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K R U G E R  – T H E  B E S T  O F  A F R I C A N  W I L D L I F E             
3  –  1 8  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0  

 

View from Olifants Rest Camp 

L E A D E R S :  K E I T H  A N D  L I N D A  O F F O R D  

Keith and Linda Offord are both zoology graduates, very experienced field ornithologists and have run 

countless wildlife watching holidays around the world. Together, they set up Wild Insights in 2004 and 

have operated a consistently sold-out UK and overseas programme with over 95% repeat bookings – a 

reflection of their consistent professionalism, care and attention. 

C O N T A C T  Louisa Thompson – Escorted Tours Consultant 

D I R E C T  L I N E  020 7386 4682 

T E L E P H O N E  020 7386 4620 

E M A I L  louisa@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk  
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D E T A I L E D  I T I N E R A R Y  

The immense 20,000 km² Kruger National Park has within it an amazing mix of habitats and offers some of 

the best opportunities to see such a diverse range of African fauna. The dry season is one of the best for all 

the key mammal species here including some of the more elusive such as Leopard, Caracal, Serval and 

Wild Dog. Multiple river systems are extremely fruitful in with resident hippos and crocodiles and 

following re-introduction fifty years ago Kruger now has an impressive population of White Rhinos. In 

addition, even without visiting migrants, the range of birds is equally large and includes many which are 

found only on the eastern side of Southern Africa including Bateleur, African Hawk-eagle, White-headed 

and Lappet-faced Vultures, Saddle-billed and Open-billed Storks, Grey-headed Bush-Shrike, Black-collared 

Barbet, Black-headed Oriole and Purple-crowned Turaco. Our tour will be unhurried, exploring Kruger 

from north to south, deliberately taking time and thoroughly enjoying the best parts. We will conclude our 

holiday with two nights in a beautiful hotel Mount Sheba, set in the scenic splendour of the northern 

Drakensberg Mountains. Here, a whole range of forest bird species such as White-starred Robin, Orange 

Ground-thrush, Black Cuckoo-shrike and Knysna Turaco can be seen. 
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DAY 1: SATURDAY, 3RD OCTOBER     LONDON 

Depart Heathrow on an overnight flight to Johannesburg. 

DAY 2: SUNDAY, 4TH OCTOBER     JOHANNESBURG / MAKHADO  

Arrive in Johannesburg in the early morning. Transfer to Shiluvari Lakeside Lodge where one night is 

spent (approximately 5 hours from the airport). Our first accommodation is situated along the banks of the 

Albasini Dam, east of Louis Trichardt, and is a very pleasant lodge with excellent gardens perfectly 

positioned to break our journey up to Kruger. 

En route, we should see the first Fork-tailed Drongos and Black-shouldered Kites. The rest of the day, for 

those with remaining energy, we will explore the gardens and trails around the excellent lodge or 

alternatively you may wish to simply relax. Either way there is much on offer such as White-browed and 

Bearded Scrub-robins, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Natal Francolin, Yellow-throated 

Longclaw and with luck, the perfectly named Gorgeous Bush-shrike. The echoing yelp of African Fish-

eagle from the nearby lake is one of the truly atmospheric sounds of Africa. 

                White-fronted Bee Eater                                                                                                      White Rhino 

DAYS 3 – 6: 5TH – 8TH OCTOBER     KRUGER: SHINGWEDZI (5TH & 6TH) & OLIFANTS 7TH & 8TH) 

For those who wish, an early morning walk around the gardens should produce even more birds, many of 

which are common but new to us. Our journey will then take us north and east to the Punda gate of Kruger 

National Park where we will be met by our driver guides and open safari vehicles which are perfect for 

enjoying wildlife viewing.   

 

To make the most of this enormous area without rushing we have deliberately allocated ten nights, 

dividing our time between five equally spaced rest camps. The rooms at the rest camps are bungalow-style 

and fairly basic but include the key ingredients of a comfortable bed, a hot shower and air conditioning. All 

are of course en suite. All the rest camps are within the National Park and although we looked at options 

outside these were invariably much more expensive and would have necessitated a significantly higher 

cost for the tour. We think the rest camps provide the essential requirements, being affordable and 

excellent birdwatching spots in their own right. Each has its own character and we have chosen them to 

provide the greatest range of wildlife as well as a logical route through the National Park. 
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During our time in Kruger there will be the opportunity to do a dusk drive which enables us to return to the 

rest camp after the gates officially close – a fabulous time for seeing both diurnal and nocturnal wildlife. 

