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Caroline & Peter Stanley 

Caroline and Peter are avid travellers with a love of Asia. For the last ten years they have taken tours to 

India, Bhutan, Indochina and Burma and in early 2011 they added Argentina to their list of countries to visit. 

They like to feel that their tours are in reality ‘roving house parties’. 

mailto:emily@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk


Detailed Itinerary 

This colourful tour embodies the very essence of Andalusia, from sherry bodegas to the Cartujano 

horse, and, of course, delicious regional cuisine and wines.  In fact, all things Andalusian. 

Our base is the delightful Hacienda de San Rafael, halfway between Seville and Jerez, formerly part 

of a thriving olive estate, now restored and converted into a privately-owned hideaway. From here 

we venture out each day to enjoy private visits to one of Jerez’s sherry houses and the ancient La 

Yagueda de la Cartuja-Hierro del Bocado stud. We also take in a dressage performance at the Royal 

Andalusian School of Equestrian Art. We visit the historic city of Seville, with its famous gothic 

cathedral and Moorish architecture, and the ancient port city of Cadiz with its crenelated sea walls 

and forts. We also visit the natural fortress city Ronda to learn of its occupation by successive 

peoples and to visit its impressive gorge and bull ring. 

   
 Hacienda de San Rafael Hacienda de San Rafael 

Day 1: Monday, 9th April London / Seville 

Depart London Gatwick on a morning British Airways flight to Seville.  

Lunch under own arrangements. On arrival transfer to the Hacienda de San Rafael, where six nights are 

spent. Formerly part of a thriving olive estate, the 18th century hacienda has been restored and converted into 

a privately-owned hideaway, striking a balance between rustic charm and modern sophistication. It is located 

halfway between the historic cities of Seville and Jerez. To the east lie the white villages alongside the 

Sierras of Grazalema and to the west Coto Doñana National Park. The bougainvillea-filled courtyard acts as 

centre stage to eleven duplex designed bedrooms. All the rooms are individually decorated by Kuky Mora-

Figueroa, using fabrics, antiques and artefacts of her own personal choice. The hacienda has five acres of 

gardens and three swimming pools and Isabel the cook serves culinary delights from the local region 

including fresh Atlantic fish and fine Iberian cuts of meat complimented by the seasonal vegetables 

available. Welcome drink in the living room or gardens followed by dinner in the dining room.   

Day 2: Tuesday, 10th April Jerez de la Frontera 

Full day excursion to Jerez de la Frontera or simply Jerez. Founded during the Muslim occupation of Spain, 

the city was conquered by the Christians in 1268, the Muslim population was expelled and the city was given 

to the knights who took part in the conquest. Take a guided walking tour of the city accompanied by a 



specialist local guide. Visit one of the private palatial residences given to one of the knights which has been 

owned by the same family since the Christian conquest. See an equestrian show at the Real Escuela Ecuestre 

de Jerez which features Spanish baroque horsemanship and the famous Andalusian ‘dancing’ stallions. 

Lunch at a selected vineyard where you will be served a pairing lunch composed of different dishes cooked 

by a local chef that will be paired with different sherries. This will be followed by a visit to the winery to 

learn about and taste the different types of sherry. Return to the Hacienda de San Rafael. Pre-dinner drinks 

and tapas in the west garden or living room followed by dinner in the dining room.   

   
 Andalusian dressage Alcazar, Seville 

Day 3: Wednesday, 11th April Seville 

Morning excursion to Seville with a specialist guide. Stroll through the city centre and visit the Alcazar, a 

Moorish palace still in use by the present king, and see its magnificent gardens. Continue to the Santa Cruz 

area, the former Medieval Jewish district, a charming area with winding alleys and unexpected quaint 

squares. Visit the famous Cathedral and its amazing belfry, the former minaret of a mosque, with the option 

to climb this 800 year old tower. 

Lunch at La Moneda restaurant. Return to the hacienda for the remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Pre-

dinner drinks and tapas in the west garden or living room followed by dinner in the dining room. 

Day 4: Thursday, 12th April Cadiz 

Morning excursion to Cadiz with a specialist guide. The city was founded by the Phoenicians in the 11th 

century BC and incredibly well preserved evidence of this Phoenician past can still be seen. However it was 

during the 18th century that the city reached its zenith when it held the monopoly of the trade with the 

Americas, formerly established in Seville. The cosmopolitan bourgeoisie that settled in Cadiz commissioned 

the best architects and artists to build and decorate their houses and churches and the tour of the old town 

will include selected hidden gems from this period. Also see a comprehensive sample of the contemporary 

art that emerged first in Madrid and then in the rest of Spain in the so-called transition period of the 20th 

century. The pioneers of this cultural movement were from Cadiz and the creative movement started in the 

house these pioneers rented in Madrid, having moved there to find work. An important and representative 

part of their work and of this period is in the city. 

Enjoy an aperitif in a selected local bar followed by lunch at El Faro restaurant. Return to the hacienda for 

the remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Pre-dinner drinks and tapas in the west garden or living room 

followed by dinner in the dining room. 



Day 5: Friday, 13th April Ronda 

Morning excursion to Ronda with a specialist guide. The tour will explore how this picturesque town has 

been occupied from 2000 BC onwards by different cultures such as Celts, Iberians, Romans, Visigoths and 

Arabs, its impressive cliff and gorge area making the town a natural fort. The Arab period and the second 

half of 18th century were the most important times for the history of Ronda. Stroll from the Bullring area 

across the New Bridge to the old part of Ronda known as ‘La Ciudad’ to see palaces, churches and charming 

squares from this era. 

Lunch at Almocabar restaurant. Return to the hacienda for the remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Pre-

dinner drinks and tapas in the west garden or living room followed by dinner in the dining room. 

   
 Cadiz  Cartujano horse 

Day 6: Saturday, 14th April  La Yeguada de la Cartuja 

Depart for the Dehesa da la Fuente del Suero, and the Yeguada de la Cartuja-Hierro del Bocado stud farm 

about 5km from Jerez where the unique Cartujano (Carthusian) thoroughbred Spanish horse originates. The 

stud’s success dates back to the founding of the nearby 15th century Carthusian Monastery, where the monks 

started to breed horses with splendid studs, achieving ideal crossings and treating the horses with utmost 

care. The result was the world famous Cartujano, the essence of today's Andalucian horse. Today the stud 

houses the world’s most important stock of Cartujanos. The excellent pasture provided by the marshlands 

combined with an unbeatable climate makes it a perfect location for the breeding of these horses. After a 

visit to the stud with a specialist guide, watch the spectacular performance of the Cartujano horses being put 

through their paces in the covered dressage ring. The set pieces include free-running colts of different ages, 

hitches, classical dressage and ‘cobras’ of mares (a group of mares tied together with one handler). 

Return to the hacienda for lunch in the east garden. Afternoon at leisure. Pre-dinner drinks and tapas in the 

west garden or living room followed by dinner in the dining room.  

Day 7: Sunday, 15th April  Seville / London 

Morning at leisure with brunch at the hacienda. 

Transfer to Seville Airport for a British Airways evening flight to London Gatwick.  



Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON:  £3,585 

Single supplement:  £670 

The tour cost includes: 

 economy class scheduled flights 

 air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable – currently £36 (liable to change without notice) 

 accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

 breakfast daily; 6 lunches; 6 dinners 

 all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

 all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

 all entrance fees 

 the services of local guides 

 gratuities to driver/s and guides; gratuities in restaurants  

 porterage  

 the services of your tour leaders throughout  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

 travel insurance 

 items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

 government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 14/09/17. 

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 



Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Accommodation 

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook. 

Health Requirements 

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to Spain, and no inoculations are required. 

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit Spain. Nationals 

of other countries should consult their local Spanish Consulate. Please ensure that your passport is valid for 

at least six months from the date of entry. 

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 


