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Contact Sophie Lonsdale 

Direct Line 020 7386 4679 

Telephone 020 7386 4620 

Fax 020 7386 8652 

Email sophie.lonsdale@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

Chris Caldicott 

Since travelling to some of the most remote parts of the world as Photographer-in-Residence to the Royal 

Geographical Society, Chris Caldicott has continued his globetrotting lifestyle as a freelance photographer, 

writer and lecturer specialising in food and travel. He has had several books published about food, travel and 

the spice trade and visited 108 countries in search of the perfect meal, finding most of the top contenders on 

his many trips to Asia. As a journalist he is a regular contributor to publications such as Vanity Fair, Conde 

Nast Traveller, The Sunday Times, Harpers Bazaar, Tatler, House and Garden and the Telegraph. Chris will 

offer an initial workshop at the beginning of the trip on how to take better travel photographs and get the best 

out of your camera covering exposure, focus and composition illustrated with examples of his own work. He 

will also be offering one to one tutorials during the journey. 

Carolyn Caldicott 

Carolyn owed and ran the World Food Cafe in London’s Covent Garden for 20 years.  She now works as an 

author and food writer and together with husband Chris has written several World Food Cafe recipe books 

about global cuisine. Her recent books including Vintage Tea Party, re-creating the nostalgic world of 

traditional English teatime treats; Rosehips On a Kitchen Table, a manual for foragers, farmers market 

shoppers and allotment gardeners; Comfort, recipes to warm the heart and feed the soul; Bombay Lunch Box, 

about Anglo-Indian Tiffin with a contemporary twist; and Great British Cooking, covering everything from 

roast beef to making marmalade. Her next book Beside the Seaside, celebrating retro and contemporary 

seaside cuisine, is out this spring. She also a food and travel writer for Elle magazine. Carolyn will give a 

introduction to the regional cuisine and the dishes you will enjoy on the journey and be on hand to explain 

the mysteries of the weird and wonderful spices and other ingredients on sale in the colourful markets along 

the way. 



 

 

Detailed Itinerary 

Join us on this wonderful off the beaten track rural ramble through Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh 

in search of culinary delights, and evocative images of mighty forts, romantic palaces, colourful 

temples, timeless countryside and bustling village bazaars. After a short flight from Delhi, the tour 

begins in Udaipur, an elegant city of lakes and antique regal grandeur. Amet Haveli located right on 

Lake Pichola will be our base here while we visit the opulent city Palace, lively local food markets, 

temples and take advantage of shopping opportunities. We will also give a casual workshop on how 

to improve your photographic skills and an introduction to all the delicious cuisine we will enjoy on 

the journey ahead from supper fresh sizzling street food to gourmet meals. 

A pleasant drive through the Aravali Hills via Ranakpur Temple with its exquisitely carved white 

marble interior, and the dramatic rambling Kumbhalgarh Fort will take us to Rawla Narlai, a 

bucolic previous summer residence of Jodhpur Royalty. During our two night stay we will be 

treated to a traditional Rajasthani thali at a sensationally atmospheric ancient step well, lit by a 

hundreds of oil lamps. 
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From here we cross the Meawar Plain to Shahpura Bagh an intimate, stylish and luxurious country 

retreat which we will have all to ourselves for two nights while we are given an intimate experience 

of the local village and farm life and enjoy some cooking lessons with the resident chefs. After two 

nights in nearby Bundi a charming fortified town of narrow lanes and ancient havelis on the rarely 

visited eastern edge of Rajasthan we enter Madhya Pradesh and cross the Shivpuri Plateau to arrive 

at one of India’s best kept secrets - Orchha (which means hidden), a remote collection of majestic 

abandoned cenotaphs, palace and fort stunningly located on an island in the boulder-strewn Betwa 

River.  

Gwalior, a short drive to the north via the magnificent 17th century Datia Palace, is home to of the 

most impressive and least visited forts in India, approached through a canyon of mysterious giant 

rock sculptures of naked Jain deities. We continue north to Agra, home of India’s most iconic and 

unmissable monument the Taj Mahal before the final leg back to Delhi.  



 

 

Day 1: Saturday, 18th February  London / Delhi 

Evening departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Delhi. 

Day 2: Sunday, 19th February   Delhi  

On arrival, transfer to the Claridges Hotel, a landmark in Lutyens Delhi since the 1950’s, where one night is 

spent.  

