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Andy Bunten 

An obsessive enthusiast about wildlife since he can remember, Andy has worked all his life in nature 

conservation for wildlife trusts, local government and, for 26 years, for the RSPB. He was the RSPB's 

Regional Director for the South East of England for five years before, taking up the reins as Director of the 

North of England in 1991. He is widely travelled, having led tours to destinations as far afield as Spitsbergen 

to the Seychelles and Egypt to Hungary. He is a regular visitor to this area of Austria which is one of his 

favourite parts of Europe. During the tour there will be informal talks and guidance from expert birder Andy, 

who will share his 50 years of wildlife watching experience. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Travel with wildlife and ornithology expert Andy Bunten to the eastern lowland region of Austria, 

an area of outstanding diversity of birds and other wildlife. Begin at Lake Neusiedl, the most 

westerly of the European steppe lakes and also the largest lake in Austria, almost completely 

surrounded by reedbeds. It is one of Europe’s least known and most important wildlife hotspots, 

home to many rare animals, butterflies, amphibians and hundreds of bird species, both migratory 

and resident. 

Other highlights will be to visit a local winery and to take a boat trip on the lake. Search for Great 

Bustards on the Tadten Plain by the Hungarian border and cross into Hungary to explore the lakes, 

marshes and wet forests of the ‘Hansag’. Watch nesting storks on the colourful houses of the 

attractive village of Rust and visit the impressive baroque Esterhàzy Palace in Eisenstadt and 

discover its associations with Joseph Haydn along with the composer’s nearby house, now a 

museum. Explore Hohe Wand, a spectacular wooded, ancient volcanic plateau rising from the 

surrounding plain. End with a chance to sample the cultural wonders of Vienna including 

Schőnbrunn Palace, summer residence of the Habsburgs, and the art treasures of the 

Kunsthistorisches Museum. 

   
   Reedbed Lake Neusiedl               Feruginous Duck 

Day 1: Saturday, 13th May London / Vienna / Lake Neusiedl 

Morning departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Vienna Airport. On arrival drive to 

the town of Neusiedl Am See located in Burgenland on the northern shore of Lake Neusiedl, close to the 

Hungarian border. Check into the modern four star Hotel Wende where four nights are spent. Dinner at the 

hotel.   

Day 2: Sunday, 14th May Lake Neusiedl 

Explore the northern shores of Lake Neusiedl where the warm shallow waters are almost completely 

surrounded by reedbeds. Great White Egrets, Bitterns, and Purple Herons, breeding Black-tailed Godwits 

and migrating Ruffs are just some of the many wading birds found here. Look out for butterflies and 

amphibians including the Fire-bellied Toad and wonderful displays of wetland orchids and other spring 

flowers such as Siberian Blue Iris.  



 

 

Lunch of traditional locally sourced sausages and cheeses followed by a wine tasting at the Kracher Winery. 

The winery lies within the Neusiedl See-Seewinkel National Park on the east side of the lake near the 

attractive town of Illmitz. Here the evaporation of the water from the lake and the warm climate create the 

ideal climate for the production of sweet wines such as Beerenauslese and Trockenbeerenauslese. Take a 

horse and carriage ride through the vineyards and the national park. Characteristic of the area are wide open 

plains and salt marsh flora, with many small soda lakes. Visit two of these, Zicklake and Kirchsee, and the 

Illmitz Causeway and look out for waders such as Avocet, Black-winged Stilt, Little Ringed and Kentish 

Plovers as well as warblers such as the Barred Warbler and an abundance of waterfowl including Black 

Terns and the rare Ferruginous Duck. The flower-rich pasture known as ‘Hutweide’ attracts many butterflies 

and Roe Deer and Brown Hare are frequently seen. Dinner at Varga traditional fish restaurant, a family run 

restaurant serving locally caught fish. 

   
                 Neusiedl See-Seewinkel National Park              Wet forest Hansag 

Day 3: Monday, 15th May Lake Neusiedl & Hansag 

Day excursion to the Tadten Plain, lying between Andau and the Hungarian border, which is another of the 

most interesting wildlife areas in Eastern Austria and where birds of prey such as Marsh and Montagu’s 

Harriers, Buzzards and occasionally even Red-Footed Falcons can be seen hunting over the fields and the 

bushes are favoured perches of Corn Buntings, Shrikes and skulking Nightingales. A highlight will be to 

watch displaying Great Bustards, the heaviest flying bird in Europe. At times during the day they gather to 

perform their spectacular ‘foam bath’ displays. Continue to the Eiserkanal and cross the border in Hungary 

over the Andau Bridge across which Hungarian refugees escaped the Hungarian Revolution in 1956. Look 

out for Brown Hares, Hairy Dragonflies and Lesser Spotted Eagles. 

Cross into Hungary for a traditional Hungarian lunch at a local restaurant. After lunch explore the lakes, 

marshes and wet forests of the ‘Hansag’ (between Mosonmagyarovar, Csorna and Kapuvar). The ‘flatlands’ 

of the Hansag are being restored to their former glory and this extensive patchwork of habitats is home to a 

wealth of wildlife. Explore the wet forest where birds such as Golden Oriole, Middle Spotted Woodpecker, 

Collared Flycatcher and River Warblers can be seen. Return to the Hotel Wende for dinner. 

Day 4: Tuesday, 16th May Lake Neusiedl 

Visit the west side of Lake Neusiedl including the charming little village of Rust, probably the most beautiful 

village in the region with its old town square, colourful 16th to 18th century houses and White Storks nesting 

on the rooftops. From Rust take a boat tour of the lake for close up views of waterfowl, herons and terns and 

to listen to the ‘jag-jag-jag’ of the amazingly loud Great Reed Warbler. 



 

 

Lunch at the Rathauskeller in Rust. This afternoon visit the fine baroque Esterhàzy Palace in Eisenstadt, the 

capital of Burgenland. The palace gives a fascinating glimpse of the resplendent life once lived at the court 

of the Esterházy Princes and visitors can admire the Hydnsaal, one of the most beautiful and acoustically 

perfect concert halls in the world. Continue to the nearby Haydn Museum, the former residence of the 

renowned musician and composer. In his position as music director at the Esterházy court, Joseph Haydn 

acquired this baroque house along with its herb garden in 1766 and lived there for twelve years. Here the 

composer’s life and work is portrayed in carefully reconstructed rooms, including kitchen and bedroom. 

Dinner at the hotel.  

   
     Rust        Hohe Wand 

Day 5: Wednesday, 17th May Lake Neusiedl / Hohe Wand 

This morning drive to Hohe Wand mountain ridge, one of the Vienna Hausberge mountains, part of the 

Gutenstein Alps. It derives its name, which means ‘High Wall’, from the steep rock faces on its south and 

southeast side. Its wooded high plateau is 1,135m above sea level and about 8km long and commands superb 

views over the surrounding area. Its flora and fauna lie in the transition zone influenced on the one hand by 

the Alps and on the other by the Pannonian Plain and the woodlands are home to birds such as Nutcrackers, 

Hazel Grouse, Bonelli’s Warbler and Firecrests and species of butterflies such as Swallowtail, Large 

Tortoiseshell and Apollo. It may also be possible to glimpse the occasional roe deer. 

After a full day’s exploration and a picnic lunch, check in at the simple and comfortable family-owned 

guesthouse, Alpengasthof Postl, where one night is spent. Dinner at the guesthouse. 

Day 6: Thursday, 18th May Hohe Wand / Vienna 

Following an early morning walk on Hohe Wand, depart for Vienna. 

Lunch at Artner restaurant. Check into luxury Hotel Bristol, located next to the Vienna State Opera House, 

where two nights are spent. Walking tour of the Old City, discovering the hidden alleyways and courtyards 

behind the splendid buildings of Imperial Vienna including the impressive Romanesque and Gothic St. 

Stephens Cathedral.  

Option to attend an evening  performance of the ballet Swan Lake with music by Tchaikovsky at the Wiener 

Staatsoper. Dinner under own arrangements.  

Day 7: Friday, 19th May Vienna 

Early morning departure for a visit to Schönbrunn Palace, the former summer residence of the Habsburg 

emperors and one of Europe’s most impressive baroque palace complexes. Begin with a walk around the 



 

 

formal gardens surrounding the palace, a wonderful place to see woodpeckers, Hawfinches, flycatchers and 

red squirrels. Visit the state apartments of the palace. 

Return to Vienna for lunch at the Kunsthistorisches Museum Café. Visit the Kunsthistorisches Museum 

which houses the paintings, sculpture, decorative arts and ancient antiquities collected by the Habsburgs. The 

resulting collection is considered one of the greatest and most extensive in the world.  Highlights include 

masterpieces by artists such as Titian, Canaletto, Brueghel, Rubens and Van Dyck. Dinner at a traditional 

heuriger (wine tavern). 

Day 8: Saturday, 20th May Vienna / London 

Morning at leisure to explore Vienna further.  

Lunch under own arrangements. Transfer to Vienna Airport for an early afternoon British Airways flight to 

London Heathrow. 

   
    St. Stephans          Schönbrunn 

 



 

 

Tour Price 
COST PER PERSON:  £3,095 

Single supplement:  £295 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £72 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 6 lunches; 6 dinners 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 all entrance fees 

 gratuities to guide/s  

 gratuities to driver/s 

 gratuities in restaurants 

 porterage  

 the services of your tour leader throughout  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 19/08/16 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also decline to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 



 

 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Health Requirements 

No special precautions are required for travel to the Austria, and no inoculations are necessary. For further 

advice, please consult your GP. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit to Austria for 

stays less than 3 months. Nationals of other countries should consult their local Austrian Embassy. Please 

ensure that your passport is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional 

period of validity on your passport beyond this. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 
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