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M O S C O W :  H E A R T  O F  R U S S I A      

W I T H  T A N I A  I L L I N G W O R T H               
9  –  1 3  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1                                                              

S T .  P E T E R S B U R G  E X T E N S I O N             
1 3  –  1 6  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

C O N T A C T  Louisa Thompson – Escorted Tours Consultant 

D I R E C T  L I N E  020 7386 4682 

T E L E P H O N E  020 7386 4620 

E M A I L  louisa@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk  

 

T A N I A  I L L I N G W O R T H  

Tania Illingworth (nee Tolstoy) is three quarters Russian by birth, all her grandparents having fled the 

Russian Revolution in 1918. A degree in Russian Language & Literature, with Byzantine Art, reinforced her 

passionate interest in all things Russian. This, and the extensive knowledge she has acquired through years 

of visits to Russia, make her tours very special.   

Q U A L I T Y  O F  S E R V I C E  

We like to think that our success has been built on a simple formula - to deliver a high standard of service 

before, during and after each holiday, a duty of care and commitment to you, and value for money. We aim 

to be totally flexible in our approach, as this allows us to create the holiday that you want and one that is 

easy and enjoyable to plan. 

However, if you feel that there are areas in which we could improve our service to you, please do not hesitate 

to contact either our Managing Director Nick Van Gruisen, or Executive Director Rowan Paterson, on 

020 7386 4646.  You can also email them: 

 

nick@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 

rowan@theultimatetravelcompany.co.uk 
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D E T A I L E D  I T I N E R A R Y  

Tania Illingworth (née Tolstoy) returns to Moscow for this ‘one-off’ long weekend to Moscow – the capital of 

the Russian Federation – dramatically changed since the fall of Communism. Tania, a descendant of Leo 

Tolstoy, will focus on art and history with a private visit to the famous novelist’s romantic country estate. 

We include the UNESCO World Heritage Site – the Kremlin complex – uniting the original fortress, the 

medieval churches and the Armoury Museum – the unique repository of national artistic treasures. We also 

see The State Tretyakov Gallery – the richest museum of Russian national art – as well as the Pushkin 

Museum of Fine Art famed for its superlative collection of Impressionist and Old Master paintings. 

 

There will be an opportunity to attend a ballet or opera performance at The Bolshoi Theatre (programme will 

be available 6 weeks before departure). 

 

There is an optional extension with Tania to St. Petersburg visiting Oranienbaum (closed during Soviet 

times) to see the ‘Chinese Palace’, an architectural jewel dating from 1762, as well as Peter the Great’s 

Palace on the Gulf of Finland (these palaces only open during the Summer months). Also see highlights in 

The State Hermitage with an excursion outside the city to enjoy more treasures of the museum’s unrivalled 

collections. 

 

   
          Catherine the Great’s Coronation Crown, Armoury Museum                 Moscow’s Metro 

DAY 1: THURSDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER  LONDON / MOSCOW 

Suggested flight (not included in the cost of the tour) with Rossiya Airlines SU2581 departing London 

Heathrow at 10.40 hrs arriving Moscow Sheremetyevo at 16.35 hrs. On arrival, transfer to the 5-star National 

Hotel for a stay of four nights. The hotel is located on the famous Tverskaya Street in the city centre. Optional 

tour of the Battle of Borodino Panorama and Field Marshal Kutuzov’s House. Field Marshal Kutuzov was in 

command of the Russian army defending the capital in 1812 and, after the most bloody and indecisive of all 
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Napoleonic battles, the Russian forces retreated leaving Moscow abandoned to the French. Return to the 

hotel. Dinner at the hotel. 

DAY 2: FRIDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER  MOSCOW 

Your tour of Moscow begins with a short walk to the station to take the Metro to the State Tretyakov Gallery. 

Moscow’s metro stations – ‘Palaces of the People’ – were built on the orders of Stalin during the 1930s and 

are extraordinarily lavish with mosaics, chandeliers and sculptures. The State Tretyakov Gallery holds all of 

Russia’s major and most important Russian works of art – appropriated by the State after the Revolution. 

The roots of Russian art derive entirely from Byzantium after Russia adopted Christianity in the 10th century 

and the gallery holds the finest collection of Russian icons worldwide. Portraiture follows naturally after 

icon-painting. See 19th and 20th century arresting portraits by Kramskoi, Petrov, Repin and, above all, Serov 

(Russia’s Sergeant). Also see wonderful landscapes by Shishkin, Polenov, Surikov as well as the 

internationally known artists such as Chagall, Malevich and Kandinsky. 

