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe 
for the genuine railway enthusiast. 

kwazulu-natal
Dividing the eastern seaboard of the country from the peaks of the Drakensberg, 
KwaZulu-Natal is South Africa’s smallest province but boasts a wealth of natural and 
historic attractions.  Broad, sandy beaches are fringed by lush vegetation, while the 
rolling hills and rich farmland at the heart of the province are framed by spectacular 
mountain landscapes, and steeped in Anglo-Zulu folklore.  The following properties  
offer the perfect opportunity to explore and enjoy Natal’s extraordinary diversity.
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Savanna Private Game Reserve, Sabi Sands
Situated in the world-renowned Sabi Sand Game Reserve bordering the Kruger 
National Park, Savanna is an exclusive private game lodge.  It offers unparalleled 
comfort and hospitality, excellent value for money, exciting big game viewing 
with exceptional guides, and a fascinating insight into local tribal customs.

The eight luxurious tented suites are well appointed with en-suite bathroom and 
private verandah.  Some have private plunge pool.  There is an impressive lounge/
dining room under thatch, a library with views over the reserve, an open-air boma 
and lovely pool.  Aromatherapy and massage is available – an interlude to game 
drives or bush treks in search of the multitude of game and birds on the reserve. 

Pafuri Camp, Kruger
Situated between the Limpopo and the Luvuvhu Rivers in the northern sector of 
the Kruger National Park, Pafuri sets the benchmark for tented accommodation.  
There are 20 beautifully appointed en-suite tented rooms (including six family 
rooms), each with private deck overlooking the river, and superb facilities. 

The area is the wildest and most remote part of the Park and is well known 
for its fever tree forests and the beautiful Lanner Gorge.  There is great game 
viewing including lion, leopard, elephant and buffalo, and the best birding in all 
of the Kruger.  Activities include game drives, guided walks and bird watching, 
and specialist safaris on the history and archaeology of the region.

Londolozi Private Game Reserve, Sabi Sands
Hidden amongst towering trees on the banks of the Sand River, Londolozi 
continues to set the standard of accommodation and service to which all other 
African camps aspire.  Owned by the Varty family for more than 70 years, it 
was the first safari lodge to be made a member of Relais & Chateaux.

The reserve is comprised of four separate camps and the new Private Granite 
Suites, each a combination of superb design, natural materials and impeccable 
accommodation and facilities.  Each has a team of experienced rangers and 
guides to ensure some of South Africa’s most spectacular game viewing.  
Activities include game drives, discovery hikes, bush baths and leopard tracking.

Garonga Safari Camp, Makalali
Lying in a secluded area of pristine wilderness, west of the Kruger National 
Park, Garonga promises a more intimate wildlife encounter.  This exclusive 
camp accommodates just 14 guests in exquisite Arabian-style tents each with 
private deck overlooking the plains of the Greater Makalali Conservancy. 

Game viewing in the conservancy is excellent and activities include game drives, 
wilderness walks and bush baths.  However, this unassuming sanctuary has 
chosen to buck the traditional ‘big five’ formula and encourages a more spiritual 
bush experience - an ‘inner safari of the soul’ with an holistic programme of 
stargazing, aromatherapy, reflexology and Japanese reiki in its open air ‘sala’.

lodges & camps of south africa
The safari lodges and bush camps of South Africa are as diverse and exciting as the country itself.  
Whether your priority is location, style of accommodation, game viewing, or simply the best of 
everything, we can find exactly what you are looking for.  The properties described here are particular 
favourites of ours, but again represent just a small selection from the wide choice available.

Singita Private Game Reserve, Sabi Sands
Whichever camp you choose from their growing portfolio, Singita offers 
arguably the ultimate in bush luxury and exclusivity.  The two camps in the 
Sabi Sands Reserve, Boulders and Ebony, comprise a total of 18 elegantly 
furnished suites with private plunge pools and secluded outdoor decks.

On the other side of the Kruger National Park in the shadow of the Lebombo 
Mountains are the newest additions to the portfolio - Lebombo and Sweni.  
While each camp has its own individual appeal and setting, all share the 
Singita hallmarks of exceptional living space, air-conditioned suites, health 
spa, imaginative cuisine, and spectacular ‘big five’ game viewing.

Tanda Tula, Timbavati
Renowned as one of the most luxurious tented safari camps in South Africa, 
Tanda Tula has the run of 20,000 acres adjacent to the Kruger National Park.  
With a handful of visitors and a less than one vehicle per square mile, the 
words ‘private’, ‘secluded’ and ‘tranquil’ best describe a stay here.

