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C H R I S  C A L D I C O T T  

 

 

 

 

Since travelling to some of the most remote parts of the world as 

Photographer in-Residence to the Royal Geographical Society, Chris 

Caldicott has continued his globetrotting lifestyle as a freelance 

photographer, writer and lecturer specialising in food and travel. He has 

had several books published about food, travel and the spice trade and 

visited 118 countries on assignments to capture evocative images and 

write about memorable experiences for publications such as Vanity Fair, 

Condé Nast Traveller, The Sunday Times, Harper’s Bazaar, Tatler, House 

and Garden and The Telegraph. Chris will offer an initial workshop at the 

beginning of the trip on how to take better travel photographs and get 

the best out of your camera covering exposure, focus and composition 

illustrated with examples of his own work. He will also be offering one to 

one tutorials on photography and individual cameras and curating 

opportunities to capture creative images of the journey. 
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C A R O L Y N  C A L D I C O T T  
 

 

Carolyn Caldicott owned and ran the World Food Café in London’s 

Covent Garden for 20 years. She now works as an author, cook and food 

writer and has with her husband Chris written 14 cookbooks about global 

cuisine, and been commissioned to write bespoke recipe books for 

private clients. Carolyn is also a contributing food and travel writer to 

Elle, Conde Nast Traveller, Harper’s Bazaar and The Guardian and has 

been featured in Ok Magazine, The Telegraph, Observer Food Monthly 

and Waitrose Magazine, cooked live on the Food Channel and been a 

guest on America’s Live Kitchen. Carolyn will give an introduction to the 

regional cuisine and the dishes you will enjoy on the journey and be on 

hand to explain the mysteries of the weird and wonderful ingredients you 

will see along the way. 

Q U A L I T Y  O F  S E R V I C E  

We like to think that our success has been built on a simple formula - to deliver a high standard of service 

before, during and after each holiday, a duty of care and commitment to you, and value for money. We aim 

to be totally flexible in our approach, as this allows us to create the holiday that you want and one that is 

easy and enjoyable to plan. 

However, if you feel that there are areas in which we could improve our service to you, please do not 

hesitate to contact either our Managing Director Nick Van Gruisen, or Executive Director Rowan Paterson, 

on 020 7386 4646.  You can also email them: 

 

nick@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 
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D E T A I L E D  I T I N E R A R Y  

Join Chris and Carolyn Caldicott on this curated road trip along the backroads of Rajasthan to fantasy forts, 

desert camps, havelis and design hotels. The journey begins delving into in the hidden secret charms of the 

dynamic maximum city, Mumbai. Staying at the grand dame classic, the Taj Mahal Palace, we will explore 

the melting pot of cultures and cuisines from 5th century Buddhist caves to colonial gems and contemporary 

cool. From Raas Devigarh near Udaipur we will enter the desert home of the nomadic Rabari herders and 

spend a night at Jawai Leopard Camp for a game drive in an untamed wilderness where leopards roam wild 

and free. From Lakshman Sagar we will walk to remote rural village bazaars and farms of Pali district then 

move on to Raas a beautifully restored haveli deep in the old blue city of Jodhpur where we will visit the 

mighty Mehrangarh Fort and dine on authentic Rajput cuisine in a candle lit step well. We move on to 

Ranvas (formerly the ‘abode’ of the queens), a boutique hotel set in the Palace complex within the ramparts 

of the immaculately restored atmospheric Ahhichatracharh Fort of Nagaur. The tour ends in the rarely 

visited ancient desert trading post of Bikaner. 

 

            Gateway to India, Mumbai                      Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus railway station 

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 12 FEBRUARY LONDON / MUMBAI 

Suggested flight (not included in the cost of the tour) British Airways BA 199 departing London Heathrow 

at 20.40 hrs. 

