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Tour Leaders and Guest Speakers 
Our on board hosts will be Martin Thompson, a Director of The Ultimate Travel Company and Amelia 

Dalton, who will again create a unique one-off itinerary. Dr Lesley Dickie, CEO of Durrell, and Andy 

Bunten, well known ornithologist and wildlife expert, will be on board as our guest speakers to enlighten 

and entertain us with their detailed knowledge and experience of conservation in these colourful and 

threatened areas. 

Dr Lee Durrell is excited by this itinerary for 2019, saying: “We regard India as one of Durrell’s ‘hot 

spots’ we have many people working in wildlife conservation there who trained at Durrell”.  

Guest Lecturer: Dr Lesley Dickie 

Lesley became Chief Executive Officer of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust in 

2016, launching their new nine-year strategy, ‘Rewilding our World’ in 2017. She began 

her career as records and zoo keeper at Edinburgh Zoo, followed by Zoo Conservation 

programme Manager at the Zoological Society of London and then Executive Director of 

European Association of Zoos and Aquaria based in Amsterdam and also recently chaired 

the Asian Species Action Partnership, a consortium of organisations focusing on the most 

critically endangered species of Asia. Lesley will be accompanied by her husband, Professor David Field, 

who is Zoological Director at the Zoological Society of London and Whipsnade, where he is responsible for 

the animal collections, captive breeding, vets and education.  

Guest Lecturer: Andy Bunten 

Andy previously worked for many years in the field of nature conservation for wildlife 

trusts, local government and, for 26 years as Regional Director for the RSPB. He has been 

passionate about wildlife and nature conservation for as long as he can remember. Now an 

independent tour leader and lecturer who delights in leading Ultimate Travel’s passengers. 

He is well travelled, too, having worked in the Seychelles, Burma and Sierra Leone helping 

local people solve their local conservation issues and having lead groups to places as far afield as Iceland and 

Hong Kong. 

Tour Leader: Martin Thompson 

Martin has always worked in the leisure industry. He started life as an hotelier which took 

him to Kenya for nine years, followed in 1982 by 15 years running Abercrombie and Kent 

before he went on to found The Ultimate Travel Company. He is well travelled and has a 

large amount of experience in leading tours to destinations worldwide including the last two 

Durrell expeditions to Borneo & Bali and the Indian Ocean including Madagascar, Aldabra 

and Seychelles. He has also let tours to Antarctica, fishing in the Himalayas and Argentina, Laos and 

Vietnam and Tiger Safaris in India. 

Tour Planner: Amelia Dalton 

Having operated her own small expedition vessel in Scotland, Amelia went on to establish a 

unique programme of cruises for one of the world’s leading small luxury ship companies. 

For over 15 years, drawing on her knowledge of both the natural and cultural worlds, she 

has also planned and led numerous tours on both land and sea to a wide variety of 

destinations, including Myanmar and the five previous Durrell expeditions to the Indian 

Ocean, Central America and Borneo and Bali. 



 

 

Detailed Itinerary 

From the colonial city of Yangon (Rangoon) in Myanmar (Burma), initially we sail east to the 

colonial trading port of Mawlamyine (Moulmein), where George Orwell’s family were once based. 

Our exact programme in this less-visited area will either be exploring the colourful local markets 

and or the rural villages of a nearby island, depending on transport availability. We then visit the 

tropical forested islands of the Andaman Archipelago, these little-visited islands provide a superb 

opportunity to enjoy some of the world’s least spoilt and richest marine reserves. Moving on our 

expedition ship enables us to access a remote, unique and fascinating area, the vast, spreading 

watery estuarine-world of the coastal mangrove forests of the Sundarbans in Bangladesh where we 

tour by zodiac and on foot through the tortuous creeks of the Ganges delta. The abundant wildlife of 

this vast swathe of unique eco systems ranges from the Irrawaddy and Ganges dolphin to wild boar, 

spotted deer and macaques, there is large and highly specialised population of Bengal Tigers as well 

as white-bellied sea eagles, Brahminy kites and varied kingfisher. The ship will re-locate during our 

days here and we will tour the channels, walk on boardwalks and have lectures from local rangers. 

In India we visit Asia’s largest lagoon, a saline world thronging with birdlife and a vital stop-off for 

migrating birds en route from Siberia and Iran. Due to the current political situation in Myanmar the 

itinerary is subject to change. 

Day 1: Monday, 4th February  London / Yangon, Myanmar 

Depart London Heathrow at 20.25 hrs on Emirates flight EK4 (suggested flights are subject to schedule 

change and have not been included in cost of tour). 