The camp recreates the sumptuous style and warm hospitality of old Africa, 
and the 12 tents offer every conceivable luxury, each with a secluded timber 
deck.  The reserve is renowned for its ‘big five’ game viewing, and there will 
be twice-daily game drives and bush walks, as well as animal tracking and 
bird watching.  With not a fence in sight you will see nature as it should be.
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Samara Game Reserve, Great Karoo
Lying in 70,000 acres of land in South Africa’s malaria free Great Karoo, Samara 
is a true wilderness retreat.  With a choice of two independent lodges, the 
Reserve is ideal for families, offering wonderful mountain and plains scenery, 
spectacular sunsets and the majestic cheetah, which reigns supreme here.

Karoo Lodge has a choice of charming, comfortable colonial-style suites, whilst 
The Manor, a restored historic homestead with four luxurious en-suite rooms, 
is for the exclusive use of up to eight guests.  Each has their own lounge and 
dining room, verandah, boma, pool, staff and ranger.  Activities include game 
drives and bush walks in search of plains game and, of course, cheetah.

Makanyane Safari Lodge, Madikwe
Hidden away in lush riverine forest on the banks of the Marico River, Makanyane 
is an exclusive retreat.  The lodge lies on a 4,400-acre private concession within the 
magnificent Madikwe Game Reserve, which is malaria free and home to the ‘big 
five’ and a myriad of other animal and bird species.

The lodge is luxurious, with a beautiful main building, eight stunning suites with 
river views, a heated infinity pool, a small gymnasium and even a bush spa.  Game 
drives and bush walks are conducted well away from the reserve’s more popular 
trails, and rustic hides have been placed in various idyllic locations looking over  
the vast plains and animals moving across the breathtaking landscape.

Kwandwe, Eastern Cape
Situated in the heart of the malaria-free Eastern Cape, Kwandwe is one of  
South Africa’s most remarkable private game reserves.  49,000 acres of farmland 
bordering the Great Fish River were restocked with wildlife, and today lion, buffalo, 
black and white rhino, and elephant roam Kwandwe in prolific numbers. 

Visitors can choose to stay at the Main Lodge, stylishly furnished in ‘frontier 
settler’ style with elegant glass-fronted suites and expansive viewing decks, or the 
innovative 12-bed Ecca Lodge whose revolutionary design has won many plaudits.  
Activities include game drives, bush walks, fishing and lectures on the area’s 
colonial history.  Uplands Homestead (see page 90) is ideal for a small party.

Ant’s Nest & Ant’s Hill, Waterberg
The old colonial homestead of Ant’s Nest, and Ant’s Hill, a traditional African 
lodge, are two exceptional bush homes.  Situated on adjoining private game 
reserves in the magnificent, malaria-free Waterberg, they provide an exclusive 
retreat in a diverse landscape, which attracts a wide variety of wildlife.

Ants Nest has a stylish warmth with just four luxurious en-suite guest rooms, 
whilst Ants Hill is more exotic and has two chalets, a family cottage with two 
bedrooms and another bedroom in the main lodge.  Both properties offer excellent 
amenities.  Activities include game drives, bush walks, riding or elephant safaris, 
and rhino tracking in the nearby Lapalala Wilderness and Marakeli National Park. 
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Ultimate South Africa
From the Western Cape to Mpumalanga

This enthralling journey is the perfect introduction to this wonderful country, 
combining the charm of Cape Town’s winelands, with the beauty of the south 
coast and the wildlife on the edge of the Kruger National Park.

Your journey begins in the shadow of Table Mountain with a stay in Cape Town, 
South Africa’s most attractive city, before you move to the famous winelands 
surrounding Stellenbosch and Franschhoek, considered the food and wine 
capital, which lies in a valley with breathtaking scenery and rolling vineyards.  
The ‘Garden Route’ then takes you up the coastline to Plettenberg Bay with its 
sweeping unspoiled beaches, dramatic rocky peninsula, lagoons, estuaries and 
towering forests.  After time spent exploring Nature’s Valley, fly up-country 
to Mpumalanga, and end this captivating journey with three days of ‘big five’ 
game viewing at a luxury tented camp set in 20,000 acres of prime bushveld.