 

Lunch at a local restaurant. This afternoon drive past the Novodevichy Convent, built originally in the 16th 

century, with massive white encircling walls and blue and gold onion domes. Considered Moscow's finest 

baroque architecture, it was the most important convent in Russia fortunately escaping the Napoleonic 

Invasion in 1812. Continue to Leo Tolstoy s town home, which has remained intact since the world-famous 

Russian novelist died in 1910. Return to the hotel. Dinner under own arrangements. 

 

   
    Girl with Peaches (V. Servov), State Tretyakov Gallery      Novodevichy Convent 

DAY 3: SATURDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER  YASNAYA POLYANA 

This morning take a fast train to Tula and drive on to Yasnaya Polyana (translation ‘Clear Glades’) to see Leo 

Tolstoy s country home – Russia’s number one Historic House. See the picturesque estate unchanged since 

the large family lived there. Despite World War II, all the furnishings and contents remain intact and are 

reverently preserved. Tour the estate and visit Leo Tolstoy’s humble grave. Time permitting see the local 

market in Tula. 
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Lunch at the museum s restaurant. This afternoon drive to the 16th century fortress, the Tula Kremlin – 

historically a noted armaments factory and silver workshop but now an art gallery and folk museum. See 

both the 18th and 19th century cathedrals. Return to the hotel by fast train to Moscow. Dinner under own 

arrangements. 

 

   
         Leo Tolstoy’s Estate          Leo Tolstoy 

DAY 4: SUNDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER  MOSCOW CITY 

This morning there is a city tour by coach to include the main architectural sights such as Kutuzov Avenue, 

Stalin’s Seven Sisters, the Kremlin Embankment and the Cathedral of Jesus Christ the Saviour (inside) built 

in just five years to mark the millennium. This immense cathedral was built on the same site as the original 

church destroyed by Stalin in 1931 during the atheist years of the U.S.S.R. (1922-1991). The site would have 

then been the colossal ‘Palace of the Soviets’ but Germany invaded the Soviet Union in 1941 so all 

construction ceased.  

 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Transfer to the Pushkin Museum of Fine Art renowned for its hang of French 

paintings, especially the Impressionist and Post-Impressionist schools mostly acquired after the Russian 

Revolution in 1917, when the Soviet government nationalised all private collections. See works by Manet, 

Monet, Renoir, Degas, Cezanne, Gauguin, Matisse and Picasso. Also see works by Corot, Delacroix, Rubens, 

Rembrandt, Murillo and van Dyck. Enjoy seeing the remarkable Fayum ‘mummy’ portraits (1st-4th century 

AD). Time permitting see the Treasures of Priam – a cache of Troy gold and other artefacts dating from 

2450BC discovered in Turkey by the German multi-millionaire archaeologist H. Schliemann in the late 1870s. 

With other war booty at this time, these incredible treasures were plundered by the Soviets in Berlin in 1945 

and have been on permanent display in the Pushkin Museum of Fine Art only since 1993. Return to the hotel. 

Optional dinner at Pushkin Café. 

DAY 5: MONDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER  MOSCOW / LONDON 

Walk to Red Square, built in the 15th century, originally called ‘Beautiful Square’. See St. Basil’s Cathedral, 

built in the late 16th century and Lenin’s Mausoleum (exterior only). Along the walled cemetery the remains 
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of leading Soviet politicians including Stalin, Brezhnev, and Andropov are buried. From the balcony of the 

Mausoleum Soviet leaders watched the great military parades. See GUM, the State Department Store during 

the Soviet era. Walk to the Kremlin itself, built as a fortress in the early 16th century – the historic heart of 

the capital. Tour the Kremlin territory (a UNESCO World Heritage site) which is both the seat of Government 

and a museum with prime ecclesiastical treasures, Russian State regalia, historic carriages, porcelain, 

jewellery, works by Fabergé; an unrivalled collection of 16th-17th century British silver and diplomatic gifts. 

Optional and time permitting, visit the spectacular Diamond Treasury displaying Imperial Russia’s precious 

stones and coronation jewels.   

 

   
             St. Basils               Bolshoi Theatre  

 

Lunch at a local restaurant. Transfer to the airport for a return flight to London Heathrow. Suggested flight 

(not included in the cost of the tour) Rossiya Airlines SU 263 departing Moscow Sheremetyevo at 19.10 hrs 

arriving London Heathrow at 21.25 hrs. 

