
 

 

 
Cartagena 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Colombia 

With Andy Bunten 

4th – 17th February 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

The Ultimate Travel Company 

Escorted Tours 



 

 

 
Villa de Leyva 

Exploring Colombia 

With Andy Bunten 

4th – 17th February 2017 
Contact Emily Pontifex 

Direct Line 020 7386 4664 

Telephone 020 7386 4620 

Fax 020 7386 8652 

Email emily@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

Andy Bunten 

A compulsive traveller who is passionate about wildlife, Andy has a particular fondness for South and 

Central America, an area he has travelled to on many occasions. Now an independent tour leader who 

delights in leading Ultimate Travel’s passengers, Andy previously worked for many years in the field of 

nature conservation for wildlife trusts, local government and, for 26 years as Regional Director for the 

RSPB. He has worked in the Seychelles, Burma and Sierra Leone helping local people solve their local 

issues and has taken groups to places as far afield as Iceland and Egypt. He has lectured widely on South 

America and has recently returned from a two month trip there and he delights in sharing his travelling 

experiences. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Colombia still lies largely undiscovered, but with new direct flights from London to Bogotá just 

being introduced, now is the time to visit. Our tour starts in the thriving modern and affluent city of 

Bogotá where we explore the historic centre known as La Candelaria with its old casonas or grand 

colonial Spanish houses with iron windows, thick wooden doors, balconies and internal patios that 

hide beautiful gardens. From here we travel, via the impressive salt cathedral at Zipaquira, to the 

village of Villa de Leyva, one of the most beautiful colonial towns in the area which was founded in 

1572 and declared a national monument in 1954.  

We continue to Pereira in the Coffee Region where we see one of the plantations set on the steep 

hills which are typical of this area and visit the Rio Blanco Nature Reserve for a morning’s 

birdwatching. There is also a day trip to the Valle de Cocora to see the amazing wax palm trees that 

can reach a height of 60m and the neighbouring towns of Salento and Filandia. We then travel to 

Santa Marta which is our base from which to dip into the Tayrona National Park with its 37,000 

acres of lush mountain landscape in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada and perfect sandy beaches. 

We also spend a day walking in the rainforest of nearby Minca renowned as a birding paradise. 

Our journey ends in the UNESCO World Heritage site of Cartagena de las Indias, built within the 

largest fortifications in the Americas to protect it from the constant attack of pirates and buccaneers 

and explore the city’s picturesque streets and plazas and wealth of 16th and 17th century buildings 

and churches. 

   
       Plaza Bolívar, Bogota                 Gold Museum 

Day 1: Saturday, 4th February London / Bogotá 

Evening departure from London Heathrow on an Avianca flight to Bogotá. 

Day 2: Sunday, 5th February Bogotá 

On arrival early this morning transfer to the Hotel Cité where rooms are ready for immediate occupation and 

where one night is spent. This modern chic hotel is located in La Rosa district known for its designer 

boutiques and varied gastronomy. Morning at leisure. 



 

 

Lunch at a local restaurant followed by an afternoon tour of Bogotá including the historic centre of La 

Candelaria. The focal point is Plaza Bolívar which has a statue of Simón Bolívar, El Libertador, in the 

centre. Close by is the Cathedral, on the site of Bogotá’s first church built in 1539, and the white stone 

Capitolio, built between 1847 and 1926, which houses meetings of the Congress, the House of 

Representatives and the Senate. Also situated on the Plaza Bolívar are the Palace of Justice and the Edificio 

Liévano which is the seat of the Mayor or Alcaldía. Visit the Museo del Oro which features nearly 34,000 

gold objects and 20,000 in stone, ceramic, textiles and precious stones of the Quimbaya, Calima, Tairona, 

Sinu, Muisca, Tolima, Tumaco and Magdalena cultures and is considered the most important collection of its 

kind worldwide. Dinner at the hotel. 