Sample itinerary:

Day 1:  Depart London.  2/4:  Arrive Cape Town.  Collect hire car and drive to 

Constantia.  Overnights Constantia Uitsig.  5/6:  Drive to Franschhoek.  Overnights 

Klein Genot.  7/8:  Drive along Garden Route to Plettenberg Bay.  Overnights Emily 

Moon River Lodge..  9/11:  Fly to Nelspruit.  Game viewing and bush walks.  Overnights 

Tanda Tula Bush Camp.  12/13:  Fly to London via Johannesburg.

Dates: To suit individual requirements.     

Price: From £2,445 per person (based on 2 people travelling).

Spectacular South Africa
A dramatic journey through KwaZulu-Natal

With the freedom of your own self-drive vehicle, there is no better way to 
explore the country.  This dramatic journey into the heart of KwaZulu-Natal is 
a fascinating blend of the region’s natural wonders, wildlife and history.  

You begin with a few days in the spectacular mountain landscape of the 
Drakensberg, before continuing to the Buffalo River Gorge, site of the historic 
Anglo-Zulu war battlefields of Rorke’s Drift and Isandlwana.  You then travel 
north-east to the Phinda Private Game Reserve where seven distinct habitats 
shelter a breathtaking variety of wildlife, including Africa’s Big Five and  
over 380 bird species.  Finally, a few days are spent relaxing at a secluded 
beach retreat close to the astonishing iSimangaliso Wetland Park, a World 
Heritage Site, the perfect conclusion to this absorbing journey.

Sample itinerary:

Day 1:  Depart London.  2/4:  Arrive Johannesburg and fly to Durban.  Collect hire  

car and drive into the Drakensberg.  Overnights Cleopatra Mountain Farmhouse.   

5/6:  Drive to Rorke’s Drift.  Overnights Fugitives’ Drift Lodge.  7/9:  Fly to Phinda 

Private Game Reserve.  Game viewing and bush walks.  Overnights Mountain or  

Forest Lodge.  10/13:  Fly to Maputaland Coastal Forest Reserve.  Overnights  

Thonga Beach Lodge.  14/15:  Fly to London via Johannesburg.

Dates: To suit individual requirements.  

Price: From £3,395 per person (based on 2 people travelling).

south africa for the 
independent traveller
If you prefer not to be restricted by a set tour then South Africa, 
with its excellent tourist infrastructure and facilities, is the ideal 
destination.  Throughout the country there is a well-maintained 
road system and a network of small country properties, each 
with their own individual character and charm.  Featured on this 
page are just two examples of the many self-drive itineraries we 
can tailor-make in South Africa.
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Indigo Bay Island Resort, Bazaruto Island 
This exquisite resort is set on the white sand shores of Bazaruto, the 
archipelago’s largest but most remote island, which is an ecological gem.  
Recently refurbished, Indigo Bay offers understated elegance, with exceptional 
accommodation and amenities, and a setting of unspoiled natural beauty.  The 
resort has 44 spacious, beautifully appointed chalets and suites, furnished in a 
modern African style, each with private veranda and ocean views.  The resort 
has an excellent range of enhanced facilities including a choice of restaurants, 
a wellness spa and a saltwater swimming pool.  Activities include exceptional 
diving, fishing, riding, a variety of water sports and island drives.  

Price:  From £300 per person per night (full board basis).

Benguerra Lodge, Benguerra Island 
Set on Benguerra Island, a tropical gem encircled by silver beaches, turquoise 
seas and coral reefs, Benguerra Lodge is barefoot luxury at its very best.  
Nestled in lush acacia forest filled with flora and fauna, the lodge is small  
and intimate, offering genuine hospitality and a high degree of comfort.  The 
12 spacious cabanas and casitas, and one private villa, combine colonial 
ambience with traditional African pieces, each with private plunge pool.  The 
main lodge has a lounge, bar, dining room, swimming pool and spa.  Activities 
include fly and deep-sea fishing, nature walks and dhow or yacht cruises, 
though the main attraction is the world-class dive sites and the rich marine life.

Price:  From £380 per person per night (full board basis).

Marlin Lodge, Benguerra Island  
Overlooking Flamingo Bay on Benguerra’s west coast, Marlin Lodge is an 
idyllic island hideaway.  The lodge offers great comfort and attentive service 
in a relaxed atmosphere, which, when combined with the beauty of the 
surroundings, make this the perfect place to do as little, or as much, as you want  
There are 19 elegant beach chalets and suites, each newly built and decorated, 
with a private deck and direct beach access.  The lodge has indoor and al fresco 
dining with exceptional cuisine, together with a choice of lounge and bar areas, 
a wellness and beauty centre and a new swimming pool.  Marlin offers fantastic 
diving, snorkelling, fishing and other activities.