 

NB: During your stay there will be an opportunity to attend an opera or ballet performance at the famous 

Bolshoi Theatre. Further details of performances will only be available about 6 weeks prior to performance. 
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O P T I O N A L  S T .  P E T E R S B U R G  

E X T E N S I O N  

DAY 5: MONDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER  MOSCOW / ST. PETERSBURG 

After the Kremlin morning, transfer to the station for your train to St. Petersburg with lunch on board. Arrive 

St. Petersburg in the early evening and transfer to the 5-star Angleterre Hotel, owned by Rocco Forte Hotels, 

in the heart of the city. The hotel offers very comfortable accommodation and excellent facilities, including 

the stylish Borsalino Brasserie and the Angleterre Gallery with stunning views of the magnificent St. Isaac’s 

Cathedral. With your guide enjoy a canal cruise past palaces and mansions built at the height of the Russian 

Empire. Optional dinner at Gogol Restaurant. 

 

   
              Chinese Palace                Grand Cascade Fountains, Peterhof 

DAY 6: TUESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER  ST. PETERSBURG 

Meet your guide and drive to Oranienbaum, (formerly Lomonosov) to see the Chinese Palace, an unique 

masterpiece by Rinaldi in the then fashionable Chinoiserie style. Completed by 1768 as a private retreat for 

Catherine the Great, the palace contains exquisite rococo interiors (in particular the shimmering Glass 

Beaded Salon). After Catherine’s death, in 1796, the palace was owned by the Mecklenburg-Strelitz family 

who did not change much. The palace remains the only unaltered 18th-century palace in St. Petersburg 

having survived the ravages of World War II and the years of Communism. Walk through the meadow to 

view Catherine the Great’s Sliding Hill Pavilion built for the entertainment of the Empress’ guests. See the 

intimate restored palace of Peter III close by. Return drive past the Great Prince Menshikov Palace (exterior 

only). 

 

Lunch in Peterhof. See the dramatic fountains and cascades while walking through the Lower Park of 

Peterhof. Visit Monplaisir Palace – the charming fully furnished summer residence designed by Peter the 
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Great and his preferred retreat – including the Royal Bath pavilion or Catherine Wing. Return by hydrofoil to 

the city across the Gulf of Finland. Dinner under own arrangements. 

DAY 7: WEDNESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER  ST. PETERSBURG 

Enjoy a short walk to the city’s most impressive building – The Winter Palace. Built in the mid-18th century 

in baroque style by Rastrelli, the palace was once the winter home of the Imperial family but is now The 

State Hermitage – Russia’s premier museum housing one of the greatest art collections ever gathered in 

one place. Apart from the sumptuously furnished State Rooms, see the unrivalled European sculptures 

(mainly by A. Canova) and Old Master paintings, the majority amassed during the reign of Catherine the 

Great.   

Lunch at a local restaurant enjoying modern Russian cuisine. This afternoon drive to see the Hermitage 

Storages – this remarkable project was designed to display securely and scientifically the vast wealth of the 

Hermitage not on view in the main museum. Using state-of-the-art storage, the impressive display includes 

beautiful paintings, furniture, carriages and costumes of the tsars. Return to the hotel. Dinner under own 

arrangements. 

   
      Cupid & Psyche (Canova), State Hermitage               The Winter Palace 

DAY 8: THURSDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER  ST. PETERSBURG / LONDON 

Transfer to the airport for a flight back to London. Suggested flights (not included in the cost of the tour) 

Rossiya Airlines SU11 departing St. Petersburg at 10.40 hrs arriving Moscow Sheremetyevo at 12.10 hrs 

connecting with SU2582 departing Moscow Sheremetyevo at 13.30 hrs arriving London Heathrow at 16.00 

hrs. 
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T O U R  P R I C E  

M A I N  T O U R  C O S T :  £ 1 , 5 9 5  

Single Supplement:  £320 

E X T E N S I O N  C O S T :  £ 1 , 2 4 5   

Single Supplement:  £265 

Visa Fees £145 (as of Nov 2019) 

Please note we have not included the cost of the flights in the tour price. Please contact us for prices 

should you wish to book them through us. 

 

M A I N  T O U R  P R I C E  I N C L U D E S  

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• breakfast daily; 4 lunches; 1 dinner  

• all entrance fees, visits, excursions and transportation as per the itinerary 

• gratuities in restaurants for included meals; gratuities to guide/s gratuities to driver/s; porterage 

• local English-speaking guide/s 

• the services of your tour leader throughout 

M A I N  T O U R  P R I C E  E X C L U D E S  

• international flights 

• travel insurance 

• optional dinner at the Pushkin Café (supplement of EUR 125 per person) 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• visa and visa service 

• theatre tickets and transport to and from the theatre 

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 03/08/20 

E X T E N S I O N  P R I C E  I N C L U D E S  

• accommodation throughout as shown in the itinerary 

• breakfast daily; 3 lunches 

• all entrance fees, visits, excursions and transportation as per the itinerary 

• local English-speaking guide/s 

• Hydrofoil ride from Peterhof to St. Petersburg and a 1hr canal boat ride 
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• the services of your tour leader throughout 

E X T E N S I O N  P R I C E  E X C L U D E S  

• international flights 

• travel insurance 

• gratuities in restaurants for included meals; gratuities to guide/s gratuities to driver/s; porterage 

• optional dinner at Gogol Restaurant (supplement of EUR 50 per person) 

• items of personal expenditure (e.g. telephone calls / laundry etc.)  

• government levies or taxes introduced after costing and publication of this programme on 03/08/20 

A I R L I N E  T I C K E T S  

As a tour operator we have access to special airfares. While these offer good value, they do carry certain 

restrictions applied by the airline. Please ask us for details. 

Note:  If you are thinking about using air miles to upgrade to a premium cabin on the flights, please check 

with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this. 

A I R L I N E  S E A T I N G  

The rules governing the pre-booking of seats vary from airline to airline. Some allow us to pre-book seats 

immediately and without charge, some only once the tickets are issued but with charge, and others only 

when you check in either online or at the airport. 

We will clarify the rules for your specific carrier(s) with our confirmation documents. In the event that seating 

cannot be arranged until tickets are issued (normally six weeks prior to departure) and you prefer not to 

wait, we can issue your tickets earlier provided you are happy to pay in advance for the flight costs in addition 

to the required deposit for the holiday. 

However, please be mindful that the majority of our discounted fare tickets, once issued, are non-refundable 

and will attract fees should you wish to make any date changes.  Nor will you be allowed to change the 

actual flight routing. 

B O O K  W I T H  C O N F I D E N C E  

You will probably be aware of the difficulties many travellers faced with obtaining refunds when their 

holidays were disrupted or cancelled as a result of such events as ash cloud and political unrest and are 

again facing now because of the Coronavirus pandemic. By booking your travel arrangements with us, not 

only are you guaranteed the peace of mind that comes with full financial protection but also all the round 

the clock assistance we are able to provide, should the need arise. 

Should there be restrictions in place during the immediate lead up to the trip that prevent you from travelling, 

we will either postpone it or offer you an alternative.  If neither of these two options are acceptable, we will 

offer you the choice of a Refund Credit Note, redeemable on a specified date and fully protected by our ABTA 

bond, or a cash refund of all monies paid. 
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C H A N G E S  T O  T H E  I T I N E R A R Y  

Please note, that certain elements of this itinerary, and/or the order of events, may well be subject to 

alteration due to circumstances beyond our control. 

F I T N E S S  T O  T R A V E L  

Whilst we do not impose any age limitations on joining a tour, participants must be reasonably fit. The very 

nature of the sightseeing involved in our tours (and the difficulties of direct access by coach in various 

places) means that a considerable amount of walking and standing is unavoidable on almost all tours. We 

regret that our tours are not suitable for people who have difficulty in walking, may require wheelchair 

assistance at any time, or are unable to keep pace with the group. If you are in any doubt as to the suitability 

of a tour, please make this known to us before you book, and we will advise you accordingly. The Ultimate 

Travel Company reserves the right to decline a reservation without necessarily giving a reason. Your tour 

leader may also refuse to take participants on particular excursions if they feel that the rest of the group will 

be held up. 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N  

Hotels are chosen on the basis of category, character and location. The majority will be at least 4 star, 

otherwise the best available. The projected size of the group will often rule out the use of luxury boutique 

hotels. Sometimes the style of hotel will mean that not all rooms are of the same size or have the same 

outlook.  

H E A L T H  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

There are no mandatory health requirements for visitors to Russia, and no inoculations are required. 

P A S S P O R T  A N D  V I S A  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Passengers should hold a full passport. Please ensure that your passport is valid for at least six months from 

the date of entry. 

