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Tania Illingworth 

Tania (nee Tolstoy)  is three quarters Russian by birth, her grandparents having fled Russia in 1918.  A 

degree in Russian Language and Literature, with Byzantine Art, reinforced her passionate interest in all 

things Russian.  Since the Fall of the Berlin Wall and the Collapse of Communism, Tania has travelled 

widely throughout Central, Eastern Europe and Russia. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Madrid is one of the most fascinating cities in Spain, if not Europe, and is renowned not only for its 

architectural masterpieces and vibrant way of life, but more importantly for the magnificent art 

collections housed in its museums and private residences.  This captivating tour explores the city 

and its unique artistic treasures.  Staying in a charming hotel in the heart of the city, our visits will 

include visits to some of the finest art collections in the world - the Prado, the Thyssen-Bornemisza 

Collection, the Museo Sorolla and the Reina Sofia Museum of Modern Art.  We also venture out of 

the city to the historic city of Toledo to explore its diverse cultural heritage and its links with the 

artist El Greco. On the final day in Madrid enjoy special private visits to a historical palace not open 

to the public plus a farewell cocktail reception at a private home showcasing a private art collection. 

Day 1: Tuesday, 5th September London / Madrid 

Depart London Gatwick on a British Airways mid-morning flight to Madrid.   Meet your local 

guide on arrival and transfer to the NH Collection Madrid Paseo del Prado where four nights are 

spent.  Located in the Plaza de las Cortes it is a perfect base from which to explore the city.  

Late this afternoon leave the hotel on foot to visit the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum.  Housed in the 

19th century neo-classical Palacio de Villahermosa, which was re-designed by architect Rafael 

Moneo, the museum houses the private art collections of Baron Hans Heinrich Thyssen-Bornemisza 

and his widow, Carmen.  These two collections comprise almost one thousand works of art, most of 

them paintings, dating from the 13th century to the close of the 20th century. Take a stroll through 

the Rietro Park, one of the largest in Madrid. Return to the hotel before a welcome dinner at a local 

restaurant.  

   
 The Prado The Third of May 1808, by Goya 

Day 2: Wednesday, 6th September Madrid 

Early morning visit to the Prado Museum before it officially opens.  The Prado, founded in the early 

19th century, was built under instructions of King Carlos III and the Museum as such opened in 

1819. Very recently, the prestigious Spanish architect, Rafael Moneo, has enlarged the old building 

by adding a new wing with additional rooms and a fantastic 15th century cloister. The Prado 



 

 

collection, with around 9,000 paintings, is one of the world’s most important and boasts names such 

as Bosch, Titian, El Greco, Rubens, Velázquez, Goya and Madrazo.  

Lunch at a local restaurant. Continue to visit the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, which 

is housed in a beautifully restored 18th century former hospital close to the Prado.  Inaugurated in 

1992, the permanent collection here is based upon modern Spanish artists such as Dali, Gris and 

Miró, with Picasso’s renowned masterpiece Guernica as the centrepiece. Dinner under own 

arrangements. This evening there will be an optional visit to see a Flamenco show. 

 
       Guernica by Picasso  

Day 3: Thursday, 7th September Madrid / Toledo 

This morning leave for the historic city of Toledo.  Dating from ancient times the city was later 

ruled by the Romans, Visigoths and Moors before El Cid captured it, making it capital of Castille.  

Long a centre of learning, the city became even more important until the Inquisition decimated its 

talented, and mixed-religious population.  For a brief time in the 16th century it was also capital of 

Spain.  On arrival visit the majestic 13th – 15th century Cathedral, with its Apostle series by El 

Greco and cloister garden.   Continue to the Church of Santo Tomé, which houses one of El Greco’s 

most acclaimed paintings Entierro del Conde de Orgaz. 

After lunch at a local restaurant. Visit the Synagogue of El Transito and of Santa Maria La Blanca. 

Return to Madrid where the rest of the evening is under your own arrangements. 

    

 Toledo Detail from Entierro del Conde de Orgaz by Goya 



 

 

Day 4: Friday, 8th September Madrid 

After breakfast depart the hotel to visit the Palacio Real.  This imposing granite and Colmenar stone 

building was commissioned by the Bourbon King Felipe V, and took almost thirty years to build.  

The elaborate interiors, created by Tiepolo, Velázquez and Bayeu among others, are an example of 

sumptuous extravagance and the Bourbon taste, housing a rich and varied collection of fine 

paintings, furniture, tapestries, glass, porcelain and clocks.   

After lunch at a local restaurant visit the simple late-18th century neo-classical Ermita de San 

Antonio de la Florida, where the artist Francisco de Goya painted an exceptional series of secular 

frescoes.  The church also houses Goya’s remains and a collection of the artist’s drawings, 

engravings and personal possessions.  Continue to the Liria Palace for a private visit by kind 

arrangement of the Duchess of Alba (subject to confirmation).  This special tour includes viewing 

the highlights of the Duchess’ collection of paintings and decorative arts, including works by 

Rembrandt, Velazquez, Goya and Botticelli, and a unique porcelain collection. Continue for a 

special private visit to see the historical palace and painting collection at the Palace of Marquis de 

Santa Cruz which is not open to the public. Return to the hotel before a farewell cocktail reception 

at a private home showcasing a private art collection (by kind arrangement of Sofia Barroso). 

Dinner under own arrangements.  

   
 Palacio Real Paseo a la orillas del mar by Sorolla 

Day 4: Saturday, 9th September Madrid 

This morning time at leisure to go shopping or continue exploring Madrid independently. Check out 

of the hotel (with luggage) and visit the Museo Sorolla.  The gallery is in the beautiful house where 

the Valencian painter Joaquín Sorolla lived for many years.  It gives a fascinating insight into the 

life of the artist and the development of his work that tended towards Impressionism. 

   

Lunch at local restaurant before continuing to the airport for an afternoon British Airways flight 

arriving back into London Heathrow early evening. 

N.B – please note you will be departing from London Gatwick and returning into 

London Heathrow. 



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £ 1,995 

Single supplement: £ 450 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £44 (liable to change without notice) 

 breakfast daily; 4 lunches; 2 dinner 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 transportation throughout as per the itinerary 

 all entrance fees 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 gratuities in restaurants 

 gratuities to driver/s 

 porterage at the hotel 

 the services of your tour leader throughout 

 gratuities to guide/s  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 Flamenco Tickets 

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 02/03/11 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 



 

 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details.   

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Health Requirements 

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to Spain, and no inoculations are required. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Spain. Nationals 

of other countries should consult their local Spanish Consulate. Your passport should be valid for the 

proposed duration of your stay; you don’t need any additional period of validity on your passport beyond 

this.  

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 
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