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Contact Sophie Pullan 

Direct Line 020 7386 4677 

Telephone 020 7386 4620 

Fax 020 7386 8652 

Email sophie@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

Cicely Taylor 

After many years spent devising and leading walking holidays for Serenissima and other travel  companies, 

Cicely turned to accompanying rather less energetic touring and cruise groups, sometimes together with her 

artist and writer husband Max as a lecturer.  With well over a hundred tours to numerous destinations under 

her belt, she continues to embark on new adventures with un-dimmed enthusiasm. 

Professor Alexei Leporc 

Professor Alexei Leporc is a Curator of Western European Art at the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg. 

He is also Professor of 15th – 20th Century West European art and architecture at St. Petersburg Europe 

University. He regularly accompanies our groups in St. Petersburg and those who have travelled with him 

will be familiar with his fluent command of English and unmatched knowledge of history and architecture. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Professor Alexei Leporc, curator of the State Hermitage St. Petersburg, accompanied by Cicely 

Taylor, gives an illuminating introduction to two of the Baltic's most attractive cities, and the 

surrounding areas of Lithuania, fast being recognised as one of Europe’s gems. 

Begin in Riga, the capital of Latvia, which underwent a renaissance after gaining independence 

from Soviet occupation in 1991. The medieval Old Town at its heart has been perfectly preserved 

and fully restored after forty years of neglect. Riga immediately charms – picturesque cobbled 

streets lined with vividly painted houses spanning six centuries contrast with flamboyantly 

decorated 19th and early 20th-century Art Nouveau buildings. Travel out of the city to the 18th-

century Palace of Rundale now, after renovation, the finest palace in the Baltic States.   

Travel on to Vilnius, capital of Lithuania, known for its refreshing old world charm and fortunate to 

escape war damage during World War II so that its uniquely rich architectural heritage remains 

largely intact and extremely beautiful. Its Old Town is one of the largest and best-preserved in 

Europe, a mixture of various architectural styles, gothic, renaissance and baroque. Continue to 

Lithuania’s second city Kaunas, also stunningly beautiful, where the 21st century has hardly 

touched every day life. See the dramatic 14th century Trakai Castle, former summer residence of 

the Grand Dukes of Lithuania, set on an island in the vast forested Trakai National Park. Also visit 

the important historic ice-free Baltic trading ports of Klaipeda with its fine timber houses and 

Liepaja ‘City of Wind’. 

   
   Riga                     Riga Cathedral 

Day 1: Wednesday, 10th May London / Riga 

Morning departure from London Gatwick on an Air Baltic flight to Riga Airport arriving in the early 

afternoon. Transfer to the Hotel Europa Royale Riga where one night is spent. Converted from a historic 

house previously owned by the famous media magnates, the Benjamins, the hotel is located next to the 

picturesque Verman Park in the vicinity of the charming Old Town.  



 

 

This afternoon explore the Old Town on foot. Riga, capital of Latvia, situated on the Daugava River, dates 

from 1201 and was a member of the Hanseatic League ports. UNESCO World Heritage Site and European 

Capital of Culture in 2014, it remains the most beautiful of the Baltic cities with a superb skyline of gothic 

church spires and medieval towers. The tour will include the Cathedral (Dom of Riga), St. Jacobs’ Church 

and the largest covered food market in Europe dating from 1922 (mainly built from disused German 

Zeppelin hangars). Also see the superb Art Nouveau buildings designed by the architect Michael Eisenstein 

– father of the film director Sergey Eisenstein famed for his films Alexander Nevsky, Ivan the Terrible and 

The Battleship Potemkin. 

This evening Professor Alexei Leporc will give a talk followed by dinner at the hotel. 

Day 2: Thursday, 11th May Riga / Vilnius 

Depart (with luggage) and drive south to Rundale Palace built by the Russian Tsarina Anna for her favourite 

Count Biron. The interiors of the palace (restoration in the 1990s largely funded by the Headley Sainsbury 

Family Trust) are richly furnished and embellished with paintings, furniture, sculptures, chandeliers and 

works of art. 

Lunch in the White House at Rundale Palace. Drive to Vilnius and check into the Hotel Europa Royale 

Vilnius where two nights are spent. Located in the heart of Vilnius Old Town the converted 18th-century 

mansion boasts the oldest restaurant in the Old Town. Orientation walk in Vilnius Old Town (time 

permitting). 

This evening Professor Alexei Leporc will give a talk followed by dinner at the hotel. 

