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C O N T A C T  Flora Scott-Williams – Escorted Tours Consultant 

D I R E C T  L I N E  020 7386 4643 

T E L E P H O N E  020 7386 4620 

E M A I L  flora@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk  

M A R I E - T H É R È S E  H I L L  

Marie-Thérèse was born in Vienna and now lives in Hampshire.  She was educated at the French Lycée 

and a language school in Switzerland, studied Piano in Vienna and is fluent in French, English, German 

and Italian.  Her familiarity with European culture and extensive contacts worldwide are reflected in her 

unique tours. 

D O U G L A S  S K E G G S  

Douglas Skeggs read fine art at Magdalene College, Cambridge and since 1980 has been a lecturer on the 

history and techniques of painting.  He has made several art documentaries and written and advised on 

many more.  An accomplished painter in his own right, three one-man exhibitions of his work. His 

biography of Monet, River of Light: Monet’s Impressions of the Seine, sold 65,000 copies, and he has also 

written several novels. 

Q U A L I T Y  O F  S E R V I C E  

We like to think that our success has been built on a simple formula - to deliver a high standard of service 

before, during and after each holiday, a duty of care and commitment to you, and value for money. We aim 

to be totally flexible in our approach, as this allows us to create the holiday that you want and one that is 

easy and enjoyable to plan. However, if you feel that there are areas in which we could improve our service 

to you, please do not hesitate to contact either our Managing Director Nick Van Gruisen, or Executive 

Director Rowan Paterson on 020 7386 4646 or by email at: nick@theultimatetrevelcompany.co.uk or 

rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk. 

mailto:nick@theultimatetrevelcompany.co.uk
mailto:rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk
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D E T A I L E D  I T I N E R A R Y  

From the sleepy riverside villages and rolling vineyards of Burgundy to Arles, outpost of the Roman Empire, 

this cruise on the French rivers Saône and Rhône aboard the luxury river vessel MS Amadeus Provence, is 

the perfect way to explore some of France’s most beautiful countryside and historic sights.  The cruise 

encompasses not only the history, culture, food, wine and tradition, but also attractive villages, proud 

castles, impressive churches and some of the most picturesque scenery imaginable in Provence. 

 

Our voyage begins as we sail north from Lyon up the Saône to the small city of Mâcon from where we explore 

the famed vineyards of the Mâcon and Beaujolais wine regions and visit the ruins of the Benedictine Cluny 

Abbey.  Continuing to Chalon-sur-Saône, we drive along the Burgundy ‘wine route’ to Beaune to visit the 

magnificent 15th-century Hospices de Beaune and enjoy a wine tasting.  We then sail back to the historic 

city of Lyon, the gastronomic capital of France, and, after a tour of Vieux Lyon and the Basilique Notre Dame 

de Fourvière, we re-join the Rhône and sail south to Avignon – the ‘City of Popes’.   

Here we explore the city with its narrow streets and grandiose Palais des Papes.  We also venture into the 

Provençal countryside to see the magnificent Roman aqueduct – Pont du Gard; the historic hilltop town of 

Uzès; the beautiful city of Arles, a treasure trove of Roman antiquity with its magnificent amphitheatre and 

the epitome of Provence; as well as the Camargue nature reserve.    Our voyage continues sailing north 

again, where we will enjoy the magnificent scenery of the Ardèche Gorges before the journey ends back in 

Lyon.  

 

It promises to be a delightful journey, complimented by an inspiring array of shore excursions and 

captivating lectures from Douglas Skeggs.    

 

 
 

   
          Benedictine Cluny Abbey              Hôtel-Dieu, Beaune             
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DAY 1: THURSDAY, 10 OCTOBER   LONDON / LYON 

Early afternoon departure from London Heathrow on a British Airways flight to Lyon arriving late afternoon. 

On arrival, transfer to the dock in Lyon to board the luxury MS Amadeus Provence and embark on a seven-

night cruise on the Rhône and Saône.  Welcome dinner on board.   