   
  Catedral de Sal, Zapiquirá        Santo Ecce Homo, Villa de Leyva 

Day 3: Monday, 6th February Bogotá / Villa de Leyva 

Depart for Villa de Leyva with a stop en route at Zapiquirá, a name which evokes Zipa, chieftain of the 

Muiscas community and absolute master of the area’s rich salt mines. Here visit the impressive Catedral de 

Sal an underground Cathedral built within the tunnels of a salt mine 200 metres underground. It is a 

magnificent work of engineering, starting with a tunnel showing the Stations of the Cross, leading to the 

dome with a great cross sculpted in low relief, then to the three naves of the cathedral joined by openings that 

represent the birth and death of Christ.   

Lunch at a local restaurant. On arrival at Villa de Leyva, check into the Posada de San Antonio where two 

nights are spent. The hotel is situated in a beautiful colonial house built in 1860 and classified as a national 

monument. It is situated on an attractive plaza close to the spectacular Plaza Mayor of Villa de Leyva. 

Dinner at a local restaurant. 

Day 4: Tuesday, 7th February Villa de Leyva 

Full day walking tour of Villa de Leyva, one of the most beautiful colonial towns in the area which was 

founded in 1572 and declared a national monument in 1954. The Plaza Mayor at 14,000 m
2
 is the country’s 

largest and is surrounded by charming cobblestone streets. Here see the Cathedral (Iglesia Parroquial) from 

the outside and visit the House of Congress where, on 4th October 1812, the first Congress of the United 

Provinces of Nueva Granada took place. Also visit the house of Antonio Nariño, home to the Independence 

hero, and the home of Antonio Ricaurte, who fought under Bolívar and is known for his heroic sacrifice 

during the battle of San Mateo. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Drive out of Villa de Leyva to visit the Convento del Santo Ecce Homo, founded 

by the Dominicans in 1620. Of special note here is the pavement made of local stone embedded with fossils, 

and the chapel’s magnificent golden altarpiece with a small Ecce Homo image. Also visit El Fósil (The 
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Fossil) museum which has an almost complete kronosaurus dinosaur fossil on display, in the same place in 

which it was found in 1977; and El Infiernito (Little Hell), an old astronomic observatory consisting of 

cylindrical stone monoliths. Dinner at a local restaurant. 

Day 5: Wednesday, 8th February Villa de Leyva / Pereira 

Transfer to Bogotá. 

Lunch en route at a local restaurant. Fly from Bogotá to Pereira in the Coffee Region and transfer to the 

Hacienda Castilla where three nights are spent. The hotel is a typical hacienda-style property built in 1716 

with charming but simple décor and surrounded by extensive gardens. Dinner at the hotel. 

   
  Cocora Valley             Salento 

Day 6: Thursday, 9th February Pereira 

Full day excursion to the Valle del Cocora (Cocora Valley). Located within the central mountain range, it is 

part of Los Nevados National Park, the ideal spot to admire the palma de cera del Quindío (Ceroxylon 

quindiuense), Colombia’s national tree which can reach a height of 60 meters. The roads are lined with 

numerous fincas or farm houses built in typical coffee growing architecture. The colonizers, mainly from 

neighbouring Antioquia, built their houses using local material with wooden columns, tile roofs, and bamboo 

and mud walls painted in bright colours during the period of the so-called Antioquian colonization.  

Lunch at a trout farm. Visit the town of Salento, famous for its streets of old and colourful houses (many 

housing handicraft shops where you can buy a poncho or Panama hat) that trace their origin to colonial 

times. Continue to another typical town of Filandia, famous for its ‘antioqueño’ architecture, as well as for 

basket weaving. Dinner at the hotel. 

Day 7: Friday, 10th February Pereira 

Early morning departure for an excursion to the Rio Blanco Nature Reserve for a morning of bird watching.  

Numerous bird species inhabit the area among which are the hummingbird and the orejiamarillo or palmero 

parrot (Ognorhynchus icteroti), which is in danger of extinction.   

