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Detailed Itinerary 
 

Rightfully regarded as one of Europe’s top wildlife destinations, Extremadura is the epitome of 

Spanish wilderness, from the vast rolling plains of Belén to the cork oak forests and rugged 

escarpments of the Monfragüe National Park. This week long tour, based in one destination, will 

explore a cross-section of important habitats, home to many typical Spanish species as well as some 

specialities such as Great Spotted Cuckoo, Roller, Black Vulture, Eagle Owl, Red-rumped Swallow, 

Black-winged Kite, Azure-winged Magpie, Spanish Imperial Eagle, Stone Curlew, Great and Little 

Bustards plus Black-bellied and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse. This tour provides the ideal recipe to relax 

and enjoy to the full the varied natural treasures of a countryside little changed by the passage of 

time. 

  

        Pallid Swift       Great Bustard  

Day 1: Saturday, 14th April   Heathrow / Madrid / Trujillo 

Depart London Heathrow on a morning flight to Madrid. We then make the pleasant approximately 4-hour 

journey to our base in the delightful old town of Trujillo which is central for exploring the surrounding area. 

En route we pass through rolling grassland where we may have our first sightings of White Storks and 

Montagu’s Harriers before our evening arrival at our hotel - a beautifully converted 16th Century convent 

which is now a Parador. This is where we will stay for the whole holiday. 

Day 2: Sunday, 15th April   Belén Plain 

We will spend the day exploring the fabulous hinterland around Trujillo including the vast Belén Plain. In 

the more open areas, we will have our first chances to see Great and Little Bustard, Stone Curlew plus Black-

bellied and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse. The whole region is renowned for raptors and we can expect to see Black, 

Griffon and Egyptian Vultures, Short-toed and Booted Eagles, plus Montagu’s Harrier. Hoopoes and Azure-

winged Magpies are present in the cork oak woodlands with Rollers, Bee-eaters and Golden Orioles all 

arriving in from migration. Other highlights might include Great Spotted Cuckoo, Woodlark and Thekla 

Lark.  

Day 3: Monday, 16th April   Parque Natural de Monfragüe 

Our destination today is the Parque Natural de Monfragüe, north of Trujillo. Because of its vastness and 

great ornithological importance we will be devoting two whole days of the tour to this fabulous area, giving 



 

 

us the opportunity to scan properly from some of the many vantage points. Rolling oak woodlands and 

scrub-covered hillsides are punctuated by dramatic cliff edges and shimmering embalses.  

This is perhaps the best raptor site in the whole of Spain if not Europe, with five species of eagle – Booted, 

Golden, Imperial, Short-toed and Bonelli’s plus Black, Griffon and Egyptian Vultures. Add to this incredible 

list Red Black and Black-winged Kites, Lesser Kestrel, Peregrine, Hobby and Goshawk and it is a haven for 

any ‘raptorphile’. In addition, other highlights of the park include Eagle Owl, Black Stork, Black-eared 

Wheatear, Red-billed Chough, Hawfinch, Blue Rock Thrush, Red-rumped Swallow and Alpine Swift. 

  

                                                        Lesser Kestrel                                            Azure-winged Magpie  

Day 4: Tuesday, 17th April  Santa Marta de Magasca & Monroy 

The countryside between Trujillo and Santa Marta de Magasca is another area of dehesa (lightly wooded 

savannah) specialities. Azure-winged Magpies and Great Spotted Cuckoos are found typically together while 

Montagu’s Harriers float lazily over open country which at this time of year is a sea of wild flowers. Crested, 

Thekla and Calandra Larks are all present and singing. We will work our way through this delightful habitat 

to Monroy, an excellent site for the scarce Black-winged Kite. 

Day 5: Wednesday, 18th April  Rio Almonte / Puerto de Miravete   

The Rio Almonte is one of many river systems which traverse the area just north of our base. We will take 

our time exploring the area where warblers including Melodious, Sardinian, Subalpine and Orphean can be 

found. Stands of Poplars are home to dazzling Golden Orioles while Woodchat and occasional Great Grey 

Shrikes hunt from exposed perches and Hawfinches bounce across from one tree to the next. The scrub 

slopes of Puerto de Miravete are the perfect habitat for both Spectacled and Dartford Warblers while newly-

arriving Hobbies hawk for dragonflies. 

Day 6: Thursday, 19th April  Trujillo & Campo Lugar 

We will spend more locally to Trujillo, not forgetting the old town itself which, apart from its ornithological 

riches, is also steeped in history, reflected in statues of Conquistadors and ancient battlements. It will also 

provide an opportunity to relax in the central square while White Storks, Common and Pallid Swifts and 

Lesser Kestrels sail overhead. It is not unusual for a marauding Booted Eagle to join the scene and terrorize 

the local Jackdaws. We will also travel a little further south towards Camo Lugar where the journey crosses 

plains and river valleys, good for more sightings of bustards, Spanish Sparrows and larks. 



 

 

Day 7: Friday, 20th April   Parque Natural de Monfragüe 

We will spend another full day in the magnificent Parque Natural de Monfragüe. 

Day 8: Saturday, 21st April  Madrid / London Heathrow 

To connect comfortably with our return flight we will be setting off to Madrid straight after an early 

breakfast and although we will not be able to linger, the journey will no doubt involve some last scanning as 

we travel. Afternoon flight from Madrid to London Heathrow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £1,850 

Single supplement: £280 

Please note that the minimum group size for the tour is 6 and the maximum is 12 

The tour cost includes:  

 economy class international scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable  

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 all meals 

 all entrance fees,  visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 all tips 

 the services of your tour leaders throughout  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. alcoholic drinks, telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 05/03/15 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

The pace will be relaxed throughout. There will however be walks, generally no longer than 4 Km, at a 

gentle pace, mostly on level gradients but occasionally over uneven ground. Opportunities will be taken 

routinely to stop.  A reasonable level of mobility is required throughout. Whilst we do not impose any age 

limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit.  The very nature of the activities involved in 

our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by vehicle in various places) means that a certain amount of 

walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours.  We regret that our tours are not suitable for people 

who have significant difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair assistance at any time, or are unable to 

keep pace with the group.  If you are in any doubt as to the suitability of a tour, please make this known to us 

before you book and we will advise you accordingly.  The Ultimate Travel Company reserves the right to 

decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 



 

 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to the Netherlands, and no inoculations are required. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit the Netherlands. 

Nationals of other countries should consult their local consulate. Please ensure that your passport is valid for 

at least six months from the date of entry. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 
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Yew Tree Farmhouse, Craignant, Selattyn, 

Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7NP 

Tel: 01691 718740 

E-mail: keith.@keithofford.co.uk 

Web: www.wildinsights.co.uk 
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Wild Insights overseas tours are part of a wider programme of Ultimate Travel Company holidays 

worldwide, and their terms and conditions apply. The Ultimate Travel Company is fully licensed and bonded 

with ABTA and IATA and all their overseas tours are fully protected by their Civil Aviation 

Authority ATOL Licence, number 5111. 


