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Join us aboard Sea Cloud II for a glorious early summer 
journey to many places in the Mediterranean that are 

beyond the reach of the mega-cruise ships. From our starting 
point in Malta we sail north to Sicily before continuing to 
Sardinia, Corsica and the Italian and French Rivieras. Along 
the way we will call into some stunning harbours, explore 
Medieval towns and charming villages, discover UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites and enjoy wine and olive oil tastings. 

Our journey begins with two nights on the beautiful island 
of Malta, during which time we have arranged for a private 
dinner at Xara Palace, Relais & Chateaux, a fabulous late 
17th century property uniquely located within the historic 
city of Mdina. We embark the magnificent Sea Cloud II 
in the grand harbour of Valletta and the beginning of our 
voyage focuses on Sicily. With a history of some 3000 years, 
this gem of an island has witnessed wave after wave of 
invasions bringing new cultures and ideas which has resulted 
in some lofty and noble architecture from magnificent Doric 
temples to great Byzantine cathedrals and bizarrely styled 
villas. After our time spent in Sicily we will make our way 
to Sardinia and visit the island of La Maddalena, used by 
Nelson to shelter his fleet from 1803 to 1805, before calling 
into Corsica. Although officially part of France, the island 
of Corsica has its own identity in everything from customs 
to language and benefits from magnificent geographical 
diversity ranging from stunning natural harbours to picture 
perfect hilltop villages and a majestic countryside of 
vineyards and deep valleys. 

From Corsica we sail on to the Italian and French Rivieras 
to experience the breathtaking coastal scenery before 
sailing to Barcelona where our voyage ends. With so many 
experiences on offer during our voyage we have planned the 
itinerary carefully to ensure there is adequate time to relax 
onboard, join the guided excursions and explore some of 
the charming villages and towns under your own steam in 
addition to spending time under sail.

Day 1 London to Malta. Fly by 
scheduled flight. On arrival transfer 
to the Phoenicia Hotel (or similar) 
for a two night stay.

Day 2 Malta. This morning we will 
explore Valletta, the 16th century 
‘Fortress City’ built by the knights 
of St John. We will enjoy stunning 
views across the harbour from 
the Barakka Gardens, explore 
Merchants street containing the 
surviving auberges built by the 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, 
together with the palace where 
Napoleon Bonaparte is believed 
to have stayed in 1798. Our final 
stop will be at St John’s Cathedral. 
The barrel vault of the cathedral 
is painted with scenes from the 
life of St. John and the floor is 
inlaid with the glittering tombs 

of 400 Knights. Chapels around 
the sides belong to the different 
‘tongues’ of the Order and in the 
oratory is Caravaggio’s intensely 
moving picture, ‘The Beheading 
of St. John’. We will return to the 
hotel in the late morning and this 
afternoon you can choose to enjoy 
the wonderful gardens and facilities 
of the hotel or return to Valletta 
to explore independently. This 
evening we will drive to Mdina. 
Originally, this city, was given the 
name of ‘Citta Nobile’ and is now 
known as the ‘Silent City’ it lies 
at the heart of the island. Mdina 
is Phoenician in origin and was 
the fortified capital of the island, 
before the arrival of the Knights. 
Within its powerful encircling walls, 
the city towers on a steep hill in 
the centre of the island. Here, 
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“There are of course many cruises ships 
in the Mediterranean during the summer 
months but surely none as beautiful as Sea 
Cloud II. Our journey will take in some of the 
most beautiful spots in Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica 
and the Riviera and we hope to travel to many of these under sail. Unlike 
other cruise ships we will not speed through our itinerary but take things 
at a leisurely pace allowing time to relax on deck whilst under sail, enjoy 
lecture programmes and spend time enjoying the vessel. Our itinerary 
has been designed to offer, in most ports, passengers a choice of joining 
the organised shore excursions or simply stepping off the vessel and 
exploring at leisure.”

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Valletta Calanques of cassis

for centuries, the Maltese noble 
families resided and still do so 
today. We will enjoy dinner at the 
Xara Palace, Relais & Chateaux, 
which is a fabulous late 17th 
century property uniquely located 
within the historic city.