   
                 Mawlamyine        Local Market 

Day 2: Tuesday, 5th February  Yangon, Myanmar 

Arrive Dubai at 07.20 hrs and depart on flight EK388 at 09.10 hrs arriving Yangon at 16.55 hrs. Transfer to 

the dock for embarkation. After settling into our delightful small expedition ship, Silver Discoverer, we meet 

the expedition team, our fellow passengers and our lecturers as we begin our journey down the Irrawaddy 

River to the open sea and voyage east across the Gulf of Martaban.  



 

 

Day 3: Wednesday, 6th February  Mawlamyine, Myanmar 

We call at the small outpost port of Yazar Min on the estuary of the River Thanlwin and from here there are 

possibilities to visit Mawlamyine, once a trading post for pearl-fishing and teak. The town had a substantial 

Anglo-Burmese population and still retains its colonial core and George Orwell’s family was based here. It is 

known for its Kyaikthanian Pagoda, immortalised by Kipling in his famous poem The Road to Mandalay, 

and its dark, sprawling atmospheric markets, alive with colour from the local Karen, Mon and Kayah people. 

Alternatively we will have a day of rural charms amongst the peaceful villages of Bilu Kyun Island, a 

delightful tropical hideaway of palm-studded rice fields, bullock carts and fishermen, famous for its 

attractive handicrafts varying from wood carving to rubber bands! Our programme depends on what local 

transport will be available closer to the date. 

 Day 4: Thursday, 7th February   At Sea 

A relaxing day at sea as we begin to learn more of our future destinations and local conservation projects.  

Day 5: Friday, 8th February  Port Blair, Andaman Archipelago  

This morning we arrive at the leafy town of Port Blair and travel the short distance to visit the infamous 

Cellular Jail. Standing on a small rise and overlooking the sea, the solid construction originally had 7 spokes 

– the wings of the jail – enabling a jailor to sit in the middle and monitor the cell doors. This sombre but 

fascinating edifice is a bleak reminder of the British period and was declared a National Memorial by the 

Indian Government. It now has an art gallery and small museum.  

   
              Circular Jail, Port Blair      Cinque Islands 

Day 6: Saturday, 9th February  North & South Cinque Islands,  

   Andaman Archipelago 

Linked by a spectacular isthmus, revealed at low water, these southerly islands are blessed with superb 

snorkelling, rich in colourful coral ‘bommies’ or mushrooms where the abundant fish life clusters. After a 

morning’s beach and swimming time, we depart the archipelago via Ross Island passing the decaying British 

colonial buildings to voyage north across the Andaman Sea. 

Day 7: Sunday, 10th February  At Sea  

A day to delve into a book, visit the spa, catch the lectures from our on-board team and simply enjoy our 

well-appointed small ship.  



 

 

Day 8: Monday, 11th February  Ngapali, Myanmar 

Deemed by many to be the perfect tropical bolt-hole, Ngapali is one of the high spots of Myanmar. With 3 

miles of powder-white sand, backed by swaying coconut palms, the swimming is glorious and the waters of 

the Andaman Sea warm and clear. There are two or three smart hotels, a couple of simple thatched villages, a 

thriving early morning fish market and if you’re really keen a little golf course nearby.  

   
      Ngapali Beach              St. Martin’s Island 

Day 9: Tuesday, 12th February  St. Martin’s Island, Bangladesh  

After our exertions the previous day, today’s gentle beaches, palm-fringed shores and marine life at St. 

Martin’s Island will provide relaxation on the borders of the Andaman Sea. This is the only coral island of 

Bangladesh and we can swim, snorkel, visit the turtle hatchery or simply wiggle our toes in the sand 

relishing being away from Europe in February.  

Days 10, 11 & 12: Wednesday, 13th, 

Thursday, 14th & Friday, 15th February Sundarbans, Bangladesh 

The following days will be dedicated to the extraordinary eco systems of one of the most exciting and 

inaccessible wildlife areas of the world. As the World’s largest area of mangrove forest, mudflats and 

sandbars the Sundarbans, are divided between India and Bangladesh and were designated a UNESCO world 

heritage site in 1987. We will have two and a half days to visit the remoter areas of the three wildlife 

sanctuaries in Bangladesh of this water world. European winter is deemed the best time to visit.  

   
    Dolphin, Sundarbans     Crocodile, Sundarbans 



 

 

The vast tidal Ganges delta zone of flooded forest with elevated areas, thanks to its remoteness and difficult 

terrain, remains little-visited. The creeks and estuarine islands teem with varied wildlife and by using our 

zodiacs to the full we can explore this labyrinth of channels and waterways. Whilst a bird-spotters’ paradise 

with over 200 species varying from kingfishers to the rare masked-fin foot, we also expect to see wild boar, 

jungle cat, flying foxes, spotted deer (Chital), macaques, monitor lizards, turtles, sharks, saltwater crocodiles, 

Indian grey mongoose, leopard cats, Ridley sea turtle, Gangetic and Irrawaddy dolphins and otters. If we are 

very, very lucky we might even see the highly-adapted and threatened Bengal Tiger which cross the channels 

with ease, skill and stealth. In addition to the wildlife, small village communities survive by collecting 

honey, carving wood and fishing.  