 

Our journey commences in the north of the National Park where the relatively tree-rich habitat is home to 

several key bird species such as Crested Guineafowl, Retz’s Helmet-shrike, White-fronted Bee-eater, 

Crested Francolin and Yellow-billed Oxpecker. Raptors can be seen anywhere including Tawny Eagle, 

Bateleur, Martial Eagle and possible Dickinson’s Kestrel. 

 

                   Black-headed Oriole              Leopard  

 

We will not have to wait long for our first mammals, not only the ever-present Common Impala and Greater 

Kudu but also the rather striking Nyala, a speciality of the north. Herds of Elephants can be encountered 

anywhere, and we may be lucky enough to see our first predators, from mighty Lions to the diminutive 

Dwarf Mongoose. Even the secretive Caracal is a possibility. The restcamps where we will be staying 

provide some of the best birdwatching thanks to substantial trees attracting Golden-tailed, Bennett’s and 

Cardinal Woodpeckers, Black-collared and Crested Barbets and exotic Purple-crested Turacos while 

flowering plants are frequented by dazzling, iridescent Collared, White-bellied, Scarlet-chested and Marico 

Sunbirds.  

 

We spend two nights in Shingwedzi and two nights at Olifants, both restcamps being positioned close to 

major rivers. 

DAYS 7 – 10: 9TH – 12TH OCTOBER KRUGER: SATARA (9TH & 10TH) & SKUKUZA (11TH & 12TH) 

Our tour now takes us into the heart of Kruger where, from apparently endless Mopane forest the habitat 

opens out to the rather more classic open plains with Acacia trees. This area is one of the best for 

mammalian predators including Leopard, Cheetah and the ever-elusive Wild Dog. Several packs operate 

within Kruger; never easy to see but the area around Satara offers some of the best chances.  

 

Whilst the number of visitors to Kruger makes it less exclusive than some destinations many pairs of eyes 

increases the chances of sightings, and many of the more secretive mammals could easily be missed 

crossing the road. Not surprisingly, where there are predators there are also the attendant scavengers 

such as Black-backed and Side-striped Jackals, Spotted Hyena plus of course vultures including Cape, 

White-backed, White-headed and Lappet-faced, The open grasslands are extremely good for some of the 

more terrestrial birds such as Kori Bustard, Red-crested Korhaan and the totally bizarre Southern Ground 

Hornbill which has the most extraordinary eyelashes! The restcamp at Satara is one of the best places for 
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owls with up to 5 species including one of the most confiding – African Scops Owls. Moving south from 

Satara we enter more vegetated habitat with large rivers which are always worth scanning for Open-billed 

and Saddle-billed Storks and with luck, the rather strange African Finfoot.   

 

Our next rest camp Skukuza is the largest and has great facilities and good restaurants. The extensive 

grounds at are also fantastic for birds and this camp is ideally placed for exploring the road following the 

Sabie River. Our chances of encountering carnivores such as Leopard and Lion are as high there as 

anywhere and we will be taking our time, following the complex network of routes which border the river. 

DAYS 11 – 12: 13TH – 14TH OCTOBER    KRUGER: BERG-EN DAAL 

Our final days in Kruger will take us right down to the south where we find ourselves in hillier, rocky 

country. Here, the concentration of White Rhino must be as great as anywhere in Africa and despite 

continued poaching we stand very good chances of seeing these fabulous animals. Our journey takes us 

through prime Wild Dog country which may give us more chances of sightings. Berg-en Daal is also 

regularly frequented by Leopard. Typically, the woods within the grounds are well worth time in with 

chances of Africa Paradise, African Dusky and Pale Flycatchers, Chinspot Batis, Acacia Pied Barbet, 

Terrestrial Bulbul and Southern Black Tit.  

DAYS 13 – 14: 15TH – 16TH OCTOBER    MOUNT SHEBA  

By way of contrast, having given Kruger a really generous time we now head into the northern 

Drakensberg for two nights at the beautiful Mount Sheba Hotel, two nights of relative luxury after the more 

basic restcamp accommodation. Situated high up in the foothills near Pilgrim’s Rest, this is a delightful 

spot with excellent cuisine, log fires and extensive grounds which include a large area of rainforest. Mount 

Sheba also boasts an extensive list of species, many of which we would not have encountered on the trip. 