Day 3 Malta. Spend a morning at 
leisure before meeting in the early 
afternoon for a tour to the Three 
Cities, a collective description of the 
three fortified cities of Cospicua, 
Vittoriosa, and Senglea, enclosed 
by the massive line of fortification 
created by the Knights of St John. 
We then visit the southern fishing 
village of Marsaxlokk where we will 
enjoy a walking tour of this seaside 
village which is memorable for the 
many colourful, traditional fishing 
boats called luzzu. The painted 
eyes on these luzzus are believed 
to protect the boats from danger. 
There will be some time at leisure 
in this picturesque town before 
transferring to Sea Cloud II moored 
in the grand harbour of Valletta. 
Embark and enjoy the views as we 
sail in the early evening.

Day 4 Agrigento, Sicily. Enjoy a 
morning at sea as we sail to Sicily 
arriving during lunch. Although 
handsome in its own right and 
awash with Medieval atmosphere, 
Agrigento is not our main reason for 
calling at this southern coast port. 
Close by, is the Valle dei Templi, 
a series of Doric temples and the 
most captivating of Sicilian Greek 
remains, and a grouping unique 
outside Greece. Surrounded in the 
greenery of olive and almond trees, 
admire the Temple of Hera, the 
Temple of Concord, the Dioscuri 
Temple, the Temple of Olympic 
Jove and the Temple of Hercules. 
If time permits we will also visit the 
excellent archaeological museum 

before returning to the ship and 
sailing over dinner.

Day 5 Trapani. Trapani was the 
landing point for Peter of Aragon 
in 1282 to start the Spanish 
occupation of Sicily and is our 
base for the day. From the port 
we travel to the nearby town of 
Erice, famed in antiquity for its 
temple dedicated to the goddess 
of love, the Phoenician Astarte, 
Greek Aphrodite or Roman Venus. 
A tour will take us to this stunning 
site high above the sea and to the 
beautifully preserved Medieval 
town which is characterised by its 
winding, cobbled stone streets and 
beautiful courtyards. We return 
to Sea Cloud II for lunch and this 
afternoon you can enjoy free time 
to explore Trapani independently 
or join us on a visit to an olive oil 
farm, which dates from 1700 and 
is built around a beautiful Sicilian 
family house. During our visit 
we will learn about the history 
and techniques of the farm’s 
extra virgin oil production before 
enjoying a tasting. Also enjoy 
traditional Sicilian foods including 
cheeses, olives and breads whilst 
accompanied by local musicians.

Day 6 At sea. A leisurely day 
onboard as we sail to Sardinia.

Day 7 Olbia and Isla Maddalena, 
Sardinia. From our berth in Olbia 
we will travel by land to Palau and 
then on to La Maddalena by local 
boats and spend the morning 
exploring this pretty island which 
is well off the beaten tourist track. 
In 1789 Napoleon, then a young 
artillery commander was thwarted in 
his attempt to take the Maddalena 
archipelago by local Sardinian 
forces and in 1803 Lord Nelson 
arrived. The superb anchorage at 

La Maddalena was used by Nelson 
to shelter his fleet during the long 
blockade of Toulon from 1803 to 
1805. In recognition of the kindness 
shown by the islanders, Nelson 
gave some silver candle holders 
and a crucifix which can still be seen 
today in the church. The afternoon 
will be at leisure to explore Olbia, 
a fetching city, the historic centre 
is full of boutiques, wine bars and 
cafe-rimmed piazzas.

Day 8 Bonifacio, Corsica. We arrive 
this morning in Corsica and berth in 
Bonifacio’s stunning natural harbour. 
Well known by Odysseus as the 
home of the savage and giant 
Laestrygonians, today Bonifacio’s 
breathtaking cliff-top setting 
and relaxed pace make it one of 
the most welcoming ports in the 
Mediterranean. On our morning 
tour we explore the narrow streets 
and the historical heart of the town. 
We will also discover the Bosco 
quarter with the St Francis convent, 
the 14th century church of St Marie 
Majeure and take in the views from 
the cliff top on which the city is built. 
Return to the vessel for lunch and 
an afternoon sailing.

Day 9 Calvi. Calvi is the capital of 
the prosperous Balagne region 
of the island. Enjoy the vista of 
the surrounding green hills which 
form a natural amphitheatre and is 
known as the ‘Garden of Corsica’. A 
guided tour will lead us through 
the alleyways and cobbled streets 
before continuing to the imposing 
citadel. Built by the Genoese, this 
15th century structure has seen 
off several assaults through the 
centuries and offers wonderful 
views from its five bastions. We 
will also see the Caserne Sampiero 
and 13th century Cathedral St Jean 
Baptiste. This afternoon there will 

be an opportunity to explore the 
flora of Corsica with a visit to the 
seven hectare Parc de Saleccia. 
Here you can explore the range 
of paths through the gardens and 
see the tough plants of the maquis, 
pines, myrtles, figs and over 100 
varieties of olive trees.  

Day 10 San Remo, Italy. In the 
late 19th century, San Remo 
enjoyed a reputation as a premier 
resort for wealthy European 
and noble families including 
Empress Nicholas II of Russia 
and Tchaikovsky who completed 
Eugene Onegin here in 1878. 
The Russian influence can still be 
seen in the onion domed Russian 
Orthodox church on the seafront. 
Enjoy time exploring the twisting 
labyrinth of lanes in the old town 
that lead up from the waterfront or 
maybe walk along the promenade 
to the gardens at Villa Ormond. 
Alternatively, join the tour inland to 
the Medieval town of Dolceaqua. 
Made up of two villages connected 
by a Medieval humpback bridge 
it inspired Monet who defined it 
as ‘a jewel of lightness’. We will 
enjoy a walking tour through the 
picturesque alleys to the Doria 
Castle and a tasting of the villages 
famous Rossese red wine and olive 
oil in a local taverna. Return to Sea 
Cloud II for lunch and an afternoon 
at sea.
  
Day 11 Sanary Sur Mer, France. 
Today we will anchor off the 
picturesque and typically Provencal 
port of Sanary sur Mer. Colourful 
‘pointu’ fishing boats bob in the 
harbour and pretty white and pink 
cottages line the shallow sandy 
beach. Spend the morning strolling 
around the town at leisure, perhaps 
visit Wednesday’s colourful market 
which draws people from miles 
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Bonifacio

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, two nights hotel 
accommodation in Malta on bed and breakfast basis, dinner on day 2, ten nights 
aboard Sea Cloud II on a full board basis, house wine, beer and soft drinks 
with lunch and dinner, tour leader, Guest Speaker, shore excursions, gratuities, 
transfers and port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance. 
NB. The ship will be at anchor in San Remo and Sanary Sur Mer and the  
Zodiacs/tender will be used to transport passengers ashore. In the event that we 
are unable to anchor off these ports due to bad weather we will call into larger 
nearby ports where we are able to berth. Ports subject to change.

Cabin Description DeckCat Special offer price

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

 E Deluxe double Cabin

 D Deluxe double Cabin 

 C Deluxe double Promenade 

 B Junior Suite Promenade 

 A Luxury Owner’s Suite Lido 

 F Stateroom for sole use Cabin 

 E Deluxe double for sole use Cabin

£5995
£6495
£6895
£7095
£8095
£6395
£7495

sPecial oFFer - saVe £500 Per Person For a liMiTeD TiMe only
Brochure price

£6495
£6995
£7395
£7595
£8595
£6895
£7995

around, or enjoy a bouillabaisse in 
a local restaurant. This afternoon 
there will be the choice of a boat 
trip to Les Calanques, stunning 
fjord-like inlets carved into the 
limestone that stretch along the 
coast from Marseilles to Cassis 
or alternatively there will be an 
excursion inland to the hilltop 
Medieval village of Le Castellet. 
This remarkable stronghold, 
formerly owned by the Lords of Les 
Baux, has well preserved ramparts, 
a carefully restored 12th century 
church and a castle dating back 
to the 11th century. We will have 
time to explore the village and its 
winding streets before enjoying a 
wine tasting at one of Le Castellet’s 
centuries-old vineyards.