DAY 2: FRIDAY, 12 OCTOBER    LYON / MACON 

This morning the vessel arrives in the town of Mâcon, located in southern Burgundy. This wine-producing 

region produces some of the most expensive wines in the world. Spend the morning exploring the city with 

its pastel buildings and tiled roofs, and visit the wine museum, Georges Duboeuf’s Hameau du Vin, 

dedicated to the history and production of Burgundy wines. Finish the visit with a tasting of Beaujolais 

wines, in a room housing a barrel organ called a ‘bouteillophone’. 

  

Lunch on board.  Near the city of Mâcon is the Cluny Abbey, dedicated to St Peter. This afternoon visit the 

‘spiritual heart of medieval Europe’. Founded in 910 by Guillaume d’Aquitaine, the abbey is comprised of 

three abbey churches. At its height, it was home to over 10,000 monks.  Welcome drinks followed by dinner 

on board. 

 

   
                       Castle of Cormatin     View of Lyon Old Town 

DAY 3: SATURDAY, 13 OCTOBER   CHARLON SUR SAONE / TOURNUS 

Continue to explore the wine region with a stop in the town of Chalon sur Saône with its half-timbered 

houses overlooking the square, with art galleries, speciality shops as well as a museum dedicated to 

photography. This morning we will drive along France’s Burgundy wine route through Pommard, Volnay 

and Meursault. In Beaune, the wine capital of Burgundy, you will visit the beautiful Hôtel-Dieu (Hospices de 

Beaune), founded as a hospital in 1443. Today, it covers a large area of the town with its museum, three 

courtyards, outbuildings, 15th-century bastion and hundreds of meters of cellars, which are notable for 

containing the private wine reserve of Hôtel-Dieu. Before returning to the boat enjoy a wine tasting at one 

of Beaune’s famous cellars. 
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Lunch on board. This afternoon explore the medieval towns of Brancion and Cormatin including the Castle 

of Cormatin, built between 1605 and 1629 by the du Blé family, which chronicles the history of the arts at 

this time in France. The castle also boasts a beautiful Renaissance formal garden. Re-join the boat in 

Tournus.  Dinner on board. 

 

 

DAY 4: SUNDAY, 13 OCTOBER   LYON 

Arrive back in Lyon, situated at the confluence of the Rhône and the Saône rivers, and is the third-largest 

city in France. This UNESCO World Heritage city is known for its cuisine as well as historical and 

architectural landmarks. This morning we will visit the Basilica of Notre-Dame de Fourvière, the well-known 

pilgrimage church, which offers unforgettable views of the city.  Return to the boat. 

 

Lunch on board. Relax this afternoon as the vessel sails through the picturesque countryside.  Dinner on 

board. 

DAY 5: MONDAY, 14 OCTOBER   AVIGNON 

This morning we will explore the Provencal city of Avignon, also known as the City of Popes, due to the role 

the city played in the Avignon conspiracy of the 14th century, when a pope abandoned Rome and fled to 

Avignon. Visit Avignon’s lavish Palais des Papes (Papal Palace), once a fortress and a palace, the papal 

residence was the seat of Western Christianity during the 14th century.  From 1309 to 1377, seven popes 

resided in this impressive building, one of Europe’s most fascinating examples of Gothic architecture.  Also 

see the Pont D’Avignon, a ruined 12th century bridge that once spanned Rhône. 

 

Lunch on board.  Afternoon excursion to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of the Pont du Gard, a three-level 

aqueduct constructed over 2000 years ago by the Romans and one of the architectural masterpieces of the 

ancient world.  Built by the Romans in 1 AD it was designed to carry fresh water from springs across the 

small Gardon river valley to the Roman city of Nîmes.  Continue to the lovely old town of Uzès, perched on 

top of a hill above the River Alzon, with the windowed, Pisa-like Tour Fenestrelle, which is tacked onto the 

     
               Pont du Gard                Palais des Papes, Avignon             
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cathedral. The narrow lanes are lined with Renaissance and Neoclassical houses which were once the 

residences of the 17th- and 18th-century bourgeoisie, who had grown rich on textiles.  Return to the boat.  

Dinner on board. 

DAY 6: TUESDAY, 15 OCTOBER   ARLES 

Morning walking tour of Arles which was once known as the ‘Little Rome of Gaul’ and is a treasure trove of 

Roman antiquity.  See the magnificent ancient Roman amphitheatre, the 12th century Romanesque 

church of St. Trophime and the Gallo-Roman burial road.  The city’s vibrant colours and striking quality of 

light were also an inspiration to Vincent Van Gogh, who utilized Arles as a backdrop for many of his finest 

works.  

  

Lunch on board.  Afternoon visit to the Camargue Nature Park which covers 86,000 hectares and is known 

for its unique flora and fauna as well as semi-wild bulls, white Camargue horses and hundreds of species 

of birds. Also visit Saintes Maries de la Mer, located on the Mediterranean Sea where the Rhône joins the 

ocean. This village is steeped in history and boasts stunning beaches which meet the blue waters of the 

Mediterranean Sea.  Dinner on board. 

 

   
              Roman amphitheatre, Arles              Pont d’Arc, Ardèche Gorge  

DAY 7: WEDNESDAY, 16 OCTOBER   CHATEAUNEUF-DU-RHONE / LE POUZIN 

This morning visit to the the Ardèche Gorge, also known as the Grand Canyon of Europe, with its spectacular 

limestone cliffs towering up to 1,000 feet above the meandering river below. The entrance to the Ardèche 

Gorge is through the famous Pont d’Arc near Vallon which, at 192 feet is, according to the Natural Arch and 

Bridge Society, ‘the largest natural bridge in Europe’. Take the famous Gorge Trail, from where there are 

viewpoints such as the Pont d’Arc and Serre de Tourre which offer the greatest views onto the canyon and 

the river Ardèche.  

Lunch on board.  Remainder of the afternoon at leisure.  Captain’s Gala Dinner. 
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DAY 8: THURSDAY, 17 OCTOBER   LYON / LONDON 

This morning disembark the boat and drive along the banks of the Sâone and enjoy views of the Cathedral 

of St. John and the Palace of Justice, before arriving at the Vieux Lyon (Lyon’s old town). Take a gentle stroll 

through the Old Town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, with the famous Roman theatre and buildings 

showing the influence of the Italian Renaissance.  Visit the Musée Gadagne, a 16th-century mansion built 

for two rich Florentine bankers, which includes an excellent local history museum, Musée d'Histoire de Lyon, 

as well as an international puppet museum, Musée des Marionettes du Monde, that pays homage to Lyon’s 

iconic puppet, Guignol. 

 

Lunch at a local restaurant in Vieux Lyon.  Transfer to Lyon airport for an afternoon British Airways flight to 

London Heathrow. 
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MS AMADEUS PROVENCE 
 

The magnificent MS Amadeus Provence vessel, built in 2017, is the newest addition to the award winning 

Amadeus fleet that includes the premium MS Amadeus Silver Fleet vessels. The new vessel is based on an 

already successful design model while incorporating several new, exciting features that add extra elements 

of innovation for which the ‘Silver’ fleet is renowned. This premium vessel comprises 8 luxurious suites with 

a private exterior balcony and a cosy reading corner. The 62 standard cabins come with viewing or 

panoramic window fronts that can be automatically lowered and modern amenities which include a 

spacious or walk-in wardrobe and a stylish bathroom. Spacious public areas such as the expansive 

restaurant and panoramic bar offer fabulous views of the passing river landscape, and the open-air River 

Terrace lounge is a great place to relax, sheltered from the wind and weather. The MS Amadeus Provence 

also has its own pool deck with swimming pool and Lido bar.  

 

Built: 2017 

Decks: 4 

Passengers: 140 

Cabins/Suites: 62/8 

 

DECK PLAN 
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CABINS 
The 70 cabins on the Amadeus Provence offer spacious accommodation for passengers on the vessel. While 

cabins on all decks have viewing windows that provide stunning views of the passing scenery; the cabins 

on the Mozart and Strauss decks have special retractable panoramic windows and the Mozart Deck Suites 

have a walk out exterior balcony which offer unimpeded views of the charming countryside. All cabins 

include modern hospitality amenities such as a comfortable bed, TV, separate area for WC/shower, writing 

desk, chair, a cabinet to store belongings and a safe to secure valuables.  All staterooms and suites offer a 

choice in bed configuration – please specify your preference on booking. 

 

Haydn Deck C-1 Cabin (16 m² / 172 sq.ft.) with viewing window 

Spacious bathroom, viewing window (cannot be opened), spacious wardrobe, choice of bed configuration 

(double or twin bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite bathroom with shower/WC, 

hair dryer, direct dial telephone and in-room safe. 

 

 
 

Strauss Deck B-1 Cabin (17.5 m² / 188 sq.ft.) with retractable panoramic window 

Spacious bathroom, lowerable panoramic window, walk-in wardrobe, choice of bed configuration (double 

or twin bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite bathroom with shower/WC, hair dryer, 

direct dial telephone and in-room safe. 
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Mozart Deck A-1 Cabin (17.5 m² / 188 sq.ft.) with retractable panoramic window 

Spacious bathroom, lowerable panoramic window, walk-in wardrobe, choice of bed configuration (double 

or twin bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite bathroom with shower/WC, hair dryer, 

direct dial telephone and in-room safe. 

 
 

Mozart Deck Suite (26.4 m² / 284 sq.ft.) with walk-out exterior balcony 

Comfortable corner sofa, luxurious bathroom, walk-out exterior balcony, mini-bar, walk-in wardrobe, choice 

of bed configuration (double or twin bed), flat-screen television, individual climate control, en-suite 

bathroom with shower/WC, bathrobe, hair dryer, direct dial telephone and in-room safe. 
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ROUTE 
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T O U R  P R I C E  

C O S T  P E R  P E R S O N  

HAYDN DECK C1 CABIN:    £3,245 

HAYDN DECK C1 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  £250 

STRAUSS DECK B1 CABIN:    £3,765 

STRAUSS DECK B1 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  £915 

MOZART DECK A1 CABIN:    £4,120 

MOZART DECK A1 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  £1,257 

MOZART DECK SUITE:     £4,460 

MOZART DECK SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  £2,315 

 

P R I C E  I N C L U D E S  

• economy class scheduled flights 

• air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable - currently £56 (based on October 2018 rates and is liable to change without notice) 

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• full board including daily breakfast, lunch, dinner, and midnight snack 

• coffee, tea and ice water with all meals on board 

• free flowing regional red and white wines, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board 

• all entrance fees, visits, excursions and transportation as per the itinerary 

• local English speaking guide/s 

• gratuities to staff onboard 

• gratuities to guide/s 

• gratuities to bus driver/s 

• porterage 

• services of a professional cruise director 

• the services of your tour leader and guest lecturer throughout 
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P R I C E  E X C L U D E S  

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 25/06/18 

A I R L I N E  T I C K E T S  

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

A I R L I N E  S E A T I N G  

The rules governing the pre-booking of seats vary from airline to airline. Some allow us to pre-book seats 

immediately and without charge, some only once the tickets are issued but with charge, and others only 

when you check in either on line or at the airport. 

We will clarify the rules for your specific carrier(s) with our confirmation documents. In the event that seating 

cannot be arranged until tickets are issued (normally six weeks prior to departure) and you prefer not to 

wait, we can issue your tickets earlier provided you are happy to pay in advance for the flight costs in addition 

to the required deposit for the holiday. 

However, please be mindful that the majority of our discounted fare tickets, once issued, are non-refundable 

and will attract fees should you wish to make any date changes.  Nor will you be allowed to change the 

actual flight routing. 

P E A C E  O F  M I N D  

You will probably be aware of the difficulties many travellers faced with obtaining refunds when their 

holidays were disrupted or cancelled as a result of such events as ash cloud, strike, snow and political 

unrest. By booking both your flights and land arrangements with us, not only are you guaranteed the peace 

of mind that comes with full financial protection but also all the round the clock assistance we are able to 

offer, should the need arise. 

C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I T I N E R A R Y  

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control 

F I T N E S S  T O  T R A V E L  

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 
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regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 

H E A L T H  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to France and no inoculations are required.   

P A S S P O R T  A N D  V I S A  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit France.  

Passport holders of other countries should consult their local French Consulate. Please ensure that your 

passport is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional period of validity on 

your passport beyond this. 

F C O  A D V I C E  

We recommend that you periodically review the travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 

which relates to all aspects of your destination, at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo
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W H Y  C H O O S E  U S ?  

We have been organising bespoke, tailor-made holidays and escorted group tours around the world since 

the early 1990s. The opportunity that we identified then was for a travel company with the knowledge and 

enthusiasm of a smaller specialist, but with the range and buying power of a much larger organisation, and 

we like to think that we have maintained this balance over the years. 

More importantly, we try to be an easy and friendly company to deal with, and because most of us have had 

the good fortune to work abroad, we are able to approach travel in a sensitive and intelligent way. 

W H A T  W E  O F F E R ?  

First-hand knowledge and personal service is at the core of what we offer. Our consultants travel to all the 

destinations that we feature on a very regular basis, so that the advice you receive is accurate and up-to-

date. They will also look after you from the outset and assume full responsibility for ensuring that your travel 

plans are designed and delivered as requested. 

Planning a holiday should be an enjoyable and effortless experience, and we will do all that we can to ensure 

that this is the case. 

O U R  R E P U T A T I O N  

We have grown largely through personal recommendation and repeat business, and so we treat our 

reputation with care. The directors and owners of the company, led by Nick Van Gruisen, are very much 

‘hands on’ so immediate decisions can be taken to ensure the standard of service that our clients have come 

to expect is maintained. 

L O C A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  

Equally crucial is the quality of our local associates and suppliers. It is they who look after you on holiday 

and it is their guides, vehicles and general support service that will determine your enjoyment of it. We 

therefore take great care to ensure that our ground handlers have the requisite expertise, efficiency and 

creativity, and also the ability to deal sensitively and swiftly with any situation that might arise. The fact that 

we have worked together for many years and know each other well is a further bonus. 

R E S P O N S I B L E  T R A V E L  

As a company with a passion for travel, we understand the vital support that tourism can provide to 

communities and fragile habitats throughout the world. At the same time, we are aware that tourism can 

have a negative impact and are committed to doing what we can to minimise this risk. 
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In 2007, an independent body completed an Environmental Audit on all aspects of The Ultimate Travel 

Company. This covered not only our own practices but those of our worldwide suppliers, thereby ensuring 

that we all met the necessary environmental and employment criteria. 

The audit also measured the carbon footprint produced by our London office and by our international travel, 

and we now offset this with an annual donation to Social Change and Development, a small but dynamic 

tree planting initiative in India. 

Further initiatives include a ‘charity donation’ scheme, whereby we ask clients for a voluntary contribution 

of £10 which we then match. As a result of this initiative, a handful of small overseas charities, and the 

healthcare, environmental and educational projects that they run, now share an annual donation of more 

than $100,000. 

If you want further details of these initiatives, please ring Nick Van Gruisen on 02073864646. 

E X T R A  V A L U E  

It can be difficult at times to recognise the extra value promised by travel companies. Generally speaking, 

we all offer the same flight, the same hotel, the same excursion, the same excursion, the same sunset, and 

at similar prices….indeed in many ways, the same holiday experience! 

Here, at The Ultimate Travel Company, we strive to go further. While we believe that the diversity of 

destination, intimate product knowledge and personal service we offer already sets us apart, we supply all 

our clients with detailed information on all aspects of their forthcoming journey, a 10% discount voucher at 

Daunt Books (described by The Daily Telegraph as ‘the most beautiful bookshop in London – designed for 

travellers who like reading’) and a welcome home ‘surprise’. 

Honeymooners can also look forward to a wedding gift on arrival at their chosen destination.  

Moreover, we continually monitor your movements while you are away so that we can offer any assistance 

that might be required, effectively and without delay. And if genuine problems do arise as a result of any 

error on our part (few as these may be!), we will not shy away from our own responsibilities and our 

commitment to you. 


