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Robin & Louella Hanbury-Tenison 

Robin Hanbury-Tenison OBE, DL was recently described by the Spectator as the doyen of British explorers.  

Conservationist, broadcaster, film maker, author of more than 20 books, lecturer, campaigner, farmer and, 

with his wife Louella, equestrian traveller par excellence, he is one of the few remaining British explorers to 

merit the name.  He is a Gold Medallist of the Royal Geographical Society, a Founder and President of 

Survival International, the world’s leading organisation supporting tribal peoples.  Named as the greatest 

explorer by the Sunday Times, he has been on over 30 expeditions, including as leader of the Royal 

Geographical Society’s largest expedition, taking 115 scientists to live for fifteen months in the interior of 

Borneo.  This research and his book, Mulu: the Rainforest, started the international concern for tropical 

rainforests. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Detailed Itinerary 
 
South Africa is often described as ‘a world in one country’, and this tour combines four of her most 

enduring attractions - wildlife, battlefields, wine and culture. From the cosmopolitan city of Cape 

Town, to the rolling vineyards of the winelands, the spectacular coastal scenery and battlefields rich 

in history, South Africa needs little introduction. 

Begin in Kwazulu Natal, steeped in history and literally littered with battlefields; from the struggles 

of the Zulu Civil Wars, to their clashes with the Boers and the British.  Visit the most well known 

sites where the legendary Battles of Iswandlwana and Rorke’s Drift took place on the same day, 

lodging the Zulus firmly at the top of great warrior nations. 

Get in touch with nature at Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve, a South African Natural Heritage 

Site. Bushmans Kloof is a sanctuary to more than 130 ancient Bushman rock art sites and home to 

many endangered species of flora and fauna. Exhilarating activities include nature drives and walks, 

canoeing and swimming in rock pools. 

In the course of the tour we explore not only Cape Town itself, but also the beautiful Kirstenbosch 

Botanical Gardens and the dramatic scenery of the Cape Point Nature Reserve.  We then venture to 

the Cape Winelands to see some of its most historic wine estates and cellars.  

Day 1: Sunday, 19th March London / Johannesburg 

Depart London Heathrow on a British Airways overnight flight to Cape Town International Airport. 

Day 2: Monday, 20th March Johannesburg / Rorke’s Drift 

On arrival transferto Fugitive's Drift Lodge by coach where three nights are spent. The Zulu War of 1879 is 

famous throughout the English-speaking world for the great battles of Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift. The 

spectacular Fugitives’ Drift property, a Natural Heritage Site, overlooks both Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift, 

and includes the site where Lts. Melvill and Coghill lost their lives attempting to save the Queen’s Colour of 

the 1/24th. 

Lunch at the lodge. Afternoon at leisure. Welcome drinks at the hotel followed by dinner. 

   
 Battle of Isandlwana Fugitive’s Drift 



 

 

Day 3: Tuesday, 21st March Rorke’s Drift 

Accompanied by knowledgeable experts explore the battlefields of the Anglo-Zulu War and the Reserve.  

Visit Isandlwana, Britain’s most famous colonial defeat at the hands of the Zulus wiping out a substantial 

British force including the 1st Battalion, 24th Foot, and Rorke’s Drift one of the greatest victories against 

overwhelming odds. Just over 150 British and colonial troops successfully defended the garrison against an 

intense assault by 3,000 to 4,000 Zulu warriors. The massive Zulu attacks on Rorke's Drift came very close 

to defeating the tiny garrison but were ultimately repelled. Eleven Victoria Crosses were awarded. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Dinner at the lodge. 

Day 4: Wednesday, 22nd March Rorke’s Drift 

Continue exploring the battlefields of Hlobane and Khambula. In the early hours of 28 March 1879 two 

British columns mounted an attack on the abaQulusi stronghold on Hlobane Mountain. Their advance was 

observed by the abaQulusi and their allies who attacked the one section of the British force on the summit, 

forcing the British to retreat down a mass of enormous boulders now known as “Devil’s Pass”. While the 

battle was in progress, the main Zulu army appeared while enroute to attack the British camp at Khambula 

and a section was detached to join the battle. They advanced up Ntshenteka Nek and attacked another section 

of the British force, which suffered heavy casualties. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Dinner at the lodge. 

Day 5: Thursday, 23rd March Rorke’s Drift / Cape Town 

This morning transfer to Durban King Shaka International Airport for a scheduled flight to Cape Town. On 

arrival at Cape Town International Airport transfer by coach for a tour of the Cape. Resting at the confluence 

of the Indian and Atlantic Ocean, sandwiched between the slopes of the iconic Table Mountain and the 

glistening sapphire waters of Table Bay, the exceptionally scenic city of Cape Town is in a class of its own. 

Take the Table Mountain cableway up and enjoy a guided orientation walk, taking in the magnificent views. 

Boasting revolving floors it gives passengers a 360 degree view. 

After descending the mountain lunch at a local restaurant. Depart on a tour of the “Mother City” taking in 

Signal Hill – where the Noon Day Gun is fired at midday, every day except Sunday – through the colourful 

Bo-Kaap or Cape Malay Quarter, past the Grand Parade, City Hall and the Castle of Good Hope and South 

African Cultural History Museum. Transfer to the Queen Victoria Hotel, overlooking Cape Town Harbour 

where three nights are spent. Queen Victoria Hotel is a haven of calm, luxury and understated opulence 

amongst the hustle and bustle of Cape Town’s popular V&A Waterfront.  Dinner under own arrangements.  