Day 12 Port Vendres for Collioure. 
After a morning at sea we will 
berth at Port Vendres. The ‘Côte 
Vermeille’, or rocky coast, is one 

of the most beautiful parts of the 
Mediterranean and inspired some 
of the world’s most famous artists. 
This morning we will drive the short 
distance to Collioure which has 
always been a source of inspiration 
for artists. Picasso, Derain, Dufy, 
Chagall, Matisse and Marquet have 
all stopped in Collioure to capture its 
special light and to immortalise the 
small Catalan harbour in their works. 
Here we will have time to explore 
the colourful streets and visit the 
local artist studios before continuing 
to the Royal Castle, the summer 
residence of the Kings of Majorca 
from 1276-1344. Here we will see 
underground passages, the 16th 
century prison and the 13th century 
chapel before walking to the Church 
of Notre Dame des Anges.

Day 13 Barcelona, Spain to London. 
Disembark this morning and return 
to London by scheduled flight.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Barcelona to Bilbao Post-Cruise Extension 
26th May to 1st June 2017

Day 1 Barcelona to Cardona. After disembarking the Sea Cloud II this 
morning we will drive through Catalonia to the Medieval hill town of 
Cardona. Dating from the 11th century the town grew as a centre for 
salt extraction from the Vali Salina which was traded through Western 
Europe. We will have time to explore the historic centre before enjoying 
our overnight stay at the Parador de Cardona situated in the 9th century 
castle overlooking the town and the lands along the Cardoner River 
below. Enjoy free time before we meet this evening for dinner. 
Day 2 Cardona to San Juan de La Pena. After breakfast in the Parador 
we will make our journey from Catalonia to Aragon. Our first call will 
be in Lleida, one of the oldest towns in Catalonia dating to the Bronze 
Age. On a city drive we will see sights including the old Cathedral with 
its impressive gothic cloisters. We will enjoy lunch before heading to a 
nearby bodega to enjoy a tasting of the local cava. This afternoon we 
head to the Aragon’s Pyrenees region and the stunning Monastery of 
San Juan de la Pena which is built into the surrounding mountains and 
where we will stay the night. We enjoy a guided tour of both the 10th 
century Royal Monastery, including the Romanesque church, and the 
gothic San Victorian Chapel. Tonight we enjoy dinner in the monastery.
Day 3 San Juan de la Pena to Pamplona. This morning we drive the 
short distance to Jaca where we will see the magnificent cathedral 
and watchtower before having time to explore the atmospheric plazas 
and streets. In the late morning we will continue to the Monastery of 
Leyre situated in the foothills of the mountains surrounded by beautiful 
scenery. We will explore the 11th century crypt, a Gothic church vault 
and the Porta Speciosa, a beautiful Romanesque portico from the 12th 
century whilst if we are lucky we will hear the moving Gregorian chants of 
the Benedictine monks. Our day ends in Pamplona where we will settle 
into the Gran Hotel La Perla, for our two night stay, before meeting for 
dinner tonight in a local restaurant.
Day 4 Pamplona. This morning enjoy a tour of Pamplona including the 
Cathedral de Santa Maria, the city walls and learn about Hemingways’s 
time in the city and the festivals including the famous “running of the 
bulls”. The remainder of the day is free to explore the compact Casco 
Antiguo enjoying the architecture, parks, churches and enticing cafes at 
your own pace. Tonight enjoy dinner under your own arrangements and 
choose from one of the wonderful restaurants in the city.
 Day 5 Olite & Rioja. Our first call today will be the beautiful small town 
of Olite where we will see the magnificent Palacio Real del Olite. The 
castle was renowned as one of the most luxurious Medieval castles 
in Europe and today we can explore the wonderful halls, keeps and 
dungeons as well as the views over the old town. We continue into 
the famous Rioja wine region where we stop at the beautiful village of 
Laguardia. Here we will visit one of the local vineyards and enjoy a tour 
of the cellars and a wine tasting. We will overnight in Rioja at the Hotel 
Villa de la Guardia and enjoy dinner at our hotel. 
Day 6 Rioja to Bilbao. Enjoy a leisurely morning before we drive 
to Bilbao. On arrival we will see the sights of Bilbao including the 
Guggenheim Museum before checking into the Palacio Urgioti hotel. 
This evening we enjoy a pintxos tour and dinner including a chance to 
enjoy the local specialities matched with local wines. 
Day 7 Bilbao to London. After breakfast in the hotel transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.
Price per person
Twin: £1795 Single: £2295