   
Rundale Palace                 Vinius University 

Day 3: Friday, 12th May Vilnius 

Walking tour of Vilnius Old Town seeing all the highlights of the capital of Lithuania which was European 

Capital of Culture in 2009. Mostly undamaged during World War II the city is a veritable feast of 

architecture and unique in Europe. Enjoy the fusion of eastern European and western architecture, a 

charming medley of medieval, gothic and the baroque, all set along picturesquely cobbled streets. See 

Roman Catholic, Lutheran and Orthodox churches exemplifying many cultures, nationalities and religions 

since 14th century. Also see the fine University buildings dating from 1579.  

Lunch at a local restaurant in the Old Town. Afternoon at leisure. 

Optional opera or ballet performance at Vilnius Opera House (built 1974) (subject to performance schedule). 

Dinner under own arrangements. 



 

 

Day 4: Saturday, 13th May Vilnius / Kaunas 

Depart (with luggage) and drive to Trakai National Park, a vast forested nature reserve with countless lakes. 

The dramatic 14th-century Trakai Castle itself is set on an island and was the summer residence of the Grand 

Dukes of Lithuania. 

Lunch at a local restaurant at Trakai. Drive to Pajaislis Monastery founded in 1662 with remarkable 

architectural features as well as impressive frescoed interiors. Napoleon based his army here and during 19th 

century the church became Russian Orthodox (under Russian domination of the Lithuania) and later under 

the Soviet authorities, the church was used as an archive, a hospital and finally an art gallery. In present 

times, the Monastery has been returned to an active place of worship. Continue to Kaunas and check in at the 

Hotel Europa Royale Kaunas where two nights are spent. Located in the very centre of the city on the 

famous Laisvės Avenue, the hotel is a converted printing house built in the early 20th century. Dinner at the 

hotel.  

   
     Trakai Castle               Kaunas 

Day 5: Sunday, 14th May Kaunas 

Walk through the historic heart of the Old Town of Kaunas. See the 14th-century fortification, Kaunas 

Castle, followed by Vytautas’ Church, the gothic Kaunas Cathedral and the neo Byzantine Russian Orthodox 

Church of St. Michael the Archangel. 

Lunch at a local restaurant in Old Town. See the Museum of Western Art, an interesting collection as many 

paintings, some of dubious origins, were donated by a high ranking Lithuanian official in between the wars. 

Remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Dinner under own arrangements. 

Day 6: Monday, 15th May Kaunas / Riga 

Depart (with luggage) and drive to Klaipeda (formerly Memel), the eastern Baltic’s most important ice free 

port dating from early Teutonic times. Described in the 1815 Encyclopedia Britannica as ‘the finest harbour 

in the Baltic’, Klaipeda prospered during the 18th century due to its immense timber trade, also exporting 

corn, hemp and flax but mainly timber to Britain for use by the Royal Navy. Imports were salt, iron and 

herrings. Today industry thrives due to the gigantic Soviet built port and related industries. The heart of the 

city remains intact with charming timbered buildings. Take a city tour through the heavily cobbled Old Town 

and see the surviving tower of its red-brick castle and other attractions. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Drive to Liepaja known as ‘City of Wind’, another important, ice-free harbour 

since early settlement times. In the Soviet era (1918-1991) it was a secret military base but has reopened as a 

trading port since. Take a tour of the city followed by some time at leisure. Drive to Riga and check in at the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/encyclop%2525c3%2525a6dia_britannica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/timber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/royal_navy


 

 

Hotel Europa Royale Riga where a further night is spent. Farewell dinner at the famous Kalku Varti 

restaurant. 

   
           Klaipeda                Liepaja 

Day 7: Tuesday, 16th May  Riga / London 

Visit the Museum of Western Art in the heart of the old city. Also visit the Museum of Soviet Occupation 

whose exhibits illustrate the extreme Soviet measures taken against the Latvian population 1940-1991. 

Established in 1993 the small but moving museum shows artifacts and archival documents spanning the 20th 

century when Latvia was successively occupied by the USSR in 1940,by Nazi Germany in 1941, and then 

again by the USSR in 1944. This museum visit will encapsulate much of the history of the whole tour. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Transfer to Riga Airport for an Air Baltic afternoon flight to London Gatwick. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/soviet_occupation_of_latvia_in_1940
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/occupation_of_latvia_by_nazi_germany
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Tour Price 
COST PER PERSON:  £2,595 

Single supplement:  £425 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £121 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 6 lunches; 4 dinners 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 all entrance fees 

 gratuities to guide/s  

 gratuities to driver/s 

 gratuities in restaurants 

 porterage  

 the services of your tour leader and guest lecturer throughout  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 19/08/16 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also decline to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 



 

 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Health Requirements 

No special precautions are required for travel to the Latvia and Lithuania, and no inoculations are necessary. 

For further advice, please consult your GP. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Latvia or 

Lithuania. Nationals of other countries should consult their local Consulates. Please ensure that your passport 

is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional period of validity on your 

passport beyond this. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo

