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Tania Illingworth 

Tania Illingworth (nee Tolstoy) is three quarters Russian by birth, all her grandparents having fled the 

Russian Revolution in 1918.  A degree in Russian Language & Literature, with Byzantine Art, reinforced her 

passionate interest in all things Russian. Tania has led countless tours over many years to the Russian 

Federation as well as travelling to most European destinations. 



 

 

Detailed Itinerary 

Situated on the ‘heel’ of Italy, Puglia is one of Italy’s most beautiful yet least-known regions. In 

addition, centuries of foreign domination have left a rich cultural legacy here, which this fascinating 

tour explores.  

As we journey across this unspoiled region we will discover not only the importance of its role in 

history but also a wealth of treasures, from the exceptional antiquities housed in its museums to 

incomparable architecture with Greek, Byzantine and Norman influences. 

We will be introduced to the distinctive Puglian Romanesque style in magnificent churches built 

close to the sea, Frederick II’s Castel del Monte, see the famous trulli of Alberobello and, in 

complete contrast, the extravagant Baroque palaces and churches of Lecce provide a grand finale. 

   
                                                                                   Trani                      Castel del Monte 

Day 1: Wednesday, 10th May   London / Bari / Palese / Trani 

Depart London Gatwick on an early morning (07.30 hrs) British Airways flight to Bari. On arrival met by the 

lecturer who will join us for the duration of the tour. Transfer by coach to Palese for lunch with a sea view.  

Continue to the 4-star Hotel San Paolo Al Convento, a converted monastery overlooking the harbour of 

Trani, where three nights are spent. 

This afternoon explore the small city Trani, beginning with the Romanesque Cathedral Church of Saint 

Nicola Pellegrino which dominates the seashore, dedicated to the patron saint of Trani.  The rest of the 

afternoon at leisure.  Dinner at a restaurant in the harbour. 

Day 2: Thursday, 11th May Trani / Ruvo / Castel del Monte 

Depart for Ruvo di Puglia, the chief city of the Peucezi before it was colonised by the Greeks.  In Greek 

times it became a centre for the production of black and red figure vases.  Visit the latta Archaeological 

Museum and the 13th Century Cathedral. Continue to the octagonal isolated Castel del Monte, the last and 

most sophisticated of the many castles built in the South of Italy by Frederick II as a hunting lodge.  

Continue to Montegrosso. 

Lunch at a local restaurant where the extensive menu is a wonderful introduction to the traditional cuisine of 

Puglia.  The menu is designed on the day from produce in the kitchen garden.  Following lunch there will be 



 

 

an opportunity to walk through the vegetable garden.  Return to Trani.  Remainder of the afternoon is at 

leisure. Dinner under own arrangements. 

Day 3: Friday, 12th May Trani / Bari / Bitonto 

Leave by coach for Bari, the capital of Puglia, said to have been founded by the Illyrians and colonised by 

the Greeks.  Explore the walled Mediaeval quarter including a visit to the Church of San Nicola, the first of 

the great Romanesque churches of Puglia, and the Cathedral which was considered one of the most majestic 

creations of Romanesque architecture.  Also visit the Pinacoteca Provinciale.  Continue to Giovinazzo for 

lunch. 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Continue to Bitonto, a prosperous town under the Normans, and visit the Duomo 

which is one of the most magnificent examples of medieval-Puglian religious architecture. Continue to 

Molfetta and visit the unusual Duomo Vecchio, dating from the 12th and 13th centuries. Dinner at a local 

restaurant. 

   
 Duomo Vecchio, Bitonto  Cathedral, Lecce 

Day 4: Saturday, 13th May Trani / Alberobello / Lecce 

Leave by coach (with luggage) to Alberobello, to walk through the small market town which is famous for 

its trulli, conical stone houses.  Continue to Martina Franca, centre of a wine-growing district, for a walk in 

the hill town where there are many attractive Rococo palaces and churches, including the Town Hall, which 

is attributed to Bernini.  Also visit the Cathedral of San Martino. 

Visit privately a beautifully restored Trullo and lunch by kind arrangements with the owner (subject to 

confirmation). Continue to Lecce and check into the 5-star Hotel Patria Palace where two nights are spent. 

The hotel is situated in the heart of the historical centre and opposite the monumental church of Santa Croce. 

Dinner under own arrangements. 

Day 5: Sunday, 14th May Lecce  

Morning walking tour of the town including the Church of Santa Croce, which is a perfect example of 

Leccese Baroque, the remains of the Roman amphitheatre, the Duomo, and the exteriors of the Seminario, 

and the Archbishop’s Palace.  Lecce is commonly nicknamed "The Florence of the South" and the city has a 

long traditional affinity with Greek culture going back to its foundation.  

Lunch under own arrangements and afternoon at leisure in Lecce.  Early evening privately visit to Villa 

Carrelli, a 19th century patrician residence.  The Villa has a beautiful garden that extends in front of the 



 

 

house, which was designed by Pietro Porcinai, Italy’s most famous 20th century landscape and garden 

designer.  Buffet dinner at Villa Carrelli (subject to confirmation).  

Day 6: Monday, 15th May Lecce / Bari / London 

Check out of the hotel and transfer to Bari Airport for a British Airways flight from Bari to London Gatwick, 

arriving in the afternoon. 



 

 

 

Tour Price 
COST PER PERSON:  £1940 

Single supplement:  £190 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights as per the itinerary 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 4 lunches and 3 dinners 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 all entrance fees 

 gratuities in restaurants 

 gratuities to driver and lecturer 

 porterage 

 the services of your tour leader and lecturer throughout 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 Items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme  

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit.  The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours.  We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group.  If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly.  The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason.  Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 



 

 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares.  While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to Italy, and no inoculations are required.   

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Italy for stays 

less than 3 months.  Nationals of other countries should consult their local Italian Consulate.  Please ensure 

that your passport is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional period of 

validity on your passport beyond this. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

 

 