Lunch at a local restaurant. Visit the charming Hacienda Venecia in the Manizales region to learn about the 

coffee refining process, its nuances and stages of production. The same family has lived at the hacienda for 

four generations, growing and producing coffee. The beautiful farm produces excellent washed Arabica 

coffee, which is highly sought after overseas and by the top hotels, restaurants and bars of Bogotá. See each 

stage of production, from the sowing of seeds through the growing of the crop and harvesting and finally the 

roasting process. Dinner at a local restaurant. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossil
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Day 8: Saturday, 11th February Pereira / Santa Marta 

Transfer to Pereira airport for a flight via Cartagena to Santa Marta. 

Box lunch en route. Transfer to the hotel. Check in at the Hotel Casa del Farol where three nights are spent. 

La Casa del Farol is a quintessential boutique hotel combining tradition with modern amenities. Each room 

carved out of a classic colonial building displays a unique décor in contemporary style. The hotel also has a 

rooftop terrace with a panoramic city view, a spa and a swimming pool. Visit the colonial area of Santa 

Marta including the cathedral, and the Anthropological and Ethnographic Museum at the Casa de la Aduana 

which houses a wonderful Tayrona collection. Dinner at a local restaurant. 

   
           Orejiamarillo parrott Rio Blanco     Cathedral Santa Marta 

Day 9: Sunday, 12th February Santa Marta & Minca 

Full day excursion to Minca, a small village of mule drivers located 25 minutes from Santa Marta, 

surrounded by rainforest, mountains, rivers and waterfalls. It is an area renowned for its biodiversity, 

including many species of birds, exotic flora and pleasant temperate climate. The forest is also home to the 

indigenous Kogi Indian tribe, the only tribe to remain unconquered by the Spanish. Take a walk through the 

rainforest, passing waterfalls and beautiful landscapes, with possibility to swim in rock pools during the 

walk.  

Lunch at a local restaurant. Continue to the outskirts of Santa Marta to visit the Quinta de San Pedro 

Alejandrino, the house in which Simón Bolívar died in 1830. There will also be the chance to visit the 

hacienda’s Botanic Garden and the adjoining Museo Bolivariano of Contemporary Art. Dinner at a local 

restaurant. 

Day 10: Monday, 13th February Santa Marta & Tayrona 

Full day excursion to the Tayrona National Park, located on Colombia’s northern Atlantic coast and a few 

kilometres from Santa Marta. It covers an extension of 15,000 hectares of which 12,000 are on land and 

3,000 are maritime with bays, unspoilt beaches, coral barriers, lush vegetation, mangroves and mountains. 

The Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, a massif that rises independently from the Andean range, houses an eco 

system unique in the world and is also the habitat of the indigenous communities of the Kogis, Arhuacos and 

Arsarios. Numerous species inhabit the park: over 100 mammals, 200 birds and numerous reptiles. Enjoy a 

gentle walk through the forest and its different micro climates. Birds are in abundance and it may be possible 

to see squirrels and monkeys playing in the trees. After roughly a 45 minute walk arrive at Arrecifes, one of 

the park’s most scenic and beautiful areas, with restless seas crashing on huge boulders. Continue walking 

along the coast to La Piscina, a naturally calm stretch of beach ideal for bathing. Enjoy free time on the 



 

 

beach to rest or swim. Return to Santa Marta the same way. Lunch at a local restaurant. Dinner at a local 

restaurant. 

Day 11: Tuesday, 14th February Santa Marta / Cartagena 

Drive (approx. 4-5 hrs) to Cartagena. Lunch at a local restaurant en-route. 

Check in at the Anandá Hotel where two nights are spent. The Anandá is located at the heart of the historic 

centre close to the Cathedral and Plaza de Santo Domingo. The hotel is a renovated colonial house which 

dates back to the early sixteenth century with three patios, a pool with Jacuzzi, spa, bar-lounge, two roof 

terraces and a third with a Jacuzzi. Its Carmen Restaurant serves international cuisine both in and outdoors 

under the shadow of an almond tree. Dinner at the hotel. 

