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Email flora@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

Marie-Thérèse Hill 

Marie-Thérèse was born in Vienna and now lives in Hampshire.  She was educated at the French Lycée and 

a language school in Switzerland, studied Piano in Vienna and is fluent in French, English, German and 

Italian.  Her familiarity with European culture and extensive contacts worldwide are reflected in her unique 

tours. 

Douglas Skeggs 

Douglas Skeggs read fine art at Magdalene College, Cambridge and since 1980 has been a lecturer on the 

history and techniques of painting.  He has made several art documentaries and written and advised on many 

more.  An accomplished painter in his own right, three one-man exhibitions of his work. His biography of 

Monet, River of Light: Monet’s Impressions of the Seine, sold 65,000 copies, and he has also written several 

novels. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

This delightful journey along the River Danube aboard the luxury river vessel MS Amadeus Silver 

III which carries us gently through Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Hungary, Slovakia and Austria.  The 

cruise encompasses not only the history, culture and tradition of Central Europe, but also its former 

Imperial capitals, attractive villages, proud castles, impressive churches and some of the most 

picturesque scenery imaginable. 

Beginning with an overnight stay in the Romanian capital of Bucharest, before we board MS 

Amadeus Silver III and sail up river, through the Danube Delta, home to many unique species of 

birds, fish and other wildlife, visiting small towns along the way including Hirsova and Constanta. 

We cruise through the famous ‘Iron Gates’ before reaching Belgrade, the capital of Serbia for a 

visit, and then continue onto Budapest in Hungary.   After exploring the sights of the city, we sail 

on until we reach the unspoiled city of Bratislava, one of the most important cities in the former 

Austro-Hungarian Empire. We finally reach Vienna, the city of Habsburgs and heart of their 

Empire, where our journey ends. 

It promises to be a delightful journey, complimented by an inspiring array of shore excursions and 

captivating lectures from Douglas Skeggs.    

  
        Roman ruins of Carsium                  Great Mosque, Constanta 

Day 1: Monday, 22nd October  London / Bucharest  

Morning departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Bucharest Airport arriving mid-

afternoon. On arrival, transfer to a 4-star hotel in Bucharest (details to be confirmed) where one night is 

spent.  Dinner at the hotel.     

Day 2: Tuesday, 23rd October  Bucharest / Fetesti 

Breakfast at the hotel followed by a morning sightseeing in Bucharest.  

Lunch at a local restaurant. Transfer to the port of Fetesti to board the luxury MS Amadeus Silver III and 

embark on a nine-night cruise on the Danube.  Welcome cocktails and dinner on board.   



 

 

 

Day 3: Wednesday, 24th October Danube Delta 

Spend the morning cruising Sfantu Gheorghe (Saint George), one of the three main channels that make up 

the Danube Delta.  At the meeting of the Black Sea and the Danube, this UNESCO site hosts 27 different 

ecosystems and is home to over 300 species of birds as well as 45 freshwater fish. From the fisherman’s 

village of Sfantu Gheorghe, observe daily life of the people who inhabit this fertile delta.  First mentioned in 

1318, the fishing village of Sfantu Gheorghe is well-known for its traditional cooking, including the famous 

black caviar (icre negre). There is an optional Delta Safari boat excursion (only bookable on board and at a 

supplementary cost).  Lunch and dinner on board. 

   
                            Tsaravets, Veliko Tarnovo      The Iron Gates 

Day 4: Thursday, 25th October Hirsova 

During breakfast arrive in the small Romanian town of Hirsova.  Explore the ancient Roman ruins of 

Carsium built in 1st Century AD, and the Lipovan Church, a unique structure which stands high above the 

city.  In the distance you can see the Cliffs of the Danube, the Black Sea Coast, and on a clear day, even 

Constanta, the oldest continually inhabited city in Romania.  Visit Constanta, founded in 600 BC, an 

important cultural and economic centre, and home to the famous Genoese Lighthouse, the Archaeology Park, 

and the Great Mosque.  Lunch and dinner on board. 

Day 5: Friday, 26th October  Giurgiu / Rousse / Svistov  

Spend the day cruising the Danube River through the Bulgarian countryside, dotted with delightful homes 

and villages.  Visit Veliko Tarnovo, the oldest town in Bulgaria.  This pretty town is located on the steep 

banks of the river Yantra at the foot of the Balkan Mountains.  High on a peak is the remains of the medieval 

town of Tsarevets and its fortress, the former seat of the medieval tsars, which boasts the remains of more 

than 400 houses, 18 churches, the royal palace, and an execution rock. The vessel arrives in Svishtov, where 

we will re-join the boat for lunch. Lunch and dinner on board. 

Day 6: Saturday, 27th October  Iron Gates 

Cruise through the beautiful passage of the ‘Iron Gates’ which is named after its two hydroelectric dams that 

control the waterflow.  Observe on deck as the vessel passes through the narrow gorge between the 

Carpathian and Balkan Mountains which forms a natural border between Serbia and Romania.  Lunch and 

dinner on board. 