The ship arrives through the Sundarbans up the Mongla River making her way to Mongla Port to clear 

Customs and collect our local rangers. After an initial informative walk, or zodiac tour, the ship repositions 

and there will be an afternoon tour. On our second and third days in this unique environment we venture 

further afield to explore in the early morning and evening light searching the waterways and shallow creeks. 

Our exact daily programme will be dictated by the tide and adapted accordingly to maximise our 

opportunities in this unique environment. 

   
              Masked-fin foot, Sundarbans     Kingfisher, Chilika Lake 

Day 13: Saturday, 16th February  At Sea 

A day to recharge the batteries, perhaps lounge by the ship’s pool, a rare treat on an expedition ship, or catch 

up on what we have seen whilst exploring the Sundarbans with our on-board speakers.  

Day 14: Sunday 17th February  Gopalpur, India  

From our off-shore anchorage we make our way to what was once a deep-water port used by the Chinese 

when trading to the west. Now only just cut off from the sea it is Asia’s largest lagoon – Chilika Lake – and 

home to the Nalbana Bird Sanctuary, a haven for birdlife. This huge area of brackish semi saline water 

entices a vast number of resident and migrating species. Choosing between the marshy islands and sand flats 

the birdlife varies from fish eagles to flamingos. There are resident populations of purple moorhen, 

kingfisher, jacana, Indian spot-billed duck, Brahminy kites, glossy ibis, painted storks, bittern and pelican. 

February is high season for species from Siberia and Iran. Local boats will allow us access to this unusual 

lagoon.  



 

 

   
          Chilika Lake      Flamingo, Chilika Lake 

Day 15: Monday, 18th February  At Sea 

Our final day on board offers time to hear the wrap-up lectures, swop addresses and see the re-cap slide show 

reflecting our recent days of visits, exploration and privileged activities.  

Day 16: Tuesday, 19th February  Chennai, India / London 

After berthing at breakfast time in this fascinating city, closely linked with the British cotton trade, we 

disembark with opportunities to extend the holiday with a short flight to other parts of this fascinating 

country. Depart Chennai at 09.45 hrs on Emirates flight EK545 arriving Dubai at 12.40 hrs. Depart on flight 

EK3 at 14.25 hrs arriving London Heathrow at 18.20 hrs (suggested flights are subject to schedule change 

and have not been included in cost of tour). 

"People have asked if, in these circumstances, it is still right to carry on visiting Myanmar and supporting 

their young people. Let me answer with a categoric yes. Shunning Myanmar just as the country faces a 

serious crisis would, I believe, be both wrong and counter-productive. Wrong because we would be letting 

down a new generation keen to widen their horizons. And self-defeating in that it is only through 

international exposure that we can equip the next generation with the awareness and skills needed to tackle 

the root causes of ethnic unrest." Robert Gordon CMG, OBE. British Ambassador to Burma 1995-1999. 

Head of South East Asia Department, FCO 1999-2003 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Silver Discoverer 

The 120-guest Silver Discoverer cruise ship is the perfect platform for viewing these saline worlds, with all 

ocean-view suites and plenty of deck space so that a breaching whale or a pod of dolphins is always within 

sight. Silver Discoverer’s shallow draft allows her to navigate closer to shore, and with a fleet of 12 zodiacs, 

guests can land on isolated shores and explore wetlands and submerged ecosystems, up-close and in-depth. 

The ship has an excellent expedition team, attentive service, imaginative food and all the amenities of 

superlative Silversea style including butler service, a beauty salon, massage room and fitness centre and on-

board swimming pool. 

   
               Silver Discoverer                Swimming Pool 

   
       View Suite                Vista Suite (650) 

   
             Veranda Suite (601)        Medallion Suite (610) 



 

 

Expedition Prices 

Explorer Suite:   £9,745 per person (limited availability) 

View Suite:   £10,295 per person 

Vista Suite:  £12,585 per person 

Veranda Suite:   £13,790 per person 

Medallion Suite:   £16,795 per person 

Single Supplement 

Explorer Suite:   £3,780 

View Suite:   £4,280 

Please note that as the flight schedule is not available until March 2018 we have not included 

the cost of the flights in the tour cost.  When the flight schedule has been released we will let 

you know prices including upgrades with Emirates should you wish to book them through us. 