Price:  From £300 per person per night (full board basis).

Azura, Benguerra Island  
Lying on the north-west coast of Benguerra, Azura is Mozambique’s first 
luxury eco-boutique retreat, built and operated in partnership with the local 
community.  Surrounded by the pristine beauty of the National Park and calm 
turquoise water lapping pure white sand, the lodge is extremely comfortable.  
There are 15 stylish beach-front villas beautifully furnished in a modern 
colonial style, each with its own sundeck and pool.  The main area offers 
formal dining with delicious cuisine, a comfortable lounge, a bar and a library, 
whilst the water sports centre and Gecko Deck has a fishing and dive centre.  
Apart from the excellent diving, guests can enjoy a variety of other activities.

Price:  From £340 per person per night (full board basis).

southern mozambique
After nearly a decade of peace and international efforts to rescue the country from the ravages of 
flood and civil war, Mozambique has regained its rightful place as one of Africa’s most precious 
jewels.  The country’s greatest attraction is the Bazaruto Archipelago, a chain of idyllic tropical 
islands in the Mozambique Channel where palm-fringed beaches and clear-blue seas, which are 
sanctuary to more than a hundred species of coral, a myriad tropical fish, dolphins, whales and the 
rare Dugong or sea cow, define the quintessential allure of an Indian Ocean holiday.
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Londo Lodge, Pemba
Londo Lodge is an exclusive boutique hotel set on a lush green peninsula 
north of Pemba, and surrounded by the blue waters of the Indian Ocean and 
some of East Africa’s finest beaches.  The lodge combines the attractions 
of a beach resort with those of the Quirimbas National Park.  There are just 
six spacious and attractive villas offering modern luxury within traditional 
buildings, and glorious views over the ocean.  There is an eclectic restaurant, 
cigar and beach bars and a cliff edge pool and spa.  Activities include 
snorkelling, diving, waterskiing, and game or fly fishing, along with visits to 
the park in search of the baobab, small game and tropical birds. 

Price:  From £360 per person per night (full board basis).

Vamizi Island Lodge, Quirimbas Archipelago 
Situated on the northern side of the island at the end of a long powder sand 
beach, Vamizi is the first of the Maluane lodges – an ambitious eco-tourism 
project in the Quirimbas Archipelago.  Designed to complement the lush 
tropical environment, this is a luxurious ‘barefoot’ retreat.  The lodge has 10 
secluded and beautifully furnished beach houses, each with private veranda 
and views of the ocean.  There is a central lounge/bar and dining room and 
the outside decks are the perfect place to relax.  Activities include world-class 
blue water fishing and fly fishing and scuba diving and snorkelling in some of 
the most pristine coral reefs of the Indian Ocean.

Price:  From £495 per person per night (full board basis).

The magnificent Quirimbas Archipelago in northern Mozambique is a captivating chain of 
32 tropical islands surrounded by some of the richest coral reefs in the world, habitat of an 
abundant array of marine life.  These islands are one of the Indian Ocean’s last remaining 
secrets, largely uninhabited, stunningly beautiful and totally unspoilt.  Here we introduce  
two unique resorts where you can truly fulfil your dreams of desert island escapism.

northern mozambique

South Africa & Southern Mozambique 
From the Cape to Sabi Sand and beyond

This unique journey offers a diverse combination, encompassing the iconic 
and cosmopolitan city of Cape Town, the astonishing wildlife of Sabi Sands 
and a paradise island in Mozambique.  

The journey begins in Cape Town, South Africa’s most popular destination, 
with its vibrant ambience and spectacular scenery, including Table Mountain 
and the magnificent Cape winelands.  Fly across the country to the world-
renowned Sabi Sand Game Reserve, which borders South Africa’s Kruger 
National Park.  Staying in an exclusive private game lodge, with exceptional 
guides seek out a multitude of wildlife such as lion, leopard, elephant, rhino 
and over 450 bird species.  Fly to southern Mozambique and a resort on 
Benquerra Island, a tropical gem encircled by silver sand and turquoise waters.  
Enjoy a variety of water sports, explore the rich marine life on the reef, take 
gentle nature walks or relax in the shade of a palm.  This is barefoot luxury at 
its best, and a wonderful end to a remarkable journey.

