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Susie Orso 

Susie Orso joined Specialtours (now part of The Ultimate Travel Company) in 1987 and has arranged and 

accompanied numerous tours for The Art Fund and specialised American groups.  She lives in Florence and 

has developed many private contacts in Italy, along with a faithful following.  Susie is bi-lingual in Italian 

and knows this region very well having organised many tours to Sicily.  

.



Detailed Itinerary 

The island of Sicily, which lies at the strategically important 'crossroads of the Mediterranean', has 

been ruled by many civilizations over the centuries.  Each has left an indelible cultural and 

architectural mark on the island, from the Greeks and the Romans to the Byzantines, Arabs, 

Normans, Swabians and Spanish.  This unique tour explores not only the island's most magnificent 

archaeological and historical sites, but also its beautiful countryside and coastline in spring.  Whilst 

exploring the island a special feature of the tour is the opportunity to visit and be received in some 

of Sicily’s finest private palaces, homes and gardens.   

Our journey crosses the island from Syracuse, once the greatest city in the Greek world, to the 

superb Roman villa near Piazza Armerina, and Agrigento, which is renowned for its breath-taking 

setting and the remarkable temples in the Valle dei Templi. The tour ends with three nights in the 

island's capital, Palermo, with its eclectic ensemble of buildings from several centuries, and visit the 

great Norman cathedral of Monreale and the spectacular Doric temple at Segesta.  

  
   The Duomo, Syracuse Roman Villa Imperiale, Casale 

Day Saturday, 6th May   London / Catania / Syracuse 

Depart London Gatwick on an afternoon British Airways flight to Catania arriving early evening. Transfer to 

the Grand Hotel Ortigia in Syracuse, where three nights are spent.  Dinner at the hotel at the roof terrace 

restaurant. 

Day 2: Sunday, 7th May  Syracuse 

Morning exploration of ancient Syracuse, once the greatest city in the Greek world. Visit the Greek theatre, 

one of the largest still in existence and the beautiful Latomia del Paradiso, and from here enter the Ear of 

Dionysius, before finishing at the Roman amphitheatre, which dates from the 3rd or 4th century AD. 

Continue to the city’s renowned archaeological museum with its superb collection of artefacts. 

Lunch in Syraka restaurant in Syracuse. Continue to Syracuse Cathedral and the Church of Santa Lucia to 

see Caravaggio’s ‘Burial of St. Lucy’.  Remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Dinner under own 

arrangements.   



Day 3: Monday, 8th May  Syracuse,  Lentini & Noto 

Morning departure for Lentini. Walk through the beautiful private gardens at Il Biviere (by kind arrangement 

with Princess Maria Carla Borghese). 

Lunch privately at Il Biviere. Continue to Noto, which was entirely rebuilt following the earthquake of 1693, 

for a walk in the theatrical Baroque city. Return to Syracuse. Dinner under own arrangements.  

Day 4: Tuesday, 9th May  Agrigento & Piazza Armerina  

Depart (with luggage) for Piazza Armerina. Visit the Roman Villa Imperiale at Casale, the impressive 

remains of a large rural Roman estate.  It is especially noteworthy for the richness and quality of the mosaics 

which decorate the rooms; they are the finest mosaics in situ anywhere in the Roman world. 

Lunch at Ristorante da Totò in Piazza Armerina.  Check in at the Hotel Villa Athena in Agrigento, where one 

night is spent. Situated within the Archaeological Park, Villa Athena stands only two hundred metres from 

the Temple of Concordia. Dinner at the hotel. 

  
                                                           Temple of Concord, Agrigento                        Monreale Cathedral 

Day 5: Wednesday, 10th May Palermo & Selinunte  

Morning visit to the Archaeological site of the Valley of the Temples. Depart (with luggage) to Marinella di 

Selinunte. Visit the archaeological site of Selinunte, a completely deserted city site on the shore of the 

Mediterranean. Built by the Greeks about 650 BC, it was destroyed first by the Carthaginians in 409 and 

later by earthquakes. Traces can still be seen of the former military and commercial ports, the Necropolis, 

temples and many Byzantine buildings. 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Continue to Palermo and check-in to the centrally located Hotel Centrale Palace, 

where three nights are spent. Private visit to the Palazzo dei Normanni, to see the splendid recently-restored 

Cappella Palatina with its lavish mosaic ornamentation (subject to confirmation). Dinner under own 

arrangements.  

Day 6: Thursday, 11th May Palermo & Monreale  

Depart on foot to see Quattro Canti, a 17th century baroque square which is the exact centre of the historic 

city of Palermo, and the beautiful Fountain of Pretoria. Walk to the church of La Martorana, one of the 

earliest Norman churches in Palermo.  



Continue to Monreale for lunch in a local restaurant. Visit the Cathedral with its superb cycle of resplendent 

mosaics. Return to Palermo. Remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Dinner under own arrangements.  

Day 7: Friday, 12th May  Palermo & Cefalù  

Excursion to the sea-side town of Cefalù, so called because the rock on which it stands is said to resemble a 

woman’s head. Walk in the town and visit the beautiful Norman church built at the behest of Roger II with 

brilliant mosaics of Christ the Pantocrator in the apse. Continue to the Museo Mandralisca which houses the 

small painting of Portrait of a Man by Antonello da Messina. 

Lunch under own arrangements and time at leisure to explore before returning to Palermo. Dinner at the 

hotel.  

   
 Cefalù Doric Temple, Segesta 

Day 8: Saturday, 13th May Segesta & Palermo / London 

Morning visit to the Palazzo Abatellis, a fine 15th-century palace which has been skilfully adapted to house 

the National Picture Gallery of Sicily. Continue to the Oratorio of San Domenico to see the superb stucco 

work of Giacomo Serpotta. 

Private lunch at the Palazzo Alliata (by kind arrangement with Principessa Signoretta Alliata di 

Pietratagliata). Leave for Segesta to see the superb 5th century Doric temple and the 3rd century theatre. 

Continue to Palermo Airport and check in for an evening British Airways flight to London Heathrow.  



Tour Price 

Tour cost per person:   £ 2,745 

Single supplement:   £ 590 

£95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately from the 

main group 

Please note the flights depart from London Gatwick and return to London Heathrow.  

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights as per the itinerary  

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable - currently £44 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 6 lunches and 3 dinners as specified with limited wine at meals 

 all visits, excursions, entrance fees and transportation as per the itinerary 

 gratuities in restaurants; gratuities to driver/s; porterage 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 the services of your tour leader throughout 

 gratuities to guide/s  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 19/07/2016 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control.  If there are any private visits that are not possible we 

will endeavour to replace them with a similar experience.  



Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit.  The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours.  We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group.  If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly.  The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  
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