 

 

Day 7: Sunday, 28th October  Belgrade 

After breakfast, arrive in Belgrade, one of the oldest European cities and the capital of Serbia. The city lies in 

the juncture of the Danube and the Sava Rivers.  The ‘White City’ is one of the most historically rich and 

important places in all of Serbia.  Visit the Kalemegdan-Belgrade fortress, which was once an important 

military fortification and now serves as the central park of Belgrade.  Visit the National Museum, the 

Parliament, Terazije Square as well as the Palace of Princess Ljubica.  Another highlight is the St. Sava 

Temple, the largest Orthodox Church in Serbia.  There will be some free time in the city to explore the shops 

and taste the local cuisine in Skadarlija (Skadars-ka Street) a pedestrian street filled with restaurants and 

cafes, emanating the spirit of Old Belgrade.  Lunch and dinner on board. 

  
  St. Sava Temple, Belgrade             Parliament Buidling, Budapast 

Day 8: Monday, 29th October  Mohács / Kalocsa 

This morning visit the tiny harbour town of Mohács where two important battles took place, which had a 

huge impact on European history.  The Battle of Mohács in 1526 was fought between the forces of the 

Kingdom of Hungary, led by Louis II, and those of the Ottoman Empire, led by Suleiman the Magnificent. 

The Ottoman victory led to the partition of Hungary for several centuries between the Ottoman Empire, the 

Habsburg Monarchy, and the Principality of Transylvania. Further more, the death of Louis II as he fled the 

battle marked the end of the Jagiellon dynasty in Hungary and Bohemia, whose dynastic claims passed to the 

House of Habsburg. The Second Battle of Mohács in 1687, also known as the Battle of Harsány Mountain,  

was fought between the forces of Ottoman Sultan Mehmed IV, commanded by the Grand-Vizier Sari 

Süleyman Paşa, and the forces of Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I, commanded by Charles of Lorraine. The 

result was a crushing defeat for the Ottomans. Afternoon excursion to the Puszta to enjoy the scenery of the 

endless plain, where the sky stretches into the horizon, before arriving at the town of Kalocsa, one of the 

oldest towns in Hungary.  Lunch and dinner on board. 

Day 9: Tuesday, 30th October  Budapest 

Early this morning we dock in Budapest, the capital and largest city of Hungary.  Most of this city is a World 

Heritage Site, including the banks of the Danube, the Buda Castle quarter, Heroes’ Square, and the 

Millennium Underground Railway.  Enjoy a city tour of Budapest including the Parliament building where 

you can see the Crown Jewels and the legendary Crown of St. Stephen.  Lunch and dinner on board. 

Day 10: Wednesday, 31st October Bratislava 

Arrive in the Slovak capital of Bratislava this afternoon, where historic ties with the Habsburg court of 

Vienna, and a tradition of folk art have influenced and enriched its art and architecture.  The city is home to 



 

 

the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra, the summer residence of the archbishop and the current residence of the 

president of Slovakia.  From Michael’s Gate, take a leisurely stroll through the historic city centre, where 

you can admire sights including the Primatial Palace and St. Martin’s Cathedral.  Lunch on board.  Captain’s 

Gala Dinner. 

   
              Bratislava Castle    Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna 

Day 11: Thursday, 1st November Vienna 

Disembark the MS Amadeus Silver III.  Transfer to Vienna city centre and visit the Kunsthistorisches 

Museum which houses the paintings, sculpture, decorative arts and ancient antiquities collected by the 

Habsburgs.  The resulting collection is considered one of the greatest and most extensive in the world.  

Highlights include masterpieces by artists such as Titian, Canaletto, Brueghel, Rubens and Van Dyck.  

Optional visit to the Treasuries (Schatzkammer) where the twenty-one rooms contain magnificent Imperial 

gems, relics of the Holy Roman Empire, the Imperial crown, coronation regalia, valuable Habsburg 

jewellery, and splendid liturgical objects, relics and vestments from the Imperial court, as well as an 

outstanding collection of porcelain.   

Early lunch at the Kunsthistorisches Museum restaurant.  Afternoon transfer to Vienna airport for a late 

afternoon British Airways flight to London. 

N.B. If you would like to extend your stay in Vienna for a few days please let us know and we 

can arrange this for you. 



 

 

MS Amadeus Silver III 
 
The magnificent MS Amadeus Silver III vessel, built in 2016, is the newest addition to the award winning 

Amadeus Silver fleet that includes the premium 135 meter MS Amadeus Silver and MS Amadeus Silver II 

vessels. The new vessel is based on an already successful design model while incorporating several new, 

exciting features that add extra elements of innovation for which the ‘Silver’ fleet is renowned. This 

premium vessel comprises twelve luxurious suites with a private exterior balcony and a cosy reading corner. 

The 72 standard cabins come with panoramic window fronts that can be automatically lowered and modern 

amenities which include a walkin wardrobe and a stylish bathroom. Spacious public areas such as the 

elegant ‘Café Vienna’ and glass shielded, open air ‘River Terrace Lounge’ provide an inviting ambience in 

which to relax and unwind.  

Built: 2016 

Speed: 25 km/h 

Cabins/Suites: 72/12 

Deck Plan 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Cabins 

At 188 square feet, the 72 cabins of the Amadeus Silver III offer spacious accommodation for passengers on 

the vessel. While cabins on all decks have panoramic windows that provide stunning views of the passing 

scenery; the cabins on the Mozart and Strauss decks have special windows that convert into open French 

balconies and offer unimpeded views of the charming countryside. All cabins include modern hospitality 

amenities such as a comfortable bed, TV, separate area for WC/shower, writing desk, chair, a cabinet to store 

belongings and a safe to secure valuables.  All staterooms and suites offer a choice in bed configuration – 

please specify your preference on booking. 

Haydn Deck C-1 Cabin (16 m² / 172 sq.ft.) with viewing window 

Spacious bathroom, panoramic window (cannot be opened), walk-in wardrobe, choice of bed configuration 

(double or twin bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite bathroom with shower/WC, 

hair dryer, direct dial telephone and in-room safe. Cabins with connecting doors are available on request. 

 

Strauss Deck B-4 Cabin (17.5 m² / 188 sq.ft.) with drop-down panoramic window 

Spacious bathroom, drop-down panoramic window, spacious wardrobe, choice of bed configuration (double 

or twin bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite bathroom with shower/WC, hair 

dryer, direct dial telephone and in-room safe. 

 

 



 

 

Strauss Deck B-1 Cabin (17.5 m² / 188 sq.ft.) with drop-down panoramic window 

Spacious bathroom, drop-down panoramic window, wardrobe, choice of bed configuration (double or twin 

bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite bathroom with shower/WC, hair dryer, direct 

dial telephone and in-room safe. 

 

 

Mozart Deck A-1 Cabin (17.5 m² / 188 sq.ft.) with drop-down panoramic window 

Spacious bathroom, drop-down panoramic window, wardrobe, choice of bed configuration (double or twin 

bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite bathroom with shower/WC, hair dryer, direct 

dial telephone and in-room safe. 

 

 



 

 

 Mozart Deck Suite (26.4 m² / 284 sq.ft.) with walk-out exterior balcony 

Comfortable corner sofa, luxurious bathroom, walk-out exterior balcony, mini-bar, walk-in wardrobe, choice 

of bed configuration (double or twin bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite 

bathroom with shower/WC, bathrobe, hair dryer, direct dial telephone and in-room safe. 

 

 

Route 

          



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: 

Haydn Deck C1 Cabins: £3,650 

Haydn Deck C1 single supplement: £310 

Strauss Deck B4 Cabins: £4,085 

Strauss Deck B4 single supplement: £680 

Strauss Deck B1 Cabins: £4,335 

Strauss Deck B1 single supplement: £1,195 

Mozart Deck A1 cabin: £4,650 

Mozart Deck A1 cabin single supplement: £1,575 

Mozart Deck Suite: £5,265 

Mozart Deck Suite single supplement: £3,075 

The tour cost includes:  

• economy class scheduled flights as per the itinerary 

• air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable - currently £75 (based on October 2017 rates and is liable to change without notice) 

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• full board on board the Amadeus Silver III including daily breakfast, lunch and dinner, and midnight 

snack 

• coffee, tea and iced water served with all meals on board 

• free flowing regional red and white wines, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board 

• lunch in Vienna on 1st November 

• all transportation, visits, excursions and entrance fees as per the itinerary 

• gratuities to local English-speaking guide/s 

• gratuities to staff onboard 

• gratuities to bus driver/s 

• porterage 

• services of professional cruise director 

• the services of your tour leader and guest lecturer throughout 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.) 

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 30/01/2017 



 

 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is 

unavoidable on almost all tours. We regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in 

walking, may require wheelchair assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are 

in any doubt as to the suitability of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise 

you accordingly. The Ultimate Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without 

necessarily giving a reason. Your tour leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if 

they feel that the rest of the group will be held up. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to Romania, Serbia, Hungary, Slovakia and Austria, 

and no inoculations are required. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Romania, 

Serbia, Hungary, Slovakia or Austria. Nationals of other countries should consult their local Romanian, 

Serbian, Hungarian, Slovakian and Austrian Consulate. Please ensure that your passport is valid for at least 

six months from the date of entry. 

FCO Advice 

We recommend that you periodically review the travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth 

Office, which relates to all aspects of your destination, at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo.  
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