Lunch at the hotel.  Afternoon introductory city tour of Delhi, the capital city of independent India.  Seven 

cities have existed here since the 10th century, ruled over by Rajputs, Turks, Afghans, Mughals and the 

British.  Delhi is two cities in one.  Old Delhi of the Mughals, was created by Shah Jehan and is still a 

medieval palace of forts, mosques and bazaars. New Delhi, built by the British in the 1920’s, is an elegant 

metropolis of broad avenues, stately homes and landscaped gardens. Dinner at the hotel.  
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Day 3: Monday, 20th February   Delhi / Udaipur  

Transfer to Delhi Airport for a domestic flight to Udaipur, the ‘city of dreams’, which is considered one of 

the most romantic cities in India. In contrast to some of its desert neighbours, it presents an enchanting image 

of white marble palaces, placid blue lakes and green hills that keep the wilderness at bay. It is an oasis of 

colour in a stark and arid region. On arrival, transfer to Amet Haveli, situated on the Western Banks of Lake 

Pichola, where two nights are spent. The hotel offers a unique panoramic of the old city, lake Pichola, 

Ghanghaur Ghat, Mohan Mandir, Lake Palace, Jagmandir and the beautiful Aravali ranges.  

Lunch at the hotel. Afternoon at leisure.  Evening cruise on Lake Pichola, followed by dinner at the hotel and 

an introduction to photography.                     

Day 4: Tuesday, 21st February   Udaipur  

Morning visit to the superb 17th century Jagdish Temple noted for its imposing 25-metre pagoda covered 

with bas-relief of horsemen, dancers, musicians and elephants, along with black stone images of Vishnu as 

Jagannath.  Continue to the grand City Palace Complex which towers over Lake Pichola, started in 1567 by 

Maharana Udai Singh with carefully integrated subsequent additions.  Within are a series of courtyards, 

corridors and gardens, along with a fascinating collection of museums.   

Lunch at a local restaurant. Explore the lively local market and shops. Dinner at the hotel.  



 

 

Day 5: Wednesday, 22nd February  Udaipur / Narlai 

Transfer to Rawla Narlai, a lovely little hotel hidden away in a small village, deep in the heart of the Aravalli 

Hills, at the foot of a huge, granite rock and where two nights are spent. Surrounded by forested hills and 

rocky outcrops, it is reminiscent of a Rajasthan that few see today and is in one of the most beautiful parts of 

the state. Rawla Narlai is a delightful 17th century property which was once a favourite hunting lodge of the 

Jodhpur Royal Family. It is still owned by members of the Jodhpur family who are young, keen and 

energetic and who play an active part in the running of the hotel. Stop on the way at the World Heritage 

Sight of Kumbhgar Fort, one of the most impressive fortresses in the ancient Kingdom of Mewar.  Built 

during the course of 15th century by Rana Kumbha and enlarged throughout the 19th century, it sits on a 

hilltop 1100 meters above sea level and its perimeter walls extend over 36 km, making it the second longest 

wall in the world. Kumbhalgarh fort and its adjoining areas have been declared a wildlife sanctuary which 

protects one of the India's few families of wolves as well as leopards and flying squirrels.   

Lunch at the hotel.  Afternoon tea by the lake to enjoy the beautiful surroundings and see the flocks of 

migratory birds which nest at the lake. Dinner at the hotel. 
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Day 6: Thursday, 23rd February  Narlai 

Morning visit to the Jain Temples of Ranakpur in the Aravalli Valley. Visit the Chaumukha Temple, 

dedicated to Adinath and built in 1439. It has 29 halls supported by 1444 marble pillars, every one of which 

is different.  They are quite spectacular and considered among the finest in India. 

Return to the hotel for lunch. Afternoon village walk of the local village and temples for an insight into the 

traditional life in an agricultural community. Dinner at the hotel. 

Day 7: Friday, 24th February   Narlai / Shahpura Bagh  

Depart for Shahpura Bagh, a wonderful garden estate where two nights are spent. Formerly the summer 

home of the rulers of Shahpura, the hotel is set in 45 acres of garden and pasture and surrounded by two 

lakes.  Shahpura Bagh is very much a mixture of Rajasthani meets colonial, with a quiet, understated yet 

elegant air. 

Lunch at the hotel on arrival. Afternoon tour of the local village and estate. The working farm estate, 

resplendent with trees of Neem, Ashoka, Peepal and Mango, is a serene oasis where Holstein Cows graze 

languidly in peaceful co-existence with peacocks, an entire menagerie of birds fill the Bagh (garden) with 

birdsong and the occasional blue bull and jackal flit silently amongst the woods. Dinner at the hotel.  



 

 

Day 8: Saturday, 25th February  Shahpura Bagh  

Full day spent exploring the area. There is the opportunity to visit Ram Dwara, the revered ancient temple 

with its mixture of Rajput and Mughal traditional architecture or trek to a famous tribal temple on top of a 

wooded hill where every Saturday and Sunday, tribal communities come from around 50 miles congregate to 

worship their tribal deities. Legend has it, that all wishes made at the temple on top of the hill will come true 

and so fervent is the devotion, that many make this trek barefoot.  

Before lunch, there will be a cooking demonstration showing you how to cook traditional local Rajasthani 

dishes. Explore the local town and markets or with over 250 small lakes containing over 180 species of birds, 

Shahpura is a bird watching paradise. End the day watching the sunset at the Dhikhola Fort with its extensive 

views over the countryside. Dinner at the Fort.  
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Day 9: Sunday, 26th February   Shahpura Bagh / Bundi  

Morning departure for the quiet and quaint town Bundi in southern Rajasthan. Check-in to Braj Bhushanjee, 

a 150 year old family run Haveli (town house), where two nights are spent. The four storeyed Haveli offers 

open spaces, courtyards and terraces with magnificent views of the Taragarh Fort, the Palace and this 

medieval city. All the rooms have been renovated without much disturbance to the original architecture and 

all are traditionally decorated with wonderful Bundi murals. 

Lunch at the hotel. Visit the recently discovered Mesolithic caves and sites as well as the ancient tribal 

villages which surround the city. Return to Bundi stopping en route at the Jait Sagar Lake where Rudyard 

Kipling wrote the book Kim. Dinner at the hotel.  

Day 10: Monday 27th February  Bundi   

Today enjoy a sightseeing tour of the picturesque town of Bundi, spreading out from the narrow valley of 

Bandoo. Visit the Garh Palace which was described by Rudyard Kipling as being ‘built more by goblins than 

by man’. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. See the Taragarh Fort with its lavish traditional murals and frescoes. Bundi is 

known for having over 50 stepwells which were the only source of water for the town until a piped water 

system was introduced. Dinner at the hotel.  

Day 11: Tuesday, 28th February  Bundi / Orchha  

This morning there is a long journey as you leave Rajasthan and head east to Orchha in Madya Pradesh. 

Highly picturesque, in the middle of nowhere and somewhat neglected and abandoned on an island in the 



 

 

Betwa River, Orchha, literally meaning ‘Hidden’,  was founded by the Bundela chief Raja Rudra Pratap in 

the 16th century. Check-in to the Amar Mahal Palace Hotel, overlooking the magnificent cenotaphs and the 

River Betwa, where two nights are spent. Remainder of the afternoon at leisure before a sunset walk round 

the local temples. Dinner at the hotel.  

Day 12: Wednesday, 1st March  Orchha 

Early morning sunrise walk. Spend the morning exploring the gardens, gateways, pavilions, temples and 

frescoed walls which lie within the turreted walls of Orchha Fort. Visit Ram Mandir where a path leads 

through the Muoghal-style Phool Bagh ornamental garden to Hardaul ka Baithak, a grand pavilion where Bir 

Singh Deo's second son, Hardaul, once held court. 

Lunch at the hotel. Visit the Royal Chattris which lie along the River Betwa. Visit the pink and gold domed 

hindu Ram Raja Temple, the only temple in India where Rama is worshipped as a king. End the afternoon 

with a visit tthe Jehangir Mahal Temple, a beautiful example of Mughal architecture.  Return to the hotel for 

dinner.  
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Day 13: Thursday, 2nd March   Orchha / Datia / Gwalior  

Depart for Datia to visit the splendid 17th century Shish Mahal Palace. Owned by the Maharajas of Datia, 

the seven storey palace of Raja Bir Singh Deo is one of the finest examples of Bundela architecture. 

Continue to Gwalior and check-in to the Taj Usha Kiran Palace Hotel where two nights are spent. Set amidst 

9 acres of beautifully landscaped lawns, the Usha Kiran Palace was originally built 120 years ago as the 

Royal Guesthouse and has played host to the Kind of England. Dinner at the hotel.  

Day 14: Friday, 3rd March   Gwalior  

Visit Gwalior Fort which was described by Cunningham as the ‘noblest specimen of Hindu architecture in 

North India.’ The fort was built in the 8th century by the Rajputs and was later contested by the Tomars, 

Barbur, the Maratha and the British. You approach the fort from the south-west, passing the colossal Jain 

statues passing walls which are 10 metres high and thick. Inside the fort is Man Singh’s palace which is 

embellished with lapis tiles of ducks, elephants and palms, brackets of stone peacocks and beasts. The palace 

has a natural air-conditioning system and the dark cool basements are in layers below the waiting room 

where the women would watch the flag for victory or defeat during battles. You also see the Karan, Shah 

Jahan and Jehangir palaces, the two 11th century Sasbahu temples and the 9th century Teli-ka-Mandir, a 

marriage temple. 