     
                                                                        Chapman’s Peak Drive                                                               Cape Point Nature Reserve 



 

 

Day 6: Friday, 24th March Cape Town 

Full day exploring the Cape Peninsula which offers a spectacular combination of beaches and mountains, 

with wonderfully well preserved areas interspersed with quaint towns and harbours. Highlights of the trip to 

Cape Point include one of the world’s most spectacular drives, Hout Bay, Chapman’s Peak, Noordhoek 

Beach, the Cape Point Nature Reserve and two lighthouses on the tip of Africa. See Boulders Beach in 

Simonstown, famous for its colony of urban African penguins, plus Kalk Bay essentially a fishing village, 

still a lively working harbour and one of the best places to buy fresh fish straight off the boat. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Dinner at Gold Restaurant, an African 14-course menu in a safari lodge setting. 

Day 7: Saturday, 25th March Cape Town 

Morning tour of Robben Island. Robben Island needs no introduction with regards to the significance of its 

place in South Africa’s and indeed the world’s history.  As “home” to one of the world’s most famous 

prisoners, statesmen and leaders in Nelson Mandela, Robben Island is quite possibly most well known 

island-prison on the planet. An icon of struggle, freedom and hope. 

   
 Protea, Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens 

Lunch under own arrangements. Continue to the world-famous Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, 

spectacularly sited on the lower slopes of Table Mountain. The gardens contain 9000 of the country's 18,000 

species and has formal gardens and lawns as well as a wild section of mountain forest. Return to the hotel for 

dinner under own arrangements. 

Day 8: Sunday, 26th March Cape Town / Cederberg 

Check out of the hotel and transfer to the Cedarberg to Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Retreat where two 

nights are spent. A haven of staggering beauty and timeless tranquillity where abundant wildlife roam free, 

Bushmans Kloof is set in the heart of the Cederberg Mountains, only 270km from Cape Town. Here wide 

open plains, majestic rock formations and crystal clear waterfalls provide a natural playground to set the 

scene for a unique wilderness experience. This 5-star Relais & Châteaux lodge has won many international 

awards, including being voted as Best Hotel in the World. 

Lunch at the lodge. A variety of lodge activities are available. Dinner at the lodge.  

Day 9: Monday, 27th March Cederberg 

Day to enjoy the activities at the lodge. The reserve offers walking, river walks, canoeing and swimming in 

crystal clear natural rock pools, bird watching, rock art excursions, game viewing and sunset game drives in 
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open 4x4 game vehicles.  It is the perfect environment for painting, photography and quality down-time. All 

meals included plus afternoon high tea. 

Day 10: Tuesday, 28th March Cederberg / Stellenbosch 

Check out of the hotel and transfer to Stellenbosch. A blend of historical architecture, student life, epicurean 

delights and oak-lined avenues, Stellenbosch is a picturesque university town surrounded by mountains and 

vineyards. Visit the studio and sculpture garden of artist Dylan Lewis, one of South Africa’s most famous 

living artists. 

Transfer to Warwick Wine Estate for a picnic lunch. Continue to the Oude Werf Hotel where you will spend 

the next three nights. Established in 1802, Oude Werf is South Africa's oldest and most historic hotel and has 

defined hospitality and fine dining for centuries. Located on vibrant Church Street, Oude Werf retains the 

graceful ambience of Georgian style throughout. Dinner under own arrangements. 

     
  Babylonstoren          Franschhoek 

Day 11: Wednesday, 29th March Stellenbosch 

Today make your way out into the picturesque winelands visiting South Africa’s most famous wine farms –

Babylonstoren one of the oldest Cape Dutch farms, L'Ormarins and La Motte, located in the beautiful wine 

valley of Franschhoek. It has become the gourmet capital of South Africa, with great wines, world-class 

restaurants and lovely hotels in a stunning natural setting. Browse the markets, shops and little galleries. 

Lunch at La Motte, home to the finest wines and recognised internationally for exceptional quality. It is 

famous for its picturesque setting, traditional cuisine and historic charm. Return to the hotel for dinner under 

own arrangements. 

Day 12: Thursday, 30th March Stellenbosch 

Day at leisure to relax at the hotel and explore the local area with lunch at the hotel. A walking tour of the 

town centre allows visitors to take in its beautifully preserved Cape Dutch and Victorian architecture, as well 

as the many enticing art galleries and shops. 

Farewell dinner at a local restaurant.  

Day 13: Friday, 31st March Stellenbosch / Cape Town / London 

Depart to Cape Town International Airport for a British Airways flight to London Heathrow, departing in the 

evening. Overnight in flight. 
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Day 14: Saturday, 1st April Cape Town / London 

Arrive into London Heathrow early morning. 



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £4,995 

Single supplement:  £995 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights as per the itinerary 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable - currently £320 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 10 lunches; 7 dinners 

 all entrance fees, visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 gratuities in restaurants for included meals 

 gratuities to driver/s, gratuities to guide/s 

 porterage 

 the services of your tour leaders throughout the tour 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 gratuities to guide/s  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 27/05/16 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details.   



 

 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit South Africa. 

Nationals of other countries should consult their local Consulates. Please ensure that your passport is valid 

for at least six months from the date of entry. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo

