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Gillian Craig 

Gillian’s family and professional life has led to worldwide travel. Born in Rome and educated in Italy, 

Switzerland and England, Gillian is bilingual in Italian, fluent in French and speaks some Spanish. After 

stepping down as Founder and Director of the BADA Antiques & Fine Art Fair London, Gillian now lives 

between London and Italy. She is also fascinated with Eastern Europe and has organised and led tours to 

Macedonia, St. Petersburg, Dresden, Georgia, Bulgaria, Romania, Morocco, and Italy. As well as studying 

the history, art and architecture, she enjoys exploring the culture, traditions and local life and getting to know 

the character of a country. 

mailto:flora@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk


 

Detailed Itinerary 

This captivating tour visits Romania, focusing in particular on the regions of Bucovina and 

Maramures in the north of the country.   

Nestled in the rolling hills of north eastern Romania, are the UNESCO World Heritage sites of the 

Painted Monasteries of Bucovina, one of the worlds’ greatest art treasures.  Built in the 15th and 

16th centuries and featuring colourful exterior frescoes depicting dramatic religious scenes, these 

richly decorated houses of worship are unique in the world, and represent the most beautiful late-

Byzantine architectural legacy in Eastern Europe.  We visit the most important of these monasteries 

and explore the beautiful countryside they lie in. 

Maramures, in the Carpathian mountains of north west Romania, is home to many villages where  

century-old traditions are still part of daily life. As it has for hundreds of years, social life continues 

to revolve around the village church and the Wooden Churches of Maramures, dating from the 

17th-19th centuries, which are unique in shape and ornamentation, with their characteristically high, 

narrow, pointed steeples, many being on UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites.  With its 

landscape of mountains and rolling valleys, small hamlets and farms where horses still work in the 

fields, it is a landscape largely unchanged by time.  

   
                                                             Dragomirna monastery                                             Suceava Fortress, Suceava 

Day 1: Saturday, 16th September   London / Bucharest / Suceava 

Morning departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Bucharest Airport arriving mid-

afternoon. 

Dinner at the airport.  Evening departure on Romanian Airlines from Bucharest to Suceava arriving in the 

late evening.  On arrival transfer to the comfortable 4-star Sonnehof Hotel, where one night is spent.    

Day 2: Sunday, 17th September   Suceava / Sucevita 

Morning walking tour of Suceava town, once the capital of Moldova (1388-1565), and the gateway for 

visiting the Painted Monasteries of Bucovina.  See Saint George’s Church, a UNESCO World Heritage site, 

and also see the remains of the Suceava Fortress.  Check out of hotel and transfer (with luggage) to 

Dragomirna monastery which was built during the first three decades of the 17th century, and is the tallest 

medieval monastery in northern Moldavia.  It is also renowned in Orthodox architecture for its unique 



 

proportions and intricate details, mostly carved into stone. Continue to Varonet and visit Voronet Monastery, 

a 15th century jewel of late-Byzantine architecture set in a sweeping valley.  Built by Stephen the Great, it is 

the most breathtaking of all the monasteries with its predominantly blue hues and celebrated Last Judgement 

mural. 

Lunch at a local restaurant in Varonet.  Continue to the 16th century Humor Monastery, which is now a 

small convent.  Protected by a wooden stockade, the church was one of the first to be frescoed and its 

exquisite rich blue, green and reddish brown vignettes remain well preserved.  Visit Manastirea Humorlului 

where beautiful rugs are produced and we can visit a wood carver’s shop. Continue to Sucevita and check 

into the Casa Cu Cerbi guesthouse where two nights are spent.  Dinner at the guesthouse. 

   
           Humor Painted Monastery      Frescos at Moldovita Monastery         

Day 3: Monday, 18th September   Sucevita 

Morning visit to the Sucevita painted monastery.  Surrounded by wooded hills, the late-16th century 

monastery resembles a fortress with imposing walls and defensive towers.  The church’s frescoes are 

predominantly purple, red and blue and green.  Beautifully preserved, they depict Moldavian legend and 

biblical scenes including the striking Ladder of Virtue and unfinished Last Judgement.  Optional horse and 

cart ride along the Voievodeasa Valley.  

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Transfer to the charming village of Marginea, best known for the black 

earthenware and pottery produced here.  This famous pottery uses ancient firing techniques to produce a 

distinctive black glaze. There is also a craft shop selling traditional and modern tapestries as well as local 

embroidered clothing.  Continue to the Arbore painted church dedicated to St John the Baptist. The 

monastery and the commune are named after the boyar Luca Arbore who built the church in 1503. Return to 

Sucevita. Dinner at the guest house. 

Day 4: Tuesday, 19th September  Sucevita / Botiza / Hoteni 

Depart (with luggage) to visit Moldovita painted monastery which was built in 1532 by Petru Rareș, who 

was Stephan the Great's (in Romanian Ștefan cel Mare) illegitimate son. It was founded as a protective 

barrier against the Muslim Ottoman conquerors from the East. Cross the Prislop pass and head into 

Maramures. Visit Ieud wooden church dedicated to the Nativity of the Virgin and the Poienile Izei wooden 

church.  Both were built in the early 17th century, and are two of the eight buildings that make up the 

wooden churches of Maramures.  They are UNESCO World Heritage Sites and are also listed as historic 

monuments by the country's Ministry of Culture and Religious Affairs. 



 

Lunch at a local family’s home in the village of Botiza. Continue to Hoteni village and check into Popica 

Farm, located in the foothills of Gutai Mountain, where two nights are spent. Dinner at Popica Farm with 

traditional Maramures music. 

   
     A natural whirlpool for washing textiles, Sarbi Village    Church of Josani, Budesti Village 

Day 5: Wednesday, 20th September   Hoteni, Breb, Sarbi & Budesti 

Morning transfer to Ocna Sugatag and visit the farmers market where the famous English author William 

Blacker, who wrote ‘Along the Enchanted Way’ describes buying a scythe.  Walk to Breb village and see 

where William Blacker stayed as well as its two churches, the Graeco-Catholic wooden church of the Holy 

Archangels and the Orthodox new church. Church plays a big part in village life and most villagers attend 

Sunday service dressed in traditional costume. The church of the Holy Archangels was built in 1531 in 

another part of the village called Copaciş and moved to its current site in 1626, going through reparations 

and modifications several times. The graveyard is unique due to its wooden crosses which use ancient 

symbols. The oldest preserved is the cross circumscribed by a circle, identified as belonging to the Celtic 

culture.  The Orthodox new church has become a village emblem as it is visible from all major locations in 

the surrounding area. Construction began in 1989 and it took approximately 15 years to reach completion. 

Visit the local woodcarvers. Optional horse and cart ride. 

Lunch at a local family’s home in the village.  Visit Sarbi Village which is known for its whirlpools and 

working watermills, and a hydro-powered system for washing clothes, rugs and blankets. Sarbi is also home 

to some talented hat-makers and there will be an opportunity to visit a local workshop. Visit the wooden 

church of Josani in Budesti village dedicated to St Nicholas and dating from 1665 before returning to Hoteni.  

Dinner at Popica Farm. 

Day 6: Thursday, 21st September   Hoteni / Coltesti 

Depart (with luggage) to cross the Neteda pass and continue to visit Surdesti wooden church (UNESCO 

protected).  Continue travelling south into northern Transylvania, heading north of Cluj Napoca to visit 

Bánffy Bontida Palace, also known as the Versailles of Transylvania, which is under complete restoration, 

supported by the Prince of Wales. 

Picnic lunch.  Continue travelling south, heading to the village of Rimetea, included in the World Heritage 

Site listing for the exemplary conservation of its houses and traditions.  The village has also received 

recognition from Europa Nostra.  The population of this village is a mixture of Austrians from the 

Eisenwurzel region, Hungarians and Germans who came to work in the mines rich in iron, gold, silver and 

copper. Continue to the village of Coltesti and check into the small and traditional 4-star Conacul Secuiesc 

hotel. Evening wine tasting of local wines followed by dinner at the hotel. 



 

   
    Alba Iulia           Kretzulescu Church 

Day 7: Friday, 22nd September  Coltesti / Cluj Napoca / Bucharest 

Depart (with luggage) southwards and visit Alba Iulia town which is historically one of the most important 

towns in Transylvania.  It has been the capital, the site of a great Habsburg citadel, a religious centre and 

where Transylvania’s unification with the rest of Romania was celebrated in 1918 followed in 1922 by the 

Coronation of King Ferdinand and Queen Marie, grand-daughter of Queen Victoria.  The Alba Iulia citadel, 

designed by Italian architect Giovanni Morando Visconti, was built between 1716 and 1735, using the 

Vauban military architectural system—the largest of this kind in Southeastern Europe. The fortress is 

outstanding both for its architectural elements and for the beauty of its six gates, unique in European military 

structures.  

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Continue to Cluj Napoca airport for a domestic Romanian Airlines flight to 

Bucharest arriving in the evening.  Transfer to the 4-star Residence Domenii Plaza Hotel where one night is 

spent. Late dinner at the hotel. 

Day 8: Saturday, 23rd September   Bucharest / London 

Morning tour of Bucharest. Visit the National Art Museum, located in the former royal palace in Revolution 

Square. It features notable collections of medieval and modern Romanian art, as well as the international 

collection assembled by the Romanian royal family. Continue to the Revolution Square and see the beautiful 

18th century red brick Kretzulescu church, one of the oldest churches in Bucharest.  Stop at the wonderful 

shop in the Museum of Romanian Peasants where you can buy everything from painted eggs to rugs before 

walking to lunch along the Calea Victoriei Boulevard and the beautiful Lipscani district with its smart cafes, 

antique shops and silversmiths. 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Transfer to Bucharest Airport for a British Airways late afternoon flight to 

London, arriving London Heathrow early evening. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolution_Square,_Bucharest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolution_Square,_Bucharest
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_of_Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of_Romania


 

 

 



 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON:  £2,210 

Single supplement:  £185 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £63 (based on 2016 rates and liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 all meals  

 a limited amount of wine with meals 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary  

 all entrance fees 

 local English-speaking guide 

 the services of your tour leader 

 gratuities to guide 

 gratuities to driver 

 gratuities in restaurants  

 porterage  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 horse and cart ride in Breb 

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 11.10.16 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also decline to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 



 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Health Requirements 

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to Romania, and no inoculations are required.   

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Romania for 

stays less than 3 months. Nationals of other countries should consult their local Romanian Consulate. Please 

ensure that your passport is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional 

period of validity on your passport beyond this. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 
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