Within the grounds there remains an important patch of afromontane forest which is home to a range of 

birds such as Yellow-streaked Greenbul, White-starred Robin, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, Knysna 

Turaco, Chorister Robin-chat and Narina Trogon. We will spend time exploring the trails which we can 

walk to from our rooms.  

DAY 15: SATURDAY, 17TH OCTOBER     JOHANNESBURG   

We should have a relaxed final morning before our journey back to Johannesburg with plenty of time to 

spare for the flight connection back to Heathrow, arriving the following day. 

DAY 16: SUNDAY, 18TH OCTOBER     LONDON 

Arrive at London Heathrow.  
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T O U R  P R I C E  

C O S T :  £ 4 , 4 9 0  P E R  P E R S O N  

Single Supplement: £470 per person 

Please note that the minimum number group size for the tour is 6 and the maximum is 12. 

 

P R I C E  I N C L U D E S  

• economy class scheduled flights 

• air passenger duty, passenger service charge, airline security charges, airport taxes and fuel 

surcharges where applicable - currently £100 (liable to change without notice) 

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• all meals 

• all entrance fees, visits, excursions and transportation as per the itinerary 

• gratuities in restaurants for included meals; gratuities to guide/s gratuities to driver/s; porterage 

• the services of your tour leader throughout 

P R I C E  E X C L U D E S  

• travel insurance 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 10/12/19 

A I R L I N E  T I C K E T S  

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

A I R L I N E  S E A T I N G  

The rules governing the pre-booking of seats vary from airline to airline. Some allow us to pre-book seats 

immediately and without charge, some only once the tickets are issued but with charge, and others only 

when you check in either online or at the airport. 

We will clarify the rules for your specific carrier(s) with our confirmation documents. In the event that 

seating cannot be arranged until tickets are issued (normally six weeks prior to departure) and you prefer 

not to wait, we can issue your tickets earlier provided you are happy to pay in advance for the flight costs 

in addition to the required deposit for the holiday. However, please be mindful that the majority of our 

discounted fare tickets, once issued, are non-refundable and will attract fees should you wish to make any 

date changes.  Nor will you be allowed to change the actual flight routing. 
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P E A C E  O F  M I N D  

You will probably be aware of the difficulties many travellers faced with obtaining refunds when their 

holidays were disrupted or cancelled as a result of events such as ash cloud, strike, snow and political 

unrest. By booking both your flights and land arrangements with us, not only are you guaranteed the 

peace of mind that comes with full financial protection but also all the round the clock assistance we are 

able to offer, should the need arise. 

C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I T I N E R A R Y  

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

F I T N E S S  T O  T R A V E L  

The pace will be relaxed throughout. There will however be walks, generally no longer than 4 Km, at a 

gentle pace, mostly on level gradients but occasionally over uneven ground. Opportunities will be taken 

routinely to stop. A reasonable level of mobility is required throughout. Whilst we do not impose any age 

limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very nature of the activities involved 

in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by vehicle in various places) means that a certain amount 

of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We regret that our tours are not suitable for 

people who have significant difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair assistance at any time, or are 

unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability of a tour, please make this 

known to us before you book, and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate Travel Company reserves 

the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. 

H E A L T H  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

As we are not medical experts, we advise that you contact your doctor or local health authority for up-to-

date medical advice. 

We would advise that all your routine vaccinations are up-to date prior to travel.  No special precautions 

are required for travel to Iceland and no inoculations are compulsory, although a Yellow Fever certificate is 

required if you have travelled within an infected area recently. 

A number of inoculations are ‘recommended’ in certain circumstances – hepatitis A and B, polio, tetanus, 

typhoid, diphtheria & TB and Japanese B encephalitis. 

P A S S P O R T  A N D  V I S A  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Passengers should hold a full passport. Please ensure that your passport is valid for at least six months 

from the date of entry. 

F C O  A D V I C E  

We recommend that you periodically review the travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth 

Office, which relates to all aspects of your destination, at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo
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W H Y  C H O O S E  U S ?  

The Ultimate Travel Company has been organising bespoke, tailor-made holidays and escorted group 

tours around the world since the early 1990s. The opportunity that we identified then was for a travel 

company with the knowledge and enthusiasm of a smaller specialist, but with the range and buying power 

of a much larger organisation, and we like to think that we have maintained this balance over the years. 

More importantly, we try to be an easy and friendly company to deal with, and because most of us have 

had the good fortune to work abroad, we are able to approach travel in a sensitive and intelligent way. 

Q U A L I T Y  O F  S E R V I C E  

We like to think that our success has been built on a simple formula - to deliver a high standard of service 

before, during and after each holiday, a duty of care and commitment to you, and value for money. We aim 

to be totally flexible in our approach, as this allows us to create the holiday that you want and one that is 

easy and enjoyable to plan. 

However, if you feel that there are areas in which we could improve our service to you, please do not 

hesitate to contact either our Managing Director Nick Van Gruisen, or Executive Director Rowan Paterson, 

on 020 7386 4646.  You can also email them: 

 

nick@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

W H A T  W E  O F F E R  

First-hand knowledge and personal service is at the core of what we offer. Our consultants travel to all the 

destinations that we feature on a very regular basis, so that the advice you receive is accurate and up to 

date. They will also look after you from the outset and assume full responsibility for ensuring that your 

travel plans are designed and delivered as requested. Planning a holiday should be an enjoyable and 

effortless experience, and we will do all that we can to ensure that this is the case. 

O U R  R E P U T A T I O N  

We have grown largely through personal recommendation and repeat business, and so we treat our 

reputation with care. The directors and owners of the company, led by Nick Van Gruisen, are very much 

‘hands on’ so immediate decisions can be taken to ensure the standard of service that our clients have 

come to expect is maintained. 

L O C A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  

Equally crucial is the quality of our local associates and suppliers. It is they who look after you on holiday 

and it is their guides, vehicles and general support service that will determine your enjoyment of it. We 

therefore take great care to ensure that our ground handlers have the requisite expertise, efficiency and 

creativity, and also the ability to deal sensitively and swiftly with any situation that might arise. The fact 

that we have worked together for many years and know each other well is a further bonus. 
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R E S P O N S I B L E  T R A V E L  

As a company with a passion for travel, we understand the vital support that tourism can provide to 

communities and fragile habitats throughout the world. At the same time, we are aware that tourism can 

have a negative impact and are committed to doing what we can to minimise this risk. 

In 2007, an independent body completed an Environmental Audit on all aspects of The Ultimate Travel 

Company. This covered not only our own practices but those of our worldwide suppliers, thereby ensuring 

that we all met the necessary environmental and employment criteria. 

The audit also measured the carbon footprint produced by our London office and by our international 

travel, and we now offset this with an annual donation to Social Change and Development, a small but 

dynamic tree planting initiative in India. 

Further initiatives include a ‘charity donation’ scheme, whereby we ask clients for a voluntary contribution 

of £10 which we then match. As a result of this initiative, a handful of small overseas charities, and the 

healthcare, environmental and educational projects that they run, now share an annual donation of more 

than $100,000. 

If you want further details of these initiatives, please ring Nick Van Gruisen on 020 7386 4646. 

E X T R A  V A L U E  

It can be difficult at times to recognise the extra value promised by travel companies. Generally speaking, 

we all offer the same flight, the same hotel, the same excursion, the same sunset, and at similar prices…. 

indeed, in many ways, the same holiday experience! 

Here, at The Ultimate Travel Company, we strive to go further. While we believe that the diversity of 

destination, intimate product knowledge and personal service we offer already sets us apart, we supply all 

our clients with detailed information on all aspects of their forthcoming journey, a 10% discount voucher at 

Daunt Books (described by The Daily Telegraph as ‘the most beautiful bookshop in London – designed for 

travellers who like reading’) and a welcome home ‘surprise’. 

Honeymooners can also look forward to a wedding gift on arrival at their chosen destination.  

Moreover, we continually monitor your movements while you are away so that we can offer any assistance 

that might be required, effectively and without delay. And if genuine problems do arise as a result of any 

error on our part (few as these may be!), we will not shy away from our own responsibilities and our 

commitment to you. 
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A D D R E S S :  Yew Tree Farm, Selattyn, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7NP 

T E L E P H O N E :  01691 718740 

E M A I L :  keith@keithofford.co.uk 

W E B S I T E :  www.wildinsights.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Wild Insights overseas tours are part of a wider programme of Ultimate Travel Company holidays 

worldwide, and their terms and conditions apply. The Ultimate Travel Company is fully licensed and 

bonded with ABTA and IATA and all their overseas tours are fully protected by their Civil Aviation 

Authority ATOL Licence, number 5111. 