Sample itinerary:

Day 1:  Depart London.  2/4:  Arrive Cape Town.  Overnights Kensington Place.  5/7:  

Fly to Kruger Mpumalanga.  Safari in Sabi Sands.  Overnights Savanna Game Reserve.  

8/12:  Fly to Vilanculos.  Transfer by boat to Benguerra Island.  Overnights Marlin Lodge.  

13/14:  Fly to London via Johannesburg.

Dates: To suit individual requirements.     

Price: From £4,340 per person (based on 2 people travelling).

Tanzania & Northern Mozambique 
Wildlife and the waters of the Indian Ocean

A unique tour that combines the magnificent wildlife and scenery of the 
Selous Game Reserve in southern Tanzania with a stay at an exclusive beach 
resort on Mozambique’s beautiful northern coast.

The first part of the tour is spent at a traditional safari camp in the Selous, 
one of Africa’s largest and least exploited wildlife sanctuaries.  It is a vast 
wilderness with diverse habitats from rolling hills and forest, to rivers, lakes 
and open plains, and is home to prolific wildlife such as lion, elephant, 
leopard and giraffe.  In complete contrast, you then fly to Pemba in northern 
Mozambique for a stay at an exclusive boutique hotel set on a lush green 
peninsula, surrounded by the blue waters of the Indian Ocean and some of 
East Africa’s finest beaches.  Days may be spent exploring the neighbouring 
Quirimbas National Park, enjoying a variety of water sports or simply relaxing 
by the pool.  A perfect finale to this memorable journey.

Sample itinerary:

Day 1:  Depart London.  2/5:  Arrive Dar es Salaam.  Fly to Selous Game Reserve.  

Overnights Sand Rivers Selous.  6/10:  Fly to Pemba via Dar es Salaam.  Transfer by 

boat to Londo Lodge.  Overnights Londo Lodge.  11:  Fly to Dar es Salaam.  Overnight 

Oyster Bay.  12:  Fly to London.

Dates: To suit individual requirements.  

Price: From £4,850 per person (based on 2 people travelling).
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private safari houses of africa
For small groups of friends or families who prefer to dictate their own pace than be tied to 
the less flexible timetables of public lodges and camps, this innovative safari concept may 
just be the answer. 

Hidden away in the highlands of Kenya, the thickets of the Eastern Cape, and along the 
banks of the Zambezi and Luangwa rivers are a very exclusive selection of safari houses 
that recall an era when a journey into the bush was a private group adventure set to the 
rhythms of African time.  These properties can only be booked on an exclusive basis, 
regardless of numbers, making it your house, your guide, your land rover and your chef, 
so activities and meals happen exactly when you want them to do so.
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Chongwe River House, Zambia

Chongwe River House,  
Lower Zambezi, Zambia 
This uniquely designed house, built entirely of ferro walls and wild wood,  
is set at the end of a massive winterthorn grove on the banks of the peaceful 
Chongwe River with spectacular views of the Lower Zambezi escarpment.   
Its setting is not only beautiful, but also ideal for a wide variety of wildlife.

The four large en-suite bedrooms are each entered through a tunnel, giving the 
feel of walking through a cave, whilst the huge main sitting and dining area 
looks out over the pool deck to the river and mountains beyond.  Wildlife is 
constantly in view from the house, but private guides and armed scouts are on 
hand should you be tempted by a bush walk, canoe safari or night game drive.

Shiwa Ng’andu, Northern Zambia
Tucked deep into the wooded hills of a remote corner of northern Zambia, 
overlooking a lake, this gracious 1920s brick and Italianate-style manor  
house with its formal garden is a testament to one man’s vision of utopia.   
The house’s history, as witnessed in Christina Lamb’s ‘The Africa House’,  
make a stay here all the more attractive.

The house, which can accommodate 6 to 8 guests in great comfort, is 
decorated throughout in exquisite period style with some fascinating 
memorabilia.  It offers a range of activities, including 4WD game drives, 
nature walks, bird watching, fishing, horse riding and boating on the lake.   
A number of rare animals may be seen here, the bird life is excellent.

Luangwa Safari House,  
South Luangwa, Zambia 
Lying on the banks of a seasonal lagoon in the Luangwa Valley against the 
backdrop of the Chindeni Hills, this stunning new house can accommodate up to 
eight guests.  A masterpiece of design and natural materials, its setting is ideal 
for a wide variety of game which use the area to feed and water.

Each of the four en-suite bedrooms is very individually designed and has a 
balcony or terrace, whilst elsewhere the house has a sizeable main living area, 
a terrace with large plunge pool and a magnificent treetop viewing deck in the 
middle of the lagoon.  Activities and meals happen when you want them to, and 
you have your own guide, armed scout, chef and house manager.