   
              Minca             Tayrona 

Day 12: Wednesday, 15th February Cartagena 

Full day city tour of Cartagena which was founded in 1533 by the conqueror Don Pedro de Heredia and 

rapidly turned into a jewel in the Spanish crown. Cartagena was the first province to gain independence from 

Spain on 11th November 1811 and remains a real architectural treasure of civil, religious, military and 

governmental buildings. Start with a panoramic view of the city from the monastery and church of La Popa.  

Built in 1606, it is perched on the area’s best vantage point and was formerly called La Popa del Galeón, due 

to its incredible resemblance to the stern of a galleon.  Also visit the fortress of San Felipe de Barajas, built 

on the San Lázaro hill in order to defend the city from pirate attacks. Continue to the old town to visit the 

church and monastery of San Pedro Claver founded by the Jesuits and named after the Spanish-born monk 

Pedro Claver (1580-1654), who lived and died in the monastery. Called the Apostle of the Blacks or the 

Slave of the Slaves, he spent all his life ministering to the slaves brought from Africa. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Visit the Museo del Oro, which exhibits archaeological objects of the local pre-

Hispanic culture including the extraordinary Zenu people and their innovative flood management systems. 

Also visit the Palace of the Inquisition, recognisable by its magnificent baroque entrance. The meetings of 

the tribunal took place in the palace, and it housed the prison. It now exhibits a truly horrifying collection of 

implements of torture used on the alleged opponents of the Catholic church. Nearby is the Cathedral whose 

construction began in 1575 although building was delayed when it was partially destroyed by the cannons of 

Francis Drake in 1586. Continue to Santo Domingo Church which is the oldest church in the city, dating 

from 1552 and has a crooked bell tower. Dinner at a local restaurant. 



 

 

   
        Cartagena               San Pedro Claver Church 

Day 13: Thursday, 16th February Cartagena / Bogotá 

Morning at leisure. 

Lunch under own arrangements.  Transfer to Cartagena airport for a late afternoon Avianca flight to Bogotá 

connecting with an Avianca overnight flight to London.  

Day 14: Friday, 17th February Bogotá / London  

Arrive London Heathrow Airport mid-afternoon. 



 

 

 



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £5,735 

Single supplement: £580 

Business Class upgrade: £1,810 (subject to availability) 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £165 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 12 lunches; 11 dinners 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 all entrance fees 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 gratuities in restaurants 

 gratuities to driver/s; gratuities to guide/s 

 porterage  

 the services of your tour leader throughout 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 01/04/16 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 



 

 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details.   

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Health Requirements 

No vaccinations are required for entry but immunisation is usually recommended against Tetanus and 

Hepatitis A. A Yellow Fever vaccination certificate is not required for entry however the vaccination is 

recommended for those travelling to rural areas of Colombia. Although there is a minimal risk of malaria in 

Bogota, Cartagena and areas of high elevation, there is a high risk in other areas of the country and anti-

malarials are recommended.   

Detailed advice can be found on: http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations.aspx. Please check 

recommended practice with your GP, practice nurse or travel health clinic. 

This country has reported cases of Zika virus infection in the past 9 months. Pregnant travellers and those 

with serious health problems are advised to seek advice from a health professional before travel to areas with 

active ZIKV transmission. This is particularly relevant if you are planning to become pregnant, suffer from a 

severe, chronic medical condition, or have a medical condition that weakens your immune system. Pregnant 

women are advised to reconsider travel plans.  

Although you do not need a Yellow Fever Certificate to enter Colombia, increasingly, there are other 

countries (not just in Latin America but worldwide) that require a certificate if you have recently travelled in 

or transited through a country where there is a risk of yellow fever. We have recently had cases where, there 

was no actual requirement for a certificate to enter the country where the risk existed, but one was required 

for the subsequent destination and our clients were denied boarding by the airline. Original certificates are 

required. Scans or photocopies are unlikely to be accepted. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Colombia. 

Nationals of other countries should consult their local Colombian Consulate. Please ensure that your passport 

is valid for at least six months from the date of entry. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 
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