DAY 2: THURSDAY, 13 FEBRUARY MUMBAI 

Arrive at 11.40 hrs and transfer to the 5-star Taj Mahal Tower Hotel, centrally located in the heritage district 

of Colaba and overlooking the harbour, and where two nights are spent.   
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Lunch under own arrangements and time to relax by the lovely swimming pool before checking into rooms 

(guaranteed check in from 14.00 hrs). Afternoon transfer and walking tour of Bombay old town, Fort area 

and Kala Ghoda area. Enjoy a Parsi afternoon tea at Yazdani Bakery Café famous for its brun maska, hot 

toasted white buns slathered in melted butter with crunchy crusts that you dip into hot chai. Return to the 

hotel for a sunset stroll around Colaba and the Gateway of India. Seafood dinner at Trishna renowned for its 

mouth-watering garlic butter pepper crab and tiger prawns 

DAY 3: FRIDAY, 14 FEBRUARY MUMBAI 

Enjoy a private speed boat ride to Elephanta Island to see the mysterious and dramatic 5th-century Shiva 

Caves, one of India’s most impressive UNESCO World Heritage Sites, hardly ever visited by foreign tourists, 

and it is a lovely boat ride across old historic Mumbai harbour. Return from the island by boat. 

 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Stroll through the spice and vegetable markets of Crawford Market, known as 

South Mumbai’s most famous market. Also visit the antique markets of Chor Bazaar, one of the largest flea 

markets in India. The word chor means thief in Marathi and Hindi. According to popular legend, if you lose 

anything in Mumbai you can buy it back from the Chor Bazaar. Walk around Khotachiwai, a hidden enclave 

of Portuguese mansions, and call in on Mani Bhavan. Early evening experience of the lively Chowpatty 

Beach food scene at dusk with quick shopping stops at Anoki and Bungalow 8. Return to the hotel. Dinner 

under own arrangements. 

 

      Raas Devigarh Hotel                               Rajasthan 

DAY 4: SATURDAY, 15 FEBRUARY MUMBAI / ARAVALLI HILLS 

Optional walk at dawn to Sassoon Dock, Koli fishing village and market to see the fishing boats come in 

from a night out on the Arabian Sea with their catch. Return to the hotel for breakfast. Transfer to Mumbai 

Airport for a domestic flight to Udaipur, known as the gateway to Rajasthan. 

 

Lunch under own arrangements. On arrival, transfer to the 18th century palace, Raas Devigarh Hotel. The 

hotel is nestled in the Aravalli Hills, holding a commanding position over one of the three main passes into 
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its valley. Enjoy a walk in the Delwara village, visiting many temples and the beautiful stepwell which is a 

marvellous example of stone carving and is about 15 metres deep. 

DAY 5: SUNDAY, 16 FEBRUARY ARAVALLI HILLS 

Drive to Narhdwara. Visit the famous Krishna temple, Shrinathji, a 12th-century idol of Krishna and the 

temple's namesake. Originally situated on Govardhan hill, near Mathura, it was moved to Nathdwara in the 

17th century to protect it from the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb's campaign against Hindu worship in his 

empire.  

Lunch under own arrangements. Rest of the day at leisure enjoying all of the hotel’s amenities. Dinner at 

the hotel. 

DAY 6: MONDAY, 17 FEBRUARY ARAVALLI HILLS / RUGHNATHPURA 

Check out of the hotel and transfer to the luxurious Jawai Leopard Camp, encapsulated in a landscape of 

towering granite formations, caves, kopjes, Anogeissus scrub and winding sand riverbeds. Check into the 

camp. 

Late lunch at the camp. Afternoon leopard game drive, hopefully getting the chance to sight the enchanting 

leopard. Safari / hunter dinner in a secret outdoor location. 

  

             Leopard in Jawai Camp             Jawai Leopard Camp 

DAY 7: TUESDAY, 18 FEBRUARY RUGHNATHPURA 

Early morning leopard game drive, stopping off for a bush breakfast and a curated Rabari shepherd 

encounter. Rabari translates itself to outsiders which is because of their trade and what they used to do in 

times past. They have roamed the deserts and plains of what is today western India for almost 10 centuries. 