Tangala House, Upper Zambezi, Zambia 
This large, stylish and unique family home is located on the banks of the 
Zambezi River overlooking the Zambezi National Park, 15km upstream from 
the magnificent Victoria Falls.  Herds of elephant come to drink on the opposite 
bank, hippopotas four beautifully appointed bedrooms, three of which are en-
suite, together with attractive other rooms including a comfy sitting room and 
childami are regularly seen and heard, and there is fantastic birdlife.

The house hren’s playroom.  A spacious thatch veranda leads to the swimming 
pool, garden and private river frontage.  Tangala is ideal for a family holiday, 
coming fully serviced and staffed by Tongabezi Lodge with a wide variety of 
activities available for adults and children alike.
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Eagle Cottage, Laikipia, Kenya
Perched high above the Ewaso Nyiro River on the edge of the Laikipia Plateau 
overlooking the plains towards Mt. Kenya, Eagle Cottage, which is perfect 
for families, is attached to Sabuk Lodge.  This remote hideaway lies on 1,500 
acres of private land, which is home to a remarkable variety of wildlife.

The cottage, a traditional open-fronted thatched rondavel crafted from 
local stone and ancient woods, has two en-suite bedrooms, an adjoining 
sitting room, a private verandah with spectacular views and it’s own private 
swimming pool.  Activities include day and night game drives or walks with 
local guides, camel safaris, swimming in rock pools and picnics.

Ngare Nite, Lewa Downs, Kenya
Ngare Nite offers a rare opportunity for ‘old Africa hands’ to indulge their love 
of the bush whilst, at the same time, sharing it with friends and family.  This 
charming and very picturesque homestead has wonderfully expansive views 
across Lewa, and sleeps up to ten comfortably.

The homestead has a staff of six and comes with two land cruisers.  Guided by 
local Masai, the vehicles are yours to drive where and when you want, not just 
within the confines of the reserve but beyond, for instance, to the fascinating 
Masai community of Il Ngwesi.  You will also need the vehicles for shopping 
trips to the nearby frontier town of Nanyuki - an adventure in its own right!

Ol Malo House, Laikipia, Kenya
Built on a rugged escarpment on the edge of the Laikipea Plateau in Kenya’s 
North Eastern Province, and lying on a privately owned 5,000-acre game 
sanctuary, Ol. Malo House offers accommodation exclusively for parties of up 
to twelve guests.  It is perfect for a group of family or friends. 

Built in rock and olive wood with thatched roof and décor inspired by Samburu 
culture and the landscape, the main house and two cottages provide six spacious 
en-suite rooms.  There is a beautiful sitting/dining room, an infinity pool and 
large terrace with spectacular vistas.  Activities include game drives or treks with 
Sumburu guides, horse or camel rides, fishing and riding tyres on the rapids!

p
riv

at
e 

sa
fa

ri 
ho

us
es

 o
f a

fri
ca

p
rivate safari houses of africa

Phinda, Maputaland, South Africa
Lying in the lush Maputaland region of northern KwaZulu-Natal, bordering 
the Greater St Lucia Wetland Park, Zuka Lodge and the new Phinda 
Homestead offer an exclusive and sophisticated base on the Phinda private 
game reserve.  Here, seven distinct habitats shelter an abundance of wildlife.

Ideal for families, Zuka Lodge has just four thatched Zululand bush cottages 
with verandas overlooking a busy waterhole.  The Homstead is a stylish, airy 
new lodge with breathtaking vistas of the bush.  There are four luxurious suites 
and amenities include a sparkling swimming pool.  Each property has a personal 
butler, chef, ranger/host and private 4WD vehicle to ensure the perfect stay.

Jembisa, Waterberg, South Africa   
Built originally as a family home, and still owned by the family, Jembisa has 
a wonderful atmosphere of relaxation and comfort.  Situated in its own private 
game reserve in the Waterberg region, one of South Africa’s premier wildlife 
areas, this beautiful bush home is eminently suitable for families.

There are five luxury en-suite bedrooms, three with private balconies, plus a 
children’s bunkroom.  The rest of the house is very comfortable with an Afro-
colonial ambience, and outside there is a shady veranda, a large viewing deck 
and a natural saltwater pool.  Activities include game drives and bush walks on 
the reserve, which is a beautiful unspoiled wilderness, with prolific wildlife.

