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Detailed Itinerary 

Be prepared for more than 400 kilometres from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean, the Pyrenees 

separates Spain from the rest of Europe. It is a paradise for the all-round naturalist with vast 

numbers of plant species and a host of butterflies. Jagged, snow-capped spires and alpine meadows 

carpeted with gentians, daffodils and orchids provide a magical backdrop to this weeklong tour. The 

highest slopes are home for Alpine Marmots, Golden Eagles, Yellow-billed Choughs and Water 

Pipits flushed in their springtime plumage. Squadrons of colossal Griffon Vultures sail around 

vertically-cliffed gorges, haunt of the ever-elusive Wallcreeper and at any moment, the mighty 

bone-breaking Lammergeier can drift through. Add to this Hoopoes, Golden Orioles, Bee-eaters, 

Black Woodpeckers and Scops Owls and you have the recipe for an idyllic week.  

 

                              Lammergeier                                   Black Woodpecker  

Day 1: Sunday, 12th May London or Manchester / Barcelona / Jaca 

Depart Manchester / Heathrow a.m. Arrive Barcelona late a.m. We then make the pleasant 4-hour journey to 

our friendly, traditional Spanish hotel at Jaca where we will be for most of the week and which is perfectly 

situated for our explorations of the surrounding area. Time permitting, a stroll around the local park and the 

citadel should give us first sightings of Rock Sparrow, Firecrest, Black Redstart and Short-toed Treecreeper. 

At dusk we will listen out for the “sonar blip” of Scops Owls! Overnights Hotel Conde Aznar, Jaca. 

Day 2: Monday, 13th May    Rio Aragon / Biniés / Berdun 

We travel east today along the beautiful river Aragon, a favourite spot for Bee-eaters, Golden Orioles and 

Hoopoes, before heading up into the hills above Biniés for a wide variety of raptors including Lammergeier 

and Golden Eagle. On the way down, the cornfields near Berdun are good for Red-backed Shrike, Montagu’s 

Harrier, Tawny Pipit and Quail and the typically uncultivated patches hold Subalpine, Sardinian and 

Orphean Warblers. We will finish the day back at the Aragon where willows and rushes predominate and we 

might find Penduline Tit. 

Day 3: Tuesday, 14th May   Hecho Valley 

After another local stroll down to the river our destination today is up to high ground - the delightful Hecho 

Valley, where Red-billed Choughs and Griffon Vultures sail out from vertical precipices, home to Chamois 

and Alpine Marmot. We will search the rock faces for the elusive Wallcreeper, keeping an eye open for the 



unmistakeable shape of a Lammergeier overhead, patrolling skies shared by a range of other raptors 

including Golden Eagle. Higher up still we will look out for Citril Finch in alpine meadows covered with 

every imaginable shape and shade of flower.  

Days 4: Wednesday 15th May Portalet 

We head high into the hills again today, up to the Tena Valley and the Portalet pass. Right on the snow-line 

we will explore the area for Wheatears, Water Pipits, Rock Thrushes, Ortolan Bunting and Alpine Choughs 

whilst checking overhead for Golden and Short-toed Eagles plus of course, Lammergeier. Alpine Marmots 

squeal if they sense danger and we may see small groups of chamois. On a good day the clear alpine air 

provides breathtaking views over jagged, snow-covered mountains. Once again the flora is magnificent with 

the deep blues of both Spring and Trumpet Gentians mixing with the yellows of Dwarf Narcissi and Elder-

flowered Orchids.  
 

  Elder-flowered Orchid                                         Red-backed Shrike  

Day 5: Thursday 16th May   San Juan de la Peña 

For contrast we head south today to the wonderful local mountains overlooking Jaca. The route takes us 

through unintensive farmland, alive with jingling Corn Buntings and we will spend the whole day exploring 

the fabulous outcrops of Peña de Oroel and Monastery of San Juan de la Peña.  These are both sites for Black 

Woodpecker as well as Citril Finch, Bonelli’s Warbler, Crossbill, Crested Tit and Black Redstart. One of the 

finest vistas in the region provides more opportunities for raptor watching.  

Day 6: Friday 17th May    Riglos & Aguero 

Today we head south to the stunning sandstone outcrops at Riglos and Aguero where both Black and Black-

eared Wheatear can be seen plus Blue Rock Thrush. En route we will check a nearby embalse for Great Reed 

Warbler, Marsh Harrier, Woodchat Shrike and Bee-eater. Small fields separated by scrub are excellent for 

various migrants such as Tawny Pipit, Nightingale, Sardinian, Subalpine, Dartford and Orphean Warblers 

whilst overhead Egyptian Vulture and Peregrine are regular sights. 

Day 7: Saturday 18th May    Jaca / Barcelona 

We will be aiming for Barcelona today but we have plenty of time and our journey will involve stops as we 

cross the Sierra de Guara where Short-toed Lark, Black-eared Wheatear and both Black-bellied and Pin-

tailed Sandgrouse occur. This will still give us a chance to get to our hotel before a visit to the nearby Delta 

de Llobregat. This wetland reserve hosts a wide range of water birds including waders, rails, crakes, herons 

and egrets. Overnight Salles Hotel Ciutat del Prat. 



Day 8: Sunday 19th May    Barcelona / London or Manchester 

After a leisurely breakfast we make the very short journey to the airport to pick up our flights back to the 

UK. 

 



 

 



Tour Price 

COST PER PERSON: £1920 

Single supplement: £250 

Please note that the minimum group size for the tour is 6 and the maximum is 12 

The tour cost includes:  

• economy class international scheduled flights 

• air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel surcharges 

where applicable  

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• all meals 

• all entrance fees, visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

• all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

• all tips 

• the services of your tour leaders throughout  

The tour cost does NOT include:  

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. alcoholic drinks, telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme  

Changes to the Itinerary 

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Fitness to travel 

The pace will be relaxed throughout. There will however be walks, generally no longer than 4 Km, at a 

gentle pace, mostly on level gradients but occasionally over uneven ground. Opportunities will be taken 

routinely to stop.  A reasonable level of mobility is required throughout. Whilst we do not impose any age 

limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit.  The very nature of the activities involved in 

our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by vehicle in various places) means that a certain amount of 

walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours.  We regret that our tours are not suitable for people 

who have significant difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair assistance at any time, or are unable to 

keep pace with the group.  If you are in any doubt as to the suitability of a tour, please make this known to us 

before you book and we will advise you accordingly.  The Ultimate Travel Company reserves the right to 

decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

Airline Tickets 

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 



Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

Health Requirements 

As we are not medical experts we advise that you contact your doctor or local health authority for up-to-date 

medical advice. 

We would advise that all your routine vaccinations are up-to date prior to travel.  No special precautions are 

required for travel to Spain, and no inoculations are compulsory, although a Yellow Fever certificate is 

required if you have travelled within an infected area recently.   

A number of inoculations are ‘recommended’ in certain circumstances – hepatitis A and B, polio, tetanus, 

typhoid, diphtheria & TB and Japanese B encephalitis.   

Passport and Visa Information 

Passengers should hold a full passport, which should have at least six months validity after the date of your 

return.  

FCO Advice 

Travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office can be viewed at 

www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

All images © Keith Offord 
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Wild Insights overseas tours are part of a wider programme of Ultimate Travel Company holidays 

worldwide, and their terms and conditions apply. The Ultimate Travel Company is fully licensed and bonded 

with ABTA and IATA and all their overseas tours are fully protected by their Civil Aviation 

Authority ATOL Licence, number 5111. 