Price Includes: Six nights accommodation at hotels as detailed on bed and 
breakfast basis, lunch on days 2 and 5, dinner on days 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6, all 
excursions, transfers, Tour Manager, gratuities. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance.
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Sea Cloud II

Your Cabin/Suite 
Built to accommodate 96 passengers in five star luxury, Sea Cloud II offers 
a range of beautifully appointed suites and cabins which are furnished 
with great style. Spread over three decks are 29 deluxe outside cabins with 
showers, 16 junior suites with bathtubs, and two owner suites with bathtubs 
and showers. All accommodations have outside views and the bathrooms, 
in light marble, are unusually spacious and aesthetically pleasing. The two 
owner suites feature a king size canopy bed and all other cabins feature 
queen size beds (with separate mattresses, excluding category F  
staterooms which feature upper and lower single beds). Cabin sizes range 
from 16m2 to 27m2 (category F measure 12m2). The finest, carefully chosen 
fabrics, combined with leather, rattan and other materials, brass and gold, 
precious woods and marble together create an impressive ensemble. All 
cabins have a television with DVD player, minibar, dressing table, wardrobe 
and a safe. A welcome bottle of champagne and a fruit basket which is 
replenished daily are provided to enjoy whilst in your cabin. 

Your Space 
No expense has been spared to create a sympathetic ambience in both 
the accommodations and public areas and this is reflected throughout 
the vessel. Public areas include an elegant lounge, library, fitness centre, 
boutique, lido bar and hospital. The single sitting dining room is airy and 
modern and the quality of the cuisine and service will be to the highest 
of standards, as one would expect on a Sea Cloud II cruise. The Lounge 
is located mid-ship on the Lido Deck offering comfortable seating areas. 
The vessel’s magnificent Steinway can be found here and will be played for 
your enjoyment by an accomplished pianist. In addition enjoy interesting 
lectures and presentations, or perhaps a drink from the bar. There is also a 
library onboard where you can relax, write postcards, play a board game, 
find a film to watch in your cabin, send emails from the laptop or just 
enjoy the peaceful atmosphere. Relax on the Lido deck and experience 
the natural grandeur of travelling under sail whilst watching the sailors 
manoeuver the sails high above, rekindling memories of a bygone age.

Your Dining
The cuisine aboard the Sea Cloud II is of an exceptionally high standard, 
and has been accepted by the international Chaîne des Rôtisseurs. Enjoy 
international dishes complemented by local specialities selected fresh from 
the market by the onboard chef. Dinner is served à la carte and is a four 
course affair with a vegetarian option always available. All cruises aboard 
the Sea Cloud II are full board with carefully selected wines and beers 
served to complement your lunch and dinner. All soft drinks, coffee and tea 
whilst onboard are also included. 

Life Onboard 
Whilst there are many large sailing ships offering passages around the 
world there are few if any that can compare in terms of luxury to Sea Cloud 
II. Despite the luxurious setting, casual clothing is appropriate and the 
atmosphere onboard is friendly and generally informal. Service is personal, 
and the crew of 65 quickly acquaint themselves with passengers and 

For this voyage under sail we have chartered the magnificent Sea Cloud II. Launched in 2001, she is a stunning vessel, built 
along traditional lines, but offering deluxe accommodation. She combines the timeless elegance of sailing ships of the past 
with the highest safety standards and the luxurious comfort of modern cruise ships. The 32,150 square feet of sails is set by 
hand which is a truly magical sight; she really is the most exquisite of vessels. 
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Category B cabin

 On Deck

 Dining on Deck

 Restaurant

Category A cabin

 Lounge

  Lido deck

the officers on the bridge are also available to answer 
questions; manoeuvres permitting. After all, Sea Cloud II 
is not only a cruise ship, but a private yacht as well.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
Sea Cloud II combines the timeless elegance of sailing 
ships of the past with the highest safety standards and the 
luxurious comfort of modern cruise ships. The hospital 
is located on the Cabin Deck and is staffed by a ship’s 
doctor. In consideration of all passengers, smoking is 
not permitted onboard with the exception of designated 
areas on open decks.

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | noble-caledonia.co.uk
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