Okonjima Villa, Waterberg, Namibia
Nestled among the Omboroko Mountains on the plains west of the Waterberg 
Plateau, this grand African house is the first of its kind in Namibia.  Situated 
just a short drive from Okonjima’s main camp, the villa is quite simply 
stunning, and offers a perfect base to explore this beautiful area.

There are a total of four bedrooms, each with private terrace for spectacular 
views or sleeping under the stars. The ‘main house’ also features a spacious 
living area, a magnificent infinity pool and an open sala.  The villa has its own 
hostess, chef, guide and safari vehicle, and can comfortably accommodate 
parties of up to eight adults and five children with extra beds in the rooms.

Uplands Homestead, Kwandwe, S/Africa
Situated on the private Kwandwe Game Reserve the heart of the malaria-free 
Eastern Cape, Uplands Homestead is a gracious restored 1905 farmhouse, 
which can accommodate a party of six.  49,000 acres of farmland here were 
restocked with wildlife, which today can be found in prolific numbers.

The farmhouse has three spacious and beautifully appointed bedrooms, together 
with a cosy sitting room and elegant dining room.  Throughout your stay a 
butler will cater to your needs and a private chef will prepare delicious meals 
and local specialities. A private ranger and open 4WD vehicle are at your 
disposal for tracking the ‘big five’ through this stunning wilderness.

Wolwedans Private Camp,  
NamibRand, Namibia
It’s setting, hidden in the quiet seclusion of an idyllic valley within the 
NamibRand Nature Reserve, means Wolwedans Private Camp guarantees 
exclusivity and absolute privacy.  This is one of Africa’s most breathtaking 
places, with diverse desert landscapes and a wide variety of wildlife.

The camp comprises two spacious suites with private bathrooms, a veranda 
and a living area with kitchen - the perfect getaway for a honeymoon couple or 
family of four.  You can either self-cater here or the camp can be booked with 
all services and activities included - a private chef and a personal field guide.
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MADAGASCAR
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Ultimate Madagascar 
A Journey through the ‘Land of the Lemur’

There is so much to see in Madagascar one could happily spend months here, 
a luxury most do not have.  This wonderful journey is one solution, and the 
perfect introduction to this fascinating island.

After a stay in the capital, Antananarivo (Tana), a suitable introduction to 
Malagasy life, you fly south-west to the Isalo National Park, a remarkable 
landscape of rock, canyons, waterfalls and pools and rare vegetation with 
a variety of wildlife and birds.  Returning to Tana, you then drive to the 
spectacular Andasibe-Mantadia National Park, a rainforest supporting a great 
diversity of flora and fauna including many species of lemur.  You return to 
Tana for a flight north-west to Nosy Be, and a stay at an idyllic island retreat 
of pure white sand lapped by azure waters, the perfect end to this fascinating 
journey.

Sample itinerary:

Day 1:  Fly London to Antananarivo via Johannesburg.  Overnight Royal Palissandre.  

2/4:  Fly to Tulear and drive to Isalo.  Guided walks in national park.  Overnights Le 

Jardin du Roy.  5/7:  Fly back to Tana and drive to Andasibe.  Guided forest walks.  

Overnights Vakona Forest Lodge.  8/12:  Drive back to Tana and fly to Nosy Be.  

Overnights Tsarabanjina Island.  13/14:  Fly to London via Tana & Johannesburg.

Dates: To suit individual requirements.     

Price: From £4,890 per person (based on 2 people travelling).

madagascar
Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world, broke 
away from Africa some 65 million years ago and so 
isolated many unique species of flora and fauna. 

Despite the cutting and clearing of the central highlands by the first settlers, the 
island’s stunning diversity is still intact.  There are a wide variety of cultures and 
tribes, some 23 species of lemur, two thirds of the world’s chameleon species, a rich 
diversity of flora and many rare birds.  Different altitudes mean that there is also 
every type of climatic condition and vegetation from lush forest to dry, arid 
areas. In addition to the 150,000 endemic species of flora and fauna wildlife 
reserves protect fossilised forests and fantastic geological formations 
created by centuries of erosion.

A legacy of richly decorated tombs, sculpted totems and erotic 
carvings adorn the country in honour of the dead and bear 
witness to the unique Malagasy ‘cult of ancestors’.  A visit 
to Madagascar is a very special experience and the people, 
despite terrible poverty in certain areas, are very friendly.  
Naturally, the standard of accommodation is not up to 
western standards and the infrastructure quite often 
unreliable with a poor domestic flight service and 
rough roads.  An open mind and sense of humour, 
as well as a realistic approach and genuine 
desire to see strange and wonderful wildlife, 
will ensure an incomparable holiday.