Check out of the camp and transfer to Lakshman Sagar Hotel. 

Lunch at the hotel. Afternoon at leisure. Dinner at the hotel. 
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DAY 8: WEDNESDAY, 19 FEBRUARY RAIPUR 

Morning village and farm walks. 

 

Light lunch at the hotel. This afternoon enjoy the local area and grounds followed by a cooking 

demonstration. For dinner this evening the group will cook their own dinner using the ingredients gathered 

on the farm and village walks earlier in the day. 

DAY 9: THURSDAY, 20 FEBRUARY RAIPUR / JODHPUR 

Check out of the hotel. Late morning drive to Jodhpur and check into the 5-star Raas Hotel where two nights 

are spent. The whole hotel is overlooked by Mehrangarh, an awe-inspiring 15th-century fort looming 400 feet 

above the Jodhpur skyline. 

 

Lunch under own arrangements. Afternoon walking tour of the markets, cafes and the old town. There will 

be a chance to have a taste of the famous local lassi at the Gateway Clock Tower. Return to the hotel. Dinner 

at the hotel. 

 

               Mehrangarh Fort       Jodhpur City 

DAY 10: FRIDAY, 21 FEBRUARY JODHPUR 

Early morning drive up to Jaswant Thada, a cenotaph located in Jodhpur, built by Maharaja Sardar Singh of 

Jodhpur State in 1899 in memory of his father, Maharaja Jaswant Singh II, and serving as the cremation 

ground for the royal family of Marwar. Explore the cenotaph’s grounds featuring carved gazebos, a tiered 

garden and small lake. Continue to Mehrangarh Fort which spreads over five kilometres of perpendicular 

hill and houses a palace, intricately adorned with long carved panels, latticed windows exquisitely wrought 

from red sandstone, and a turban museum.  

 

Lunch under own arrangements. Walk or drive back to the hotel. Remainder of the afternoon at leisure. Enjoy 

a special outdoor stepwell dinner. 
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DAY 11: SATURDAY, 22 FEBRUARY JODHPUR / NAGAUR 

Drive to Nagaur, one of the most picturesque of Rajput townships surrounded by massive ramparts. 

Between the 12th and the 16th centuries it was important as a resting place for traders and travellers and 

became a centre for sufisim. At its heart is the Ahichattragarh Fort, the setting for the World Sufi Spirit 

Festival. This spectacular Rajput-Mughal bastion dates to the 5th century and its Baradari or courtyard has 

walls painted with beautiful murals in a synthesis of the Persian and Nagaur styles. Check in at Ranvas 

Nagaur, where two nights are spent.  

 

Lunch under own arrangements at the hotel. Afternoon private tour of Nagaur Fort. Enjoy a special outdoor 

stepwell dinner. 

 

      Nagaur Fort            Bikaner Kothe Gate 

DAY 12: SUNDAY, 23 FEBRUARY NAGAUR 

Morning hike around the perimeter of the 12th-century fort’s magnificent ramparts, peering down onto the 

busy streets of Nagaur below.  

Lunch under own arrangements at the hotel. Afternoon desert excursion and jeep safari with high tea and 

Sufi shrine tour. Dinner at the hotel. 

DAY 13: MONDAY, 24 FEBRUARY NAGAUR / BIKANER 

Morning departure (with luggage) for Bikaner and check into the Narendra Bhawan Hotel where one night 

is spent. It was once the home to the last reigning Maharaja of Bikaner, who was influenced by the Bombay 

art deco movement, a love of travel and contemporary European tastes which can be seen in the décor of 

the hotel. 

Lunch at the hotel. Afternoon tour of Bikaner Old Town. The labyrinth of narrow, winding streets conceals a 

number of fine havelis, and a couple of notable Jain temples. The old city is encircled by a 7km-long, 18th-
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century wall with five entrance gates, the main entrance being the triple-arched Kothe Gate. Return to the 

hotel. Dinner at the hotel. 

