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Direct Line 020 7386 4664 

Telephone 020 7386 4620 

Fax 020 7386 8652 

Email emily@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

Marie-Thérèse Hill 

Marie-Thérèse was born in Vienna and now lives in Hampshire.  She was educated at the French Lycée and 

a language school in Switzerland, studied piano in Vienna and is fluent in French, English, German and 

Italian.  Her familiarity with European culture and extensive contacts worldwide are reflected in her unique 

tours to destinations across the globe. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Over the centuries Berlin has been at the epicentre not only of European history, but also its culture, 

with the city boasting some astonishing collections of art, sculpture and other treasures along with a 

remarkable variety of architecture.  Since reunification a massive reconstruction and restoration 

programme has secured this cultural legacy, a theme that this fascinating tour examines. 

A walking tour of the impressively restored old east includes the Gendarmenamarkt, Bebelplatz and 

Unter den Linden.  We also visit the reconstructed galleries of Museuminsel – the Altes 

Nationalgalerie, the Pergamonmuseum and the Neues Museum, which house European art and 

sculpture, and Classical and Middle-Eastern antiquities.  We also visit the Gemäldegalerie, with its 

fine collection of European art.  We will see architecture new and old at the Reichstag with its 

inspired new interior and dome and at Schloss Köpenick, a shining example of Baroque building 

design, with it collection of decorative arts. 

Highlights will be performances of Strauss’s opera Ariadne auf Naxos and the ballet Jewels created 

for the New York City Ballet by founding choreographer George Balanchine with music by Fauré, 

Stravinsky and Tchaikovsky, and a special private backstage tour of the Staatsoper Unter den 

Linden, newly reopened after extensive renovation.  

  
             Alte Nationalgalerie          Bust of Nefertiti, Neues Museum 

Day 1: Wednesday, 17th January London / Berlin 

Morning departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Berlin Tegel Airport.  

Lunch under own arrangements. Transfer into Berlin for an introductory guided walk starting at the 

Gendarmenmarkt and continuing to Bebelplatz and along Unter den Linden. Check in at the Regent Berlin 

Hotel where three nights are spent. Situated in the heart of the former East Berlin, close to the picturesque 

Gendarmenmarkt and only a short walk from the Brandenburg Gate, the hotel has elegant, comfortable and 

well-appointed bedrooms. Dinner at Refugium Restaurant, close to the hotel. 



 

 

Day 2: Thursday, 18th January Berlin 

Visit the Museumsinsel (Museum Island) the oldest museum complex in Berlin, which was more than 70% 

destroyed during the Second World War and is still under restoration. Begin with the Alte Nationalgalerie, 

whose 19th-century collection includes Impressionist paintings by Edouard Manet, Claude Monet, Auguste 

Renoir, Edgar Degas, Paul Cézanne and sculptures by Auguste Rodin. Continue to the world-famous 

Pergamonmuseum which houses the Classical and Near Eastern Antiquities collections and the Museum of 

Islamic Art. It is here that you can see reconstructed archaeological ensembles such as the Market Gate of 

Miletus and the Ishtar Gate, including the Processional Way of Babylon and the Mshatta Façade. The 

Pergamon Altar is currently closed for restoration. Brief visit to the Neues Museum (New Museum) which 

houses the Egyptian Museum, to see the famous bust of Nefertiti. 

Lunch at the Allegretto A Tavola restaurant. Afternoon guided tour of the newly refurbished Staatsoper 

Unter den Linden (subject to confirmation). The original opera house dates from 1742 designed in the 

Palladian style by Georg Wenzeslaus von Knobelsdorff. After destruction in World War II it was rebuilt 

according to reconstruction designs by Richard Paulick and it reopened in 1955. The most recent renovation 

by architect HG Merz aims to remedy structural defects and overhaul ensemble of buildings comprising the 

Staatsoper while retaining the outer appearance of the opera house. The volume of the auditorium has been 

enlarged so as to improve the acoustics. To achieve this, the hall has been expanded upwards within the 

existing building structure by raising the historic ceiling. 

Attend an evening performance of the ballet Jewels with choreography by George Ballanchine and music by 

Gabriel Fauré, Igor Stravinsky and Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky at the Staatsoper Unter den Linden (details to 

be confirmed). Dinner under own arrangements. 

   
          Ishta Gate, Pergamonmuseum             The Glass of Wine, Vermeer, Gemäldegalerie 

Day 3: Friday, 19th January Berlin  

Morning visit to the vast Gemäldegalerie which houses one of the world's finest collections of European art 

from the 13th to 18th century, with masterpieces by artists from every age of art history such as van Eyck, 

Bruegel, Dürer, Raphael, Titian, Caravaggio, Rubens, Vermeer and Rembrandt. 

Lunch at the Käfer Restaurant on the roof of the Reichstag followed by a visit to architect Sir Norman 

Foster’s inspired dome. Afternoon visit to the Baroque palace of Köpenick which houses treasures from the 

Museum of Decorative Arts, focussing on outstanding masterworks in interior design the Renaissance, 

Baroque and Rococo periods. The palace is located on a manmade island on the outskirts of the old town 

centre of Köpenick and was constructed between 1677 and 1690 on the site of an earlier hunting palace of 

the Brandenburg electors and has preserved the original Baroque plasterwork in almost all of its rooms.  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Gabriel+Faur%C3%A9&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MCqqKDGuVOIAsbPyzCu1JLOTrfRLMlITS1KL9AtyEiutkvNzC_KLU4sA8MjI5TMAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjgndGI3b_UAhWKCMAKHVsFAkMQmxMIwgEoAzAW
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Igor+Stravinsky&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MCqqKDGuVOIAsS0z4gu1JLOTrfRLMlITS1KL9AtyEiutkvNzC_KLU4sAtwHmnTMAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjgndGI3b_UAhWKCMAKHVsFAkMQmxMIwQEoAjAW
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Tchaikovsky&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3MCqqKDGuVOIAsc2MS_K0JLOTrfRLMlITS1KL9AtyEiutkvNzC_KLU4sAtFRZGTMAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjgndGI3b_UAhWKCMAKHVsFAkMQmxMIwAEoATAW


 

 

Attend an evening performance of the opera Ariadne auf Naxos by Richard Strauss at the Staatsoper Unter 

den Linden (details to be confirmed). Dinner under own arrangements. 

   
             Reichstag              Schloss Köpenick 

Day 4: Saturday, 20th January Berlin / London 

Morning at leisure. 

Lunch under own arrangements. Transfer to Berlin Tegel Airport for a British Airways flight to London, 

arriving London Heathrow late afternoon. 



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON:  £1,650 

Single supplement:  £199 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £64 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 2 lunches; 1 dinner 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 all entrance fees 

 opera and ballet tickets 

 local English-speaking guide/s 

 gratuities to guide/s; gratuities to driver/s; gratuities in restaurants; porterage  

 the services of your tour leader throughout  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 21/04/17 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 



 

 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details.   

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

Health Requirements 

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to Germany, and no inoculations are required. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Germany. 

Nationals of other countries should consult their local German Consulate. Please ensure that your passport is 

valid for at least six months from the date of entry. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo

