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Email flora@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

Marie-Thérèse Hill 

Marie-Thérèse was born in Vienna and now lives in Hampshire.  She was educated at the French Lycée and 

a language school in Switzerland, studied piano in Vienna and is fluent in French, English, German and 

Italian.  Her familiarity with European culture and extensive contacts worldwide are reflected in her unique 

tours to destinations across the globe. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

Barcelona is Spain’s second city and also the capital of Catalonia, its people fiercely proud of their 

culture.  Since the 1992 Olympic Games the city has been transformed into a modern and 

cosmopolitan city with many dramatic buildings, particularly in the port area, and a selection of fine 

restaurants. 

Catalan Modernism architecture (often known as Art Nouveau in the rest of Europe) developed 

between 1885 and 1982 and left an important legacy in Barcelona.  A great number of these 

buildings are World Heritage Sites.  A day will be spent focussing on the works of Antoni Gaudí to 

whom the city is inextricably linked, including a visit to the unfinished La Sagrada Family church.  

We will also explore the Gothic Quarter, where many buildings date back to medieval times, with 

the magnificent Cathedral dominating its maze of narrow streets as well as dipping into the city’s 

art collections with visits to the Picasso Museum and the Miró Foundation. 

A highlight will also include a trip out of the city to visit the 10th century Monserrat Monastery as 

well as Gaudí’s Crypt at the Church of Colònia Güell. 

     
  Casa Milá        Casa Batllò 

Day 1: Wednesday, 12th September  London / Barcelona 

Depart London Heathrow on a British Airways morning flight to Barcelona.  Transfer to the 4-star 1898 

Hotel, situated on Barcelona’s famous La Rambla, where four nights are spent. Afternoon orientation walk.  

Welcome drinks followed by dinner at the hotel. 

Day 2: Thursday, 13th September  Barcelona 

Morning transfer to visit Gaudí’s architectural gem, Casa Milà, locally known to all as La Pedrera (The 

Quarry) due to its spectacular fortress-like appearance, and admire its incredible undulating rooftop and 

chimneys. On the top floor at the ‘Espai Gaudí’ or Gaudí Space see an exhibition of Gaudí’s works 

throughout Spain.  Also visit the rooftop with its incredible chimneys and staircases and a furnished 

apartment.  Continue on foot down Paseo de Garcia Boulevard to see Casa Batllò by Gaudí, Casa Amatller 

by architect Puig i Cadalfach and Casa Lleò Morera by Domènech i Montaner which together form what is 

now known as the “Block of Discord”.  



 

 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Afternoon visit to Gaudí’s garden complex, Park Güell as well as Gaudí’s La 

Sagrada Familia.  Return to the hotel. Dinner under own arrangements. 

Possible optional evening opera performance at The Gran Teatre del Liceu which is a short walk from the 

hotel (schedule TBA). 

   
             Montserrat Monastery     Church of Colònia Güell 

Day 3: Friday, 14th September  Barcelona & Montserrat 

Morning transfer enjoying spectacular scenery to Montserrat Monastery, a Benedictine abbey located on the 

mountain of Montserrat and famous for its Black Madonna statue. The monastery was founded in the 10th 

century and still functions to this day, with over 150 monks. Visit the museum which showcases a selection 

of the most outstanding artistic and archaeological heritage at the monastery.  Continue to La Colònia Güell. 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Afternoon visit to the Church of Colònia Güell, an unfinished work by Antoni 

Gaudí. Commissioned by Count Eusebi de Güell in 1898 it was to be built as a place of worship for the 

people in Santa Coloma de Cervelló. Unfortunately with Güell losing profits from his business, the money 

was depleted and only the crypt was completed. Transfer back to the hotel.  Dinner at a local restaurant. 

Day 4: Saturday, 15th September  Barcelona 

Morning walking tour of the Gothic Quarter, one of the most interesting and best preserved in the 

Mediterranean.  Visit the Picasso Museum, followed by the church of Santa Maria del Mar, and the 

Cathedral, a fine example of Mediterranean Gothic architecture.   

Lunch at local restaurant famous for its roast suckling lamb.  Return to the hotel and remainder of the 

afternoon at leisure.  Dinner under own arrangements. 

Day 5: Sunday, 16th September  Barcelona / London 

Morning transfer (with luggage) to the Miró Foundation, located in a wonderful building by architect Jose 

Luis Sert.  Visit the permanent collection and the temporary exhibitions together with Space 13 for young 

artists.  Transfer to Barcelona Airport for an afternoon British Airways flight to London Heathrow. 

 



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £2,675 

Single supplement: £480 (in a Classic Room) 

Supplement for single travellers to upgrade to a Superior Room: £170 

Optional opera ticket – details to be confirmed 

A fee of £95 per person will be charged for those who would like to travel out or back separately 

from the main group. 

The tour cost includes:  

• economy class scheduled flights 

• air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £56 (liable to change without notice) 

• accommodation for two people sharing is based on a Superior Room throughout as shown in the 

itinerary.  For single travellers accommodation is based on a Classic Room throughout as shown in the 

itinerary.  

• breakfast daily; 3 lunches; 2 dinners 

• all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

• all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

• all entrance fees 

• local English-speaking guide/s 

• gratuities in restaurants 

• gratuities to driver/s 

• porterage  

• gratuities to guide/s 

• the services of your tour leader throughout 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• opera ticket  

• further government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 

05/06/17 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 



 

 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

No special precautions are required for travel to the Spain, and no inoculations are necessary.  For further 

advice, please consult your GP. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit to Spain for 

stays less than 3 months. Nationals of other countries should consult their local Spanish Embassy.   Please 

ensure that your passport is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional 

period of validity on your passport beyond this. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  
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