Vakona Forest Lodge, Andasibe
Situated a three-hour drive east of the capital, Tana, Vakona lodge 
lies in a private reserve just 7km from the spectacular Andasibe-
Mantadia National Park.  This table-top rainforest supports a great 
diversity of flora and fauna including many different species of lemur.

The lodge has 24 comfortable en suite rooms and family bungalows 
(with extra bedroom) built in traditional Malagasay style, each with 
a terrace providing views of the forest.  The lodge has a swimming 
pool and activities include hiking on forest trails, canoeing and 
horse-back excursions.

Le Jardin du Roy, Isalo
Lying to the south-west of the island in the Isalo National Park, a 
remarkable landscape of sandstone rock, canyons, waterfalls and 
pools, rare vegetation with a variety of wildlife and birds, Le Jardin 
du Roy sets a new standard of comfort in Madagascar.  

There are currently 15 spacious en suite rooms, each with private 
veranda providing views over the picturesque surrounding landscape.  
Amenities include a good restaurant with soaring ceiling, a swimming 
pool, tennis and a spa.  Activities include trekking in the park, horse 
riding from the hotel’s own stables and other excursions.

Tsarabanjina, Nosy Be
Set on a small, lush and incredibly beautiful private island in the 
Mitsio archipelago to the north-east of Nosy Be, Tsarabanjina is 
idyllic.  With soft white sand lapped by crystal-clear azure water, 
this provides an ideal interlude in a longer Malagasay journey.

There are 20 attractive en-suite thatched bungalows set on the edge 
of two beaches.  Built in local wood, each has a private veranda 
offering superb sea views.  An excellent variety of activities here 
include snorkelling, scuba diving, deep-sea fishing, sailing, water-
skiing, ‘short’ tennis or walks in the forest.

hotels of madagascar

TRAVEL GUIDE

VISA REQUIREMENTS 
UK Passport holders currently  
do require a visa for Madagascar, 
which can be otained on arrival.   
Non British Passport holders should  
check requirements.

HEALTH ADVICE 
No vaccinations are currently 
required for Madagascar, but 
the following are recommended: 
Hepatitis A, Typhoid, Polio 
and Tetanus.  Anti-malarial 
prophylactics should also be taken. 

FLYING TIME 
Antananarivo 15hrs 35mins

LOCAL TIME 
Madagascar GMT + 3hrs

Mandrare River Camp 
Located near the southern tip of Madagascar, Mandrare River Camp 
lies in a shady spot with superb views on the banks of the Mandrare 
River.  Each of the six spacious tents are well-appointed, with four-
poster beds and mosquito nets, attached bathroom area and private 
verandah.  The food is exceptional, and activities include walks or 
drives in search of endemic wildlife such as nocturnal lemurs, or visits 
to the beautiful sand dunes at Lac Anony and local communities. 
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north africa & beyond
The lands of North Africa and the Arabian Peninsula have always held an alluring 

fascination for travellers.  The great imperial cities of Fez and Marrakech, the 

rugged beauty of the High Atlas, the archaeological treasures of Leptis Magna, the 

magnificent legacy of the Pharaohs along the Nile, the desert fortresses and drifting 

sands of the Wahiba...these magical lands have a scenic and cultural heritage that 

is second to none.

Indeed, such is the wealth of attractions and options available that we have 

produced a dedicated brochure, North Africa & Beyond.  The new brochure features 

Morocco, Libya, Egypt and Oman and has been designed to help you plan the 

holiday of a lifetime to this intriguing part of the world.

indian ocean
Few destinations have captured the imagination of travellers in quite the same way 

as the islands of the Indian Ocean.  The lure of coral sand beaches, aquamarine 

seas and warm tropical sunshine has been the catalyst for some of the world’s 

most sought-after hotels from romantic hideaways in the Seychelles to elegantly 

sophisticated resorts in Mauritius and island hideaways in the Maldives.  

Further details and descriptions of the beach hotels we recommend in these islands 

can now be found in our new brochure, ‘The Resort Collection’.  Featuring some the 

world’s finest properties, from Mexico and the Caribbean to the Indian Ocean, Egypt 

and the Far East, this eclectic collection ranges from luxury beach resorts to exclusive 

boutique hotels and private island retreats.
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