Payment Schedule 

Deposit £2,500 per person due upon booking 

2nd deposit £3,000 per person due by 1st May 2018 

Final balance due by 1st November 2018 

Cancellation as per The Ultimate Travel Company booking conditions 

The tour cost includes:  

• accommodation throughout  

• all meals on board the ship 

• drinks on board (non-premium wines, beers, spirits and soft drinks are included throughout the day. A 

premium wine list is also available at an additional charge) 

• gratuities for ship’s crew 

• shore visits with local guides 

• tips and transport as listed 

• entrance fees 

• porterage 

• services of tour escort and guest speakers 

• one year’s membership of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust 

• a donation to the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust 

The tour cost does NOT include:  

• international flights London/Yangon and Chennai/London (approximately £600 per person including 

taxes for Economy Class) 



 

 

• meals before or after disembarkation 

• travel insurance 

• visa costs (where applicable) 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry / bar etc.)  

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 04/08/17 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is 

unavoidable on almost all tours. We regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in 

walking, may require wheelchair assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. On this 

expedition you should also be capable of getting in and out of zodiacs (inflatable dinghies). If you are in any 

doubt as to the suitability of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you 

accordingly. The Ultimate Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily 

giving a reason. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details.   

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

No vaccinations are required for entry into Myanmar but the following are currently recommended: Typhoid 

and Hepatitis A. You should also check your Polio and Tetanus immunisations are up-to-date. Malaria is 

present so anti-malarial prophylactics are recommended. Please consult your doctor or a travel clinic as to 

which tablets to take. Insect repellent should be used for protection against mosquitoes which may be 

carrying Malaria or Dengue Fever. If you have travelled within a yellow fever infected area during the past 

two years, you will require proof of inoculation.  

No vaccinations are required for Bangladesh but the following are currently recommended: Diphtheria; 

Hepatitis A; Tetanus; Typhoid. A yellow fever vaccination certificate is required for travellers arriving from 

countries with risk of yellow fever transmission. There is minimal risk of malaria in the Sundarbans area. 

No vaccinations are required for entry into India however if you have travelled within a yellow fever infected 

area during the previous six days prior to arrival you will require proof of inoculation. The following 

inoculations are recommended: Typhoid, Hepatitis A and B, Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio. Malaria is 

present throughout most of India so anti-malaria prophylactics are advised.   

Detailed advice can be found on: http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations.aspx. Please check 

recommended practice with your GP, practice nurse or travel health clinic. 

http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/advice/disease-prevention-advice/yellow-fever/yellow-fever-risk-areas.aspx
http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/destinations.aspx


 

 

Passport and Visa Information 

For Myanmar a visa is required by all British passport holders and most other nationalities, and must be 

obtained prior to departure. At the time of writing, your passport must be valid for 6 months beyond your 

departure date from Myanmar and have at least two blank pages. The visa can be obtained directly via the 

embassy or through the new online e-visa service. Visas can also be arranged through CIBT Visa Service 

Company (an application pack will be provided two months before travel). 

If you decide to make an application directly with the Embassy, we recommend you do this in person and not 

by post. For further information contact the Embassy of the Union of Myanmar, 19A Charles Street, London, 

W1J 5DX, Tel 020 7148 0740. 

The new online e-visa service allows travellers to obtain a visa prior to arrival in Myanmar without the need 

for sending away your passport. Applications can be submitted through the official government website at 

www.evisa.moip.gov.mm/, please be careful not to use unofficial websites that offer the same service. A 

passport photo needs to be uploaded or alternatively you can take a picture using your web cam (if 

available). Payment must be made using either MasterCard or Visa. Once you have applied for your e-visa 

and the Myanmar government approves it (this process takes approximately one week), it must be used 

within three months. You will need to print a copy of the approval notice you will receive as it will be 

required to board your international flights. On arrival in Myanmar you will also need to present to 

immigration a copy of your e-visa approval notice and your passport. There is no extra cost for the visa at the 

airport and no need for passport photographs. Please note it is only possible to obtain an e-visa if entering 

Myanmar through Yangon and Mandalay. The e-visa can be used for a single-entry only and is valid for 28 

days after entering the country. 

For Bangladesh a visa is required by British passport holders, and must be obtained prior to departure. This 

can be done directly with the embassy or through CIBT Visa Service Company (an application pack will be 

provided two months before travel). 

British Nationals require a visa for India. Passengers should hold a full passport, which should be valid for 

six months after you return to the UK and should also have at least three empty pages for the visa. This can 

be obtained through the new online e-Tourist Visa service (currently the easiest and cheapest option), 

through CIBT or directly through one of the Indian Visa Application Centres located throughout the UK. For 

British passport holders and for non-British nationals resident in the UK, visas can be arranged through 

CIBT Visa Service Company (an application pack will be provided two months before travel) or direct to the 

High Commission at http://in.vfsglobal.co.uk. 

Holders of foreign passports must check entry and visa requirements with us or the relevant 

embassies. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.evisa.moip.gov.mm/
http://in.vfsglobal.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo

