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A R T  I N  V I E N N A  &  T H E  B R U E G E L  E X H I B I T I O N   

W I T H   

M A R I E - T H É R È S E  H I L L  &  D O U G L A S  S K E G G S  

1 0  –  1 3  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  

C O N T A C T  Flora Scott-Williams – Escorted Tours Consultant 

D I R E C T  L I N E  020 7386 4643 

T E L E P H O N E  020 7386 4620 

E M A I L  flora@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk  

M A R I E - T H É R È S E  H I L L  

Marie-Thérèse was born in Vienna and now lives in Hampshire.  She was educated at the French Lycée 

and a language school in Switzerland, studied Piano in Vienna and is fluent in French, English, German 

and Italian.  Her familiarity with European culture and extensive contacts worldwide are reflected in her 

unique tours. 

D O U G L A S  S K E G G S  

Douglas Skeggs read Fine Art at Magdalene College, Cambridge and since 1980 has been a lecturer on the 

history and techniques of painting.  He has made several art documentaries and written and advised on 

many more.  An accomplished painter in his own right, three one-man exhibitions of his paintings have 

been held.  His biography of Monet, River of Light: Monet’s Impressions of the Seine, sold 65,000 copies, 

and he has also written several novels.  Over the years he has accompanied numerous tours across 

Europe. 

Q U A L I T Y  O F  S E R V I C E  

We like to think that our success has been built on a simple formula - to deliver a high standard of service 

before, during and after each holiday, a duty of care and commitment to you, and value for money. We aim 

to be totally flexible in our approach, as this allows us to create the holiday that you want and one that is 

easy and enjoyable to plan. 

However, if you feel that there are areas in which we could improve our service to you, please do not 

hesitate to contact either our Managing Director Nick Van Gruisen, or Executive Director Rowan Paterson, 

on 020 7386 4646.  You can also email them: nick@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk / 

rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

mailto:nick@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk
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D E T A I L E D  I T I N E R A R Y  

This captivating tour embodies the very essence of Vienna, encompassing the magnificent art collections 

of the city and the legacy of the Habsburg Emperors including a special private out-of-hours viewing of the 

Bruegel Exhibition at the Kunsthistorisches Museum. 

 

In the course of our stay we explore the city’s superb artistic heritage, from the late 19th and early 20th-

century masterpieces housed in the Baroque Belvedere Palace to the magnificent treasures housed in the 

Schatzkammer (Treasury).  We visit the impressive Imperial Library, or Prunksaal and enjoy a private visit 

to the Musikverein, home to the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, as well as a special private lunch at the 

17th-century Schloss Ludwigstorff on the banks of the Danube.  A fitting finale. 

    

There will also be the option to see the opera Andrea Chenier by Umberto Giordano at the Wiener Staatsoper. 

 

      
     Vienna Secession Building               Belvedere Palace 

DAY 1: THURSDAY, 10 JANUARY   LONDON / VIENNA 

Depart London Heathrow on a British Airways morning flight to Vienna.  Transfer into the city and check 

into the luxury Hotel Bristol, located next to the Vienna State Opera House, where three nights are spent. 

Afternoon orientation walk including a visit to the impressive Romanesque and Gothic St. Stephens 

Cathedral. Welcome drinks with an introduction by Douglas Skeggs followed by dinner at the Hotel Sacher 

which is a short walk from the hotel. 

DAY 2: FRIDAY, 11 JANUARY    VIENNA 

Morning visit to the Vienna Secession Building which was constructed by Joseph Maria Olbrich in a modern 

Art Nouveau style in 1897/8 and remains one of the best-known buildings in Vienna. The leafwork dome 

("golden cabbage") is the symbol of the Secession, which was an artistic movement in 1896, during which 
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Gustav Klimt and a number of other artists quit the conservative Künstlerhaus and founded a new art 

association. See the famous Beethoven Frieze by Gustav Klimt on display in the Seccession Building. 

Continue to Schloss Belvedere, Prince Eugène of Savoy’s summer palace, which is considered one of the 

finest examples of late baroque architecture in Europe.  Visit the Belverdere (upper) Palace, which houses 

a superb collection of 19th and 20th century paintings, including works by Klimt, Renoir and Schiele.  Here, 

in the Great Hall, The Staatsvertrag or Austrian Independence Treaty was signed by the Allied occupying 

powers (France, United Kingdom, United States and Soviet Union) and the Austrian Government in 1955.  

 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Afternoon visit to the Musikverein for a private guided tour.  Home to the Vienna 

Philharmonic Orchestra, the Musikverein is widely considered one of the greatest concert halls in the world.  

Remainder of the afternoon at leisure.   Dinner under own arrangements. 

 

Optional evening opera performance of Andrea Chenier by Umberto Giordano at the Wiener Staatsoper. 

 

   
            Imperial Palace         Schloss Ludwigstorff 

DAY 3: SATURDAY, 12 JANUARY   VIENNA 

Morning visit to the Leopold Museum, home to one of the largest collections of modern Austrian art, 

featuring artists such as Egon Schiele, Gustav Klimt, Oskar Kokoschka and Richard Gerstl.  Continue to the 

Ceremonial Hall of the Prunksaal (Imperial Library), considered one of the finest examples of a Baroque 

library, containing some 200,000 works and magnificently decorated with a glorious fresco by Daniel Gran.  

 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  Afternoon visit to the Treasuries (Schatzkammer) where the twenty-one rooms 

contain magnificent Imperial gems, relics of the Holy Roman Empire, the Imperial crown, coronation regalia, 

valuable Habsburg jewellery, and splendid liturgical objects, relics and vestments from the Imperial court, 

as well as an outstanding collection of porcelain.  Continue to the Hofburg Palace created in a variety of 

differing styles by the Habsburgs between the 13th and 19th centuries.  Visit the Silver Collection, a unique 

collection of cultural and historical importance, comprising objects and items that were required for the 

court household.  Remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Private evening viewing of the Bruegel Exhibition 

at the Kunsthistorisches Museum which marks the 450th anniversary of the death of Pieter Bruegel the Elder 

(c 1525/30-1569).  Farewell dinner at the hotel. 
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DAY 4: SUNDAY, 12 JANUARY   VIENNA / LONDON 

Optional morning visit to the Albertina museum which houses one of the largest and most important print 

rooms in the world with approximately 65,000 drawings and approximately 1 million old master prints, as 

well as more modern graphic works, photographs and architectural drawings.   

 

Drive out of Vienna (with luggage) to the spa town of Bad Deutsch Altenburg where we enjoy a very special 

private visit and lunch at the 17th-century Schloss Ludwigstorff as guests of the owners, Mr and Mrs Manfred 

Rhomberg. Transfer to Vienna Airport for a later afternoon British Airways flight to London Heathrow. 
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T O U R  P R I C E  

C O S T  £ 2 , 2 4 0  P E R  P E R S O N  

Single Supplement £360 per person 

Optional opera ticket to Andrea Chenier by Umberto Giordano – these are subject to availability.  Please let 

us know if you are interested in going to the opera however please note that we will not be able to purchase 

tickets until the tour is definitely going ahead. 

Please note that the rooms being held for the group at the Bristol Hotel are the Deluxe Rooms. 

 

P R I C E  I N C L U D E S  

• economy class scheduled flights 

• air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel 

surcharges where applicable - currently £60 (liable to change without notice) 

• accommodation in Deluxe rooms throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• breakfast daily; 2 lunches; 3 dinners 

• all visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

• all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

• all entrance fees 

• local English-speaking guide/s 

• gratuities in restaurants 

• gratuities to driver/s 

• porterage 

• gratuities to guide/s 

• the services of your tour leader and guest lecturer throughout 

P R I C E  E X C L U D E S  

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• opera ticket 

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 21/05/18 

A I R L I N E  T I C K E T S  

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 
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Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

A I R L I N E  S E A T I N G  

The rules governing the pre-booking of seats vary from airline to airline. Some allow us to pre-book seats 

immediately and without charge, some only once the tickets are issued but with charge, and others only 

when you check in either on line or at the airport. 

We will clarify the rules for your specific carrier(s) with our confirmation documents. In the event that seating 

cannot be arranged until tickets are issued (normally six weeks prior to departure) and you prefer not to 

wait, we can issue your tickets earlier provided you are happy to pay in advance for the flight costs in addition 

to the required deposit for the holiday. 

However, please be mindful that the majority of our discounted fare tickets, once issued, are non-refundable 

and will attract fees should you wish to make any date changes.  Nor will you be allowed to change the 

actual flight routing. 

P E A C E  O F  M I N D  

You will probably be aware of the difficulties many travellers faced with obtaining refunds when their 

holidays were disrupted or cancelled as a result of such events as ash cloud, strike, snow and political 

unrest. By booking both your flights and land arrangements with us, not only are you guaranteed the peace 

of mind that comes with full financial protection but also all the round the clock assistance we are able to 

offer, should the need arise. 

C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I T I N E R A R Y  

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control 

F I T N E S S  T O  T R A V E L  

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N  

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 
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hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

H E A L T H  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

No special precautions are required for travel to the Austria, and no inoculations are necessary.  For further 

advice, please consult your GP. 

P A S S P O R T  A N D  V I S A  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Passengers should hold a full passport. British passport holders do not require a visa to visit to Austria for 

stays less than 3 months. Nationals of other countries should consult their local Austrian Embassy.   Please 

ensure that your passport is valid for the proposed duration of your stay; you do not need any additional 

period of validity on your passport beyond this. 

F C O  A D V I C E  

We recommend that you periodically review the travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 

which relates to all aspects of your destination, at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo
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W H Y  C H O O S E  U S ?  

We have been organising bespoke, tailor-made holidays and escorted group tours around the world since 

the early 1990s. The opportunity that we identified then was for a travel company with the knowledge and 

enthusiasm of a smaller specialist, but with the range and buying power of a much larger organisation, and 

we like to think that we have maintained this balance over the years. 

More importantly, we try to be an easy and friendly company to deal with, and because most of us have had 

the good fortune to work abroad, we are able to approach travel in a sensitive and intelligent way. 

W H A T  W E  O F F E R ?  

First-hand knowledge and personal service is at the core of what we offer. Our consultants travel to all the 

destinations that we feature on a very regular basis, so that the advice you receive is accurate and up-to-

date. They will also look after you from the outset and assume full responsibility for ensuring that your travel 

plans are designed and delivered as requested. 

Planning a holiday should be an enjoyable and effortless experience, and we will do all that we can to ensure 

that this is the case. 

O U R  R E P U T A T I O N  

We have grown largely through personal recommendation and repeat business, and so we treat our 

reputation with care. The directors and owners of the company, led by Nick Van Gruisen, are very much 

‘hands on’ so immediate decisions can be taken to ensure the standard of service that our clients have come 

to expect is maintained. 

L O C A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  

Equally crucial is the quality of our local associates and suppliers. It is they who look after you on holiday 

and it is their guides, vehicles and general support service that will determine your enjoyment of it. We 

therefore take great care to ensure that our ground handlers have the requisite expertise, efficiency and 

creativity, and also the ability to deal sensitively and swiftly with any situation that might arise. The fact that 

we have worked together for many years and know each other well is a further bonus. 

R E S P O N S I B L E  T R A V E L  

As a company with a passion for travel, we understand the vital support that tourism can provide to 

communities and fragile habitats throughout the world. At the same time, we are aware that tourism can 

have a negative impact and are committed to doing what we can to minimise this risk. 
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In 2007, an independent body completed an Environmental Audit on all aspects of The Ultimate Travel 

Company. This covered not only our own practices but those of our worldwide suppliers, thereby ensuring 

that we all met the necessary environmental and employment criteria. 

The audit also measured the carbon footprint produced by our London office and by our international travel, 

and we now offset this with an annual donation to Social Change and Development, a small but dynamic 

tree planting initiative in India. 

Further initiatives include a ‘charity donation’ scheme, whereby we ask clients for a voluntary contribution 

of £10 which we then match. As a result of this initiative, a handful of small overseas charities, and the 

healthcare, environmental and educational projects that they run, now share an annual donation of more 

than $100,000. 

If you want further details of these initiatives, please ring Nick Van Gruisen on 02073864646. 

E X T R A  V A L U E  

It can be difficult at times to recognise the extra value promised by travel companies. Generally speaking, 

we all offer the same flight, the same hotel, the same excursion, the same excursion, the same sunset, and 

at similar prices….indeed in many ways, the same holiday experience! 

Here, at The Ultimate Travel Company, we strive to go further. While we believe that the diversity of 

destination, intimate product knowledge and personal service we offer already sets us apart, we supply all 

our clients with detailed information on all aspects of their forthcoming journey, a 10% discount voucher at 

Daunt Books (described by The Daily Telegraph as ‘the most beautiful bookshop in London – designed for 

travellers who like reading’) and a welcome home ‘surprise’. 

Honeymooners can also look forward to a wedding gift on arrival at their chosen destination.  

Moreover, we continually monitor your movements while you are away so that we can offer any assistance 

that might be required, effectively and without delay. And if genuine problems do arise as a result of any 

error on our part (few as these may be!), we will not shy away from our own responsibilities and our 

commitment to you. 


