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Harriet Landseer 

Harriet Landseer lives in Prague, however grew up in Southern Ireland where her mother still lives. Her 

family has a noted garden in Ireland and she has led many tours here. She studied History of Art at Yale 

University and has led tours all over the world since joining Specialtours in 1996.  Fluent in Czech, with 

excellent contacts, she is also at ease in German, French and Spanish.   



 

Detailed Itinerary 

This very special tour to Northern Ireland is based in Belfast and includes many visits, some by 

special permission, to the spectacular gardens on the great landed estates of Counties Down, Antrim 

and Fermanagh.   

Highlights include a visit to the formal gardens of Mount Stewart, possibly the best garden in 

Ireland, as well as a visit to Seaforde built by the Forde family in an extraordinary setting 

surrounded by lakes and fine parkland, and lunch at Glenarm Castle, principle seat of the Earl of 

Antrim with its award-winning gardens which have recently been restored. 

   
      Temple of the Winds, Mount Stewart              Rowallane Gardens 

Day 1: Monday, 26th June London / Belfast 

Depart London Heathrow on a late morning British Airways flight to Belfast George Best airport. Transfer to 

the 5-star luxury Merchant Hotel, housed in a former bank, a grand Victorian art-deco style hotel located in 

the heart of the Cathedral Quarter, where four nights are spent. Afternoon transfer to visit Palm House in the 

Botanic Gardens dating from 1839, an elegant structure of curved glass and cast iron, as well as the Rose 

Garden in Dixon Park.  Evening welcome drinks followed by dinner at the hotel. 

Day 2: Tuesday, 27th June Belfast 

Morning visit to the recently renovated Mount Stewart.  Exclusive tour of the house before it opens to the 

public with historian Peter Lauritzen. Continue for a guided tour with Dr Neil Watt, the House and 

Collections manager, to see the Athenian Stuart’s Temple of Winds, which has been described as the finest 

Neo Classical folly in all of Ireland.  Visit the formal gardens with the head gardener, Neil Porteous. 

Private pre-lunch drinks at Mount Stewart (by kind arrangement with Lady Rose Lauritzen) followed by 

lunch.  Transfer to Rowallane Garden famous for its extensive collection of azaleas and rhododendrons.  It is 

also home to the National Collection of penstemons.  The Garden was laid out from the mid-1860s by the 

Reverend John Moore, who built a walled garden, created the Pleasure Grounds and planted many trees. In 

1903 the garden passed to his nephew, Hugh Armytage Moore, who established and developed connections 

with seedsmen and botanic gardens throughout the world and further developed the Garden. As a result, it 

features plants and trees from North and South America, Japan, China, Tibet and New Zealand among other 

places.  Return to Belfast via the Seaforde Gardens and Tropical Butterfly House, which were built by the 

Forde family in 1816-1820 in an extraordinary setting, with the Mourne mountains in the background, and 



 

surrounded by lakes and fine parkland, which has been transformed into a wild rhododendron garden.  

Drinks and dinner at Grey Abbey (by kind arrangement with the Montgomerys).  

   
            Glenarm Castle                 Tempo Manor 

Day 3: Wednesday, 28th June  Belfast 

Depart for Hillsborough Castle, the former Government House of Northern Ireland from 1925–1973.   

Mostly built in the late 18th century, its interior was remodelled after a fire in 1934.  The garden has recently 

been restored. Continue to Glenarm Castle, originally a hunting lodge dating from 1603 which became the 

principal seat of the Earl of Antrim after Dunluce Castle on the northern coast was abandoned.  It was rebuilt 

in 1825 by William Vitruvius Morrison in the Tudor-Revival style.  He also designed the Barbican 

gatelodge.  The castle was also gutted by a fire in 1929 and redecorated thereafter.  The award-winning 

gardens have been restored recently. 

Lunch at the house. Continue to the recently restored Antrim Castle Gardens which features a historic 

parkland with a number of notable restored, new and ornamental gardens. Transfer to Grey Abbey which has 

been in the possession of the Montgomery family since 1607 and where the micro climate provided by 

Strangford Lough means that a widespread variety of trees, shrubs and plants flourish in the gardens. There 

are two orchards containing unusual varieties of apple trees, a working walled vegetable garden, herbaceous 

and shrub rose borders, and a southern hemisphere garden. Dinner at a local restaurant. 

Day 4: Thursday, 29th June  Belfast 

Depart for Castle Coole, a National Trust estate, which is surrounded by 700 acres of stunning parkland and 

extensive woodland which slopes down to Lough Coole. The estate also features a magnificent 18th century 

mansion house with a sumptuous Regency interior.   

Lunch at the nearby Killyreagh house which has a fine garden with rhododendrons, azaleas and daffodils.  

Afternoon visit to Tempo Manor, an interesting house remodelled in 1863 in Victorian-Jacobean style. It 

contains an outstanding collection of family portraits and has a beautiful garden.  Drinks privately (with kind 

arrangement with Mr and Mrs Cairns subject to confirmation) at Guincho, an unusual Portuguese style 

house, surrounded by a 12 acre garden with rare trees, plants and shrubs and famous for its gorgeous 

hydrangea ‘Sea Foam’.  Farewell dinner at a local restaurant.   

Day 5: Friday, 30th June  Belfast / London 

Transfer to Belfast George Best airport for a morning flight to London Heathrow.    



 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON:  £1,995 

Single supplement:  £250 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £77 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 3 lunches; 4 dinners 

 water, tea/coffee and a limited amount of wine is included with the meals included 

 all entrance fees, visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 gratuities in restaurants; gratuities to driver/s; porterage 

 the services of your tour leader throughout 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance; items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 20/09/2016 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 



 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

 

 

 