DAY 14: TUESDAY, 25 FEBRUARY BIKANER / DELHI 

Morning at leisure. Check out of the hotel and drive to Bikaner airport for a domestic afternoon flight to 

Delhi.  

Lunch under own arrangements. Upon arrival, transfer to the Trident hotel for one night. Farewell dinner at 

the hotel. 

DAY 15: WEDNESDAY, 26 FEBRUARY DELHI / LONDON 

Suggested flight (not included in the cost of the tour) British Airways BA 256 departing Delhi at 11.05 hrs 

arriving London Heathrow at 15.20 hrs.    
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T O U R  P R I C E  

C O S T  £ 5 , 9 8 5  P E R  P E R S O N  

Single Supplement £1,695 per person 

 Single room throughout apart from the night in Jawai where you will need to 

share. Maximum 2 single travellers. 

Please note we have not included the cost of the flights in the tour price. Please contact us for prices should 

you wish to book them through us. 

 

P R I C E  I N C L U D E S  

• domestic flights as shown in the itinerary 

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• breakfast daily; 6 lunches; 12 dinners 

• all entrance fees, visits and excursions as per the itinerary 

• all transportation as detailed in the itinerary 

• local English-speaking guide/s 

• gratuities to driver/s; gratuities to guide/s; gratuities in restaurants; porterage  

• the services of your tour leaders throughout  

P R I C E  E X C L U D E S  

• International flights 

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• visa fees 

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 04/05/18 

A I R L I N E  T I C K E T S  

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 



 

Escorted Tour 

Rajasthan 

 

 

Contact Louisa Thompson – Escorted Tours Consultant 

Direct Line 020 7386 4682 

Telephone 020 7386 4620 

Email louisa@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 12       

 

A I R L I N E  S E A T I N G  

The rules governing the pre-booking of seats vary from airline to airline. Some allow us to pre-book seats 

immediately and without charge, some only once the tickets are issued but with charge, and others only 

when you check in either on line or at the airport. 

We will clarify the rules for your specific carrier(s) with our confirmation documents. In the event that seating 

cannot be arranged until tickets are issued (normally six weeks prior to departure) and you prefer not to 

wait, we can issue your tickets earlier provided you are happy to pay in advance for the flight costs in addition 

to the required deposit for the holiday. 

However, please be mindful that the majority of our discounted fare tickets, once issued, are non-refundable 

and will attract fees should you wish to make any date changes.  Nor will you be allowed to change the 

actual flight routing. 

P E A C E  O F  M I N D  

You will probably be aware of the difficulties many travellers faced with obtaining refunds when their 

holidays were disrupted or cancelled as a result of such events as ash cloud, strike, snow and political 

unrest. By booking both your flights and land arrangements with us, not only are you guaranteed the peace 

of mind that comes with full financial protection but also all the round the clock assistance we are able to 

offer, should the need arise. 

C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I T I N E R A R Y  

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control 

F I T N E S S  T O  T R A V E L  

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N  

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  
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H E A L T H  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

No vaccinations are required for entry into India however if you have travelled within a yellow fever infected 

area during the previous six days prior to arrival you will require proof of inoculation. The following 

inoculations are recommended: Typhoid, Hepatitis A and B, Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio. Malaria is 

present throughout most of India so anti-malaria prophylactics are advised.   

Please check recommended practice with your GP, practice nurse or travel health clinic. 

P A S S P O R T  A N D  V I S A  I N F O R M A T I O N  

British Nationals require a visa for India. This can be obtained through the new online e-Tourist Visa service 

(currently the easiest and cheapest option), through CIBT (our recommended visa service provider) or 

directly through one of the Indian Visa Application Centres located throughout the UK. 

Passengers should hold a full passport, which should be valid for six months after you return to the UK and 

should also have at least three empty pages for the visa. Nationals of other countries should consult their 

local Indian Embassy.  

F C O  A D V I C E  

We recommend that you periodically review the travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 

which relates to all aspects of your destination, at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo
http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo
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W H Y  C H O O S E  U S ?  

We have been organising bespoke, tailor-made holidays and escorted group tours around the world since 

the early 1990s. The opportunity that we identified then was for a travel company with the knowledge and 

enthusiasm of a smaller specialist, but with the range and buying power of a much larger organisation, and 

we like to think that we have maintained this balance over the years. 

More importantly, we try to be an easy and friendly company to deal with, and because most of us have had 

the good fortune to work abroad, we are able to approach travel in a sensitive and intelligent way. 

W H A T  W E  O F F E R ?  

First-hand knowledge and personal service is at the core of what we offer. Our consultants travel to all the 

destinations that we feature on a very regular basis, so that the advice you receive is accurate and up-to-

date. They will also look after you from the outset and assume full responsibility for ensuring that your travel 

plans are designed and delivered as requested. 

Planning a holiday should be an enjoyable and effortless experience, and we will do all that we can to ensure 

that this is the case. 

O U R  R E P U T A T I O N  

We have grown largely through personal recommendation and repeat business, and so we treat our 

reputation with care. The directors and owners of the company, led by Nick Van Gruisen, are very much 

‘hands on’ so immediate decisions can be taken to ensure the standard of service that our clients have come 

to expect is maintained. 

L O C A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  

Equally crucial is the quality of our local associates and suppliers. It is they who look after you on holiday 

and it is their guides, vehicles and general support service that will determine your enjoyment of it. We 

therefore take great care to ensure that our ground handlers have the requisite expertise, efficiency and 

creativity, and also the ability to deal sensitively and swiftly with any situation that might arise. The fact that 

we have worked together for many years and know each other well is a further bonus. 

R E S P O N S I B L E  T R A V E L  

As a company with a passion for travel, we understand the vital support that tourism can provide to 

communities and fragile habitats throughout the world. At the same time, we are aware that tourism can 

have a negative impact and are committed to doing what we can to minimise this risk. 
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In 2007, an independent body completed an Environmental Audit on all aspects of The Ultimate Travel 

Company. This covered not only our own practices but those of our worldwide suppliers, thereby ensuring 

that we all met the necessary environmental and employment criteria. 

The audit also measured the carbon footprint produced by our London office and by our international travel, 

and we now offset this with an annual donation to Social Change and Development, a small but dynamic 

tree planting initiative in India. 

Further initiatives include a ‘charity donation’ scheme, whereby we ask clients for a voluntary contribution 

of £10 which we then match. As a result of this initiative, a handful of small overseas charities, and the 

healthcare, environmental and educational projects that they run, now share an annual donation of more 

than $100,000. 

If you want further details of these initiatives, please ring Nick Van Gruisen on 02073864646. 

E X T R A  V A L U E  

It can be difficult at times to recognise the extra value promised by travel companies. Generally speaking, 

we all offer the same flight, the same hotel, the same excursion, the same excursion, the same sunset, and 

at similar prices….indeed in many ways, the same holiday experience! 

Here, at The Ultimate Travel Company, we strive to go further. While we believe that the diversity of 

destination, intimate product knowledge and personal service we offer already sets us apart, we supply all 

our clients with detailed information on all aspects of their forthcoming journey, a 10% discount voucher at 

Daunt Books (described by The Daily Telegraph as ‘the most beautiful bookshop in London – designed for 

travellers who like reading’) and a welcome home ‘surprise’. 

Honeymooners can also look forward to a wedding gift on arrival at their chosen destination.  

Moreover, we continually monitor your movements while you are away so that we can offer any assistance 

that might be required, effectively and without delay. And if genuine problems do arise as a result of any 

error on our part (few as these may be!), we will not shy away from our own responsibilities and our 

commitment to you. 


