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Marie-Thérèse Hill 

Marie-Thérèse was born in Vienna and now lives in Hampshire.  She was educated at the French Lycée and 

a language school in Switzerland, studied piano in Vienna and is fluent in French, English, German and 

Italian.  Her familiarity with European culture and extensive contacts worldwide are reflected in her unique 

tours to destinations across the globe. 

Douglas Skeggs 

Douglas Skeggs read Fine Art at Magdalene College, Cambridge and since 1980 has been a lecturer on the 

history and techniques of painting.  He has made several art documentaries and written and advised on many 

more.  An accomplished painter in his own right, three one-man exhibitions of his paintings have been held.  

His biography of Monet, River of Light: Monet’s Impressions of the Seine, sold 65,000 copies, and he has 

also written several novels.  Over the years he has accompanied numerous tours across Europe. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Based in a charming, central hotel, this exceptional tour not only explores ‘classical’ Florence, but 

also visits some private homes inaccessible to the public, views some of the finest art and sculpture 

collections in the world, and ventures to the medieval town of Arezzo.   

Highlights include Museo dell’Opera del Duomo, the Accademia and the Bargello Museum all with 

sculptures by Michelangelo; the Galleria degli Uffizi which was designed by Vasari; the Piero della 

Francesca cycle in the Church of San Francesco in Arezzo; as well as a number of exclusive visits 

such as the Duomo (after public opening hours). 

A unique and very special view of this beautiful city at an ideal time of year, complimented by the 

expertise of Douglas Skeggs. 

   
 The procession of Magi by Benozzo Gozzoli           Baptistery  

Day 1: Thursday, 21st September London / Pisa / Florence 

Morning departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Pisa Airport.  Transfer to Florence 

and check in to the Hotel Tornabuoni Beacci, a delightful family-run hotel on the elegant Via Tornabuoni, 

where four nights are spent.  Afternoon orientation walk.  Dinner at the hotel. 

Day 2: Friday, 22nd September Florence 

Depart on foot for the Uffizi, designed by Giorgio Vasari for Cosimo I dei Medici to serve as government 

offices (‘uffizi’), but now world-famous for its superb art collection including the famous Florentine 

Renaissance artists such as Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo.  Continue to the Brancacci 

Chapel at Santa Maria del Carmine, to see the exquisite 15th century frescos. Though damaged when the 

main church was destroyed by fire, they have been restored to their former glory and are now considered one 

of the seminal works of the early Renaissance. 

Private lunch at Palazzo Torrigiani by kind arrangement with Marchesa Elena Torrigiani (subject to 

confirmation).  Afternoon visit to the Museum of the Cathedral to see Michelangelo’s hauntingly beautiful, 

Pietà.  Remainder of the afternoon at leisure.  Early evening private visit to the Baptistery and Duomo, after 

it has closed to the public (by special arrangement).  Dinner under own arrangements.   



 

   
      Frescos in the Brancacci Chapel at Santa Maris del Carmine       Church of Santa Trinita 

Day 3: Saturday, 23rd September Florence 

This morning is devoted to one of the city’s most famous sons and master of Italian Renaissance, 

Michelangelo.  Beginning with the Accademia Gallery which houses Michelangelo’s renowned David and 

the Prisoners, we follow Michelangelo’s career through his works for Popes and Princes at the Medici 

Church of San Lorenzo.  We will also visit The Magi Chapel in the Palazzo Medici Riccardi with its walls 

almost entirely covered by a famous cycle of frescoes by the Renaissance master Benozzo Gozzoli, painted 

in 1459-1461 for the Medici family. 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Afternoon visit to the Bargello Museum, which now accommodates the National 

Museum, part of which houses one of the richest and most impressive collections of Renaissance sculpture 

anywhere in the world.  It is housed in the famous Palazzo del Podestà and contains minor works by 

Michelangelo, Donatello’s Saint George and David, and the celebrated panels presented by Brunelleschi and 

Ghiberti for the competition to design Baptistery doors in 1401. Dinner under own arrangements. 

Day 4: Sunday, 24th September Florence & Arezzo 

Leave by coach for Arezzo.  Visit the Piazza Grande to see the Loggia designed by Vasari and the Pieve di 

Santa Maria.  Also visit Casa del Vasari, bought, furnished and frescoed by Vasari in the 1540s.  It houses 

his archives which include letters written to him by Michelangelo and Cosimo I.  Here visit the exhibition 

dedicated to the artist. 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Afternoon visit the Legend of the Cross fresco cycle painted Piero della 

Francesca in the Church of San Francesco. Return to Florence and the hotel.  Private evening drinks at 

Palazzo Gondi by kind arrangement with Marchesa Vittoria Gondi (subject to confirmation). Dinner at a 

local restaurant. 

Day 5: Monday, 25th September Florence / Pisa / London 

Visit the Church of Santa Trinita which was commissioned by Vallombrosan Benedictine monks in the 

middle of the 11th century and subsequently patronized by many of Florence's wealthiest families; as a result 

it was rebuilt many times and is extremely rich in art work. Leave by coach for Pisa with a stop en route for 

an early lunch.  Continue to Pisa Airport for a British Airways afternoon flight to London Heathrow. 



 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £2,605 

Single supplement: £470 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £45 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 4 lunches; 2 dinners 

 water, tea/coffee and a limited amount of wine is included with the lunches and dinners included 

 all entrance fees, visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 gratuities in restaurants; gratuities to driver/s; porterage 

 gratuities to guide/s 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 the services of your tour leader and guest lecturer throughout 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance; items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 19/09//2016 

Changes to the Itinerary  

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 



 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

No special precautions are required for travel to the Italy, and no inoculations are necessary.  For further 

advice, please consult your GP. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit to Italy for stays 

less than 3 months. Nationals of other countries should consult their local German Embassy.   Please ensure 

that your passport is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional period of 

validity on your passport beyond this. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  
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