British Nationals require visas for Russia and travellers are now required to go in person to the Russian 

Embassy in London to register their fingerprints. We will be sending you further details in due course.  The 

earliest one can apply for a visa is 90 days prior to travel however please check that your passport is valid 

for six months after the return date of the tour and that you have at least 2 blank pages. Nationals of other 

countries should consult their local Russian Consulate. 

Price of Visa from £145 per person. 

F C O  A D V I C E  

We recommend that you periodically review the travel advice issued by the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 

which relates to all aspects of your destination, at www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo. 

http://www.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo
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O T H E R  

Please ensure that your travel insurance is in order. It is important that you take details of your travel 

insurance with you since this will contain important contacting information in the case of an emergency. 
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W H Y  C H O O S E  U S ?  

We have been organising bespoke, tailor-made holidays and escorted group tours around the world since 

the early 1990s. The opportunity that we identified then was for a travel company with the knowledge and 

enthusiasm of a smaller specialist, but with the range and buying power of a much larger organisation, and 

we like to think that we have maintained this balance over the years. 

More importantly, we try to be an easy and friendly company to deal with, and because most of us have had 

the good fortune to work abroad, we are able to approach travel in a sensitive and intelligent way. 

W H A T  W E  O F F E R ?  

First-hand knowledge and personal service is at the core of what we offer. Our consultants travel to all the 

destinations that we feature on a very regular basis, so that the advice you receive is accurate and up to 

date. They will also look after you from the outset and assume full responsibility for ensuring that your travel 

plans are designed and delivered as requested. 

Planning a holiday should be an enjoyable and effortless experience, and we will do all that we can to ensure 

that this is the case. 

O U R  R E P U T A T I O N  

We have grown largely through personal recommendation and repeat business, and so we treat our 

reputation with care. The directors and owners of the company, led by Nick Van Gruisen, are very much 

‘hands on’ so immediate decisions can be taken to ensure the standard of service that our clients have come 

to expect is maintained. 

L O C A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  

Equally crucial is the quality of our local associates and suppliers. It is they who look after you on holiday 

and it is their guides, vehicles and general support service that will determine your enjoyment of it. We 

therefore take great care to ensure that our ground handlers have the requisite expertise, efficiency and 

creativity, and also the ability to deal sensitively and swiftly with any situation that might arise. The fact that 

we have worked together for many years and know each other well is a further bonus. 

R E S P O N S I B L E  T R A V E L  

As a company with a passion for travel, we understand the vital support that tourism can provide to 

communities and fragile habitats throughout the world. At the same time, we are aware that tourism can 

have a negative impact and are committed to doing what we can to minimise this risk. 
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In 2007, an independent body completed an Environmental Audit on all aspects of The Ultimate Travel 

Company. This covered not only our own practices but those of our worldwide suppliers, thereby ensuring 

that we all met the necessary environmental and employment criteria. 

The audit also measured the carbon footprint produced by our London office and by our international travel, 

and we now offset this with an annual donation to Social Change and Development, a small but dynamic 

tree planting initiative in India. 

Further initiatives include a ‘charity donation’ scheme, whereby we ask clients for a voluntary contribution 

of £10 which we then match. As a result of this initiative, a handful of small overseas charities, and the 

healthcare, environmental and educational projects that they run, now share an annual donation of more 

than $100,000. 

If you want further details of these initiatives, please ring Nick Van Gruisen on 02073864646. 

E X T R A  V A L U E  

It can be difficult at times to recognise the extra value promised by travel companies. Generally speaking, 

we all offer the same flight, the same hotel, the same excursion, the same sunset, and at similar 

prices….indeed in many ways, the same holiday experience! 

Here, at The Ultimate Travel Company, we strive to go further. While we believe that the diversity of 

destination, intimate product knowledge and personal service we offer already sets us apart, we supply all 

our clients with detailed information on all aspects of their forthcoming journey, a 10% discount voucher at 

Daunt Books (described by The Daily Telegraph as ‘the most beautiful bookshop in London – designed for 

travellers who like reading’) and a welcome home ‘surprise’. 

Honeymooners can also look forward to a wedding gift on arrival at their chosen destination.  

Moreover, we continually monitor your movements while you are away so that we can offer any assistance 

that might be required, effectively and without delay. And if genuine problems do arise as a result of any 

error on our part (few as these may be!), we will not shy away from our own responsibilities and our 

commitment to you. 