 

 

Lunch at the hotel.  Visit the Jai Vilas Palace; part of the Palace is the present Maharaja’s residence and 

some 35 rooms house the Scindia Museum, an idiosyncratic collection of royal possessions and memorabilia. 

Designed by Lt Col Sir Michael Filose the building resembles an Italian palazzo using painted sandstone to 

imitate marble.  Inside the extraordinary Durbar Hall hang two of the world’s largest chandeliers each 

weighing 3 ½ tons and it is alleged that the strength of the roof was tested with the weight of 10 elephants. 

Visit the local markets before returning to the hotel for dinner.    

Day 15: Saturday, 4th March   Gwalior / Agra  

Depart for Agra and check-in to the IC Mughal Hotel where one night is spent. A fitting tribute to the great 

Mughal builders of the past, the ITC Mughal is the only Indian hotel to have won the prestigious Aga Khan 

Award for its excellent representation of Mughal architecture. 

Lunch at the hotel. Afternoon visit to the impressive 16th century Agra Fort, which was started in 1565 by 

Akbar with later additions made by his son, Jahangir, and grandson, Shah Jahan.  Continue to the white 

marble Tomb of Itimad ud Daulah, known as the Baby Taj, considered to be the forerunner of the Taj Mahal. 

End the afternoon with a fantastic photo opportunity as you cross the river to watch the sun set over the Taj 

Mahal, the world’s greatest monument to love and devotion. Return to the hotel for dinner.  
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Day 16: Sunday, 5th March   Agra / Fatephur Sikri / Delhi  

Dawn visit to the Taj Mahal with its superb craftsmanship of semi-precious stones inlaid into the marble in 

beautiful patterns, a process known as pietra dura.  Return to the hotel for breakfast. Depart for the deserted 

Moghul city of Fatephur Sikri, 40 kms from Agra. The city was built in the late 16th century and in its 

heyday was the most important artistic centre in South Asia. One long bazaar connected the city to Agra and 

its wealth is reflected in the impressive buildings that remain today. Fatephur Sikri was abandoned after 15 

years and stands in near perfect condition allowing the visitor an interesting glimpse into everyday life at the 

Moghul court. 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Continue to Delhi and transfer to the Trident Gurgaon Hotel, where one night is 

spent.  Conveniently located for the airport, the Trident hotel offers a tranquil setting with 7 acres of stunning 

landscaped gardens, walkways, courtyards, refection pools and fountains. Remainder of the afternoon at 

leisure. Farewell dinner at the hotel.  



 

 

Day 17: Monday, 6th March   Delhi / London 

Early morning transfer to Delhi International Airport for a British Airways morning flight to London arriving 

in the early afternoon.   
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Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £4,995 

Single supplement: £1,145 

Visa fees: TBA 

Business Class upgrade: £1,231 inc. tax  

World Traveller Plus upgrade: £305 inc. tax  

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group.   

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class international scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £365 for Economy Class 

 domestic flights as shown in the itinerary 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 15 lunches; 15 dinners 

 all entrance fees,  visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 gratuities to driver/s; gratuities in restaurants;  porterage  

 the services of your tour leaders throughout  

 gratuities to guide/s  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 excess baggage 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 04/04/16 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit.  The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours.  We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 



 

 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group.  If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly.  The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

No vaccinations are required for entry into India however if you have travelled within a yellow fever infected 

area during the previous six days prior to arrival you will require proof of inoculation. The following 

inoculations are recommended: Typhoid, Hepatitis A and B, Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio. Malaria is 

present throughout most of India so anti-malaria prophylactics are advised.   

Please check recommended practice with your GP, practice nurse or travel health clinic. 

Passport and Visa Information 

British Nationals require a visa for India. This can be obtained through the new online e-Tourist Visa service 

(currently the easiest and cheapest option), through CIBT (our recommended visa service provider) or 

directly through one of the Indian Visa Application Centres located throughout the UK. 

Passengers should hold a full passport, which should be valid for six months after you return to the UK and 

should also have at least three empty pages for the visa.  Nationals of other countries should consult their 

local Indian Embassy.  

For British passport holders and for non-British nationals resident in the UK, visas can be arranged through 

CIBT Visa Service Company (an application pack will be provided two months before travel) or direct to the 

High Commission at http://in.vfsglobal.co.uk. 

Baggage Allowance 

Please note that the internal flights within India have a baggage allowance of 23kg per person. Excess 

baggage is charged at a flat rate of INR 300 per kg inclusive of